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Midwest on a Mission - Since 1979

Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain
Mike Bouton — Executive Director
Midwest Chapter WSF

Our Midwest Chapter’s
founders and first organizers
were passionate about wild
sheep. Both, passionate
and bold enough to form
an organization with intent
to impact the future of
North America’s wild sheep
populations. It had to have
been a proud moment for
all members in 1981, when
$1,000 was sent to the
Yukon, representing the first
Grant in Aid contribution to
wild sheep conservation. The
$1,000 GIA contribution was
a significant milestone. To
those that were there in the
beginning or part of the early
days of this organization’s
journey and to those of
you that have joined in
this journey along the way,
Thank you! Collectively, the
Midwest Chapter members
are in route to an amazing
milestone for our chapter
and its mission of Putting
and Keeping Wild Sheep on
the Mountain!

It is through your continued
support and commitment

to our Midwest Chapter
WSF that we are on pace
to reach this remarkable
GIA milestone during our
2026 annual banquet and
fundraiser. Our chapter has
recently reached an all-
time high in state agency
and GIA contributions to
wild sheep conservation
topping $9,530,000! It

has been a journey, since
1981, a journey of countless
individuals contributing
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to what has become an
inspiring success story of
wild sheep conservation

and youth support in the
outdoors. Please reference
our NA GIA map in this issue
for a better understanding

of GIA contributions made
by our chapter throughout
western North America.

Speaking of founders and
individuals that have made
significant contributions to
wild sheep conservation.
Congratulations to John
and Jane Babler on their
much-deserved award and
recognition as 2025 WSF
Icons of Conservation. An
award honoring the legacy
of the Bablers for their
dedication, vision and impact
on shaping the direction and
success of WSF. The Bablers
have also had a significant
impact on our Midwest
Chapter since its inception.

Our chapter reached
another proud milestone

in membership earlier this
year with an increase in
membership by 60%, with
life memberships increasing
by 18%! To those of you that
became members during our
promotional drive, Welcome
and Thank You! And to
those that became Midwest
Chapter Life Members, we
are grateful for your long-
term commitment! Our
membership drive was a
success, | would be remiss
not to acknowledge and

thank Mike Young, owner
of Lonesome Mountain
Outfitters for the support
with our membership drive.

In June, we took a group
of youth to the Pacific
Northwest to participate in
our Careers in Conservation
Youth Program. This
program now offers youth
interested in pursuing a
career in conservation an
elite level of opportunities.
The career conservation
and science professionals
that conduct the various
field trips and presentations
are at the top of their
professions. Additional
information is available in
this Ram Tracks issue and by
visiting our website. Please
contact us if you have or
know a youth interested
in pursuing a Career in
Conservation.

In February, our chapter

will be taking youth to
Arizona to participate in the
construction of a waterhole
conservation project for

wild sheep. This is an event
that our chapter and its
members have sponsored for
decades. If you know a youth
that would be interested in
participating, please contact
us. It will be a Thursday
through Sunday timeframe

in February, with specific
dates to be determined by
mid-December. This is a



wonderful opportunity to
participate in a meaningful
conservation project, learn
teamwork and experience
our Southwest’s high desert
country.

Our Midwest Board of
Directors would like to
thank all of you that were
able to attend this year’s
banquet and fundraiser.
We appreciated and were
thrilled to see another year
of increased attendance
and participation. Mr.
Shane Mahoney conveyed
the value of conservation
to the world’s ecosystems
and impacts to humanity
by sustainable use of wild
resources. Wild Sheep
Foundation Youth Director,
Dr. Ryan Brock attended
and directed our first

Youth Wildlife Conservation
Experience. We look forward
to continuing this event

for our youth at our 2026
banquet. Our Midwest
Chapter proudly recognized
and awarded Mr. Kevin
Hurley, WSF Vice President
of Conservation Emeritus
with our Roosevelt American
Spirit Conservation “In The
Arena” Award. New for
2025, was our Careers in
Conservation Scholarship
Award which went to Mr.
Jeff Tillery who is pursuing a

Master of Science Degree in
Wildlife and Fisheries Science
(Wildlife Specialization)

at South Dakota State
University.

Congratulations to Sam
Marshall who was the lucky
winner of our Membership
Breakfast Weatherby Rifle
Drawing. Thank you if you
were able to attend our
membership breakfast, it has
become very well attended
and a great way to kick off
our Saturday!

Please mark your calendars
for our 2026 Midwest
Chapter 47th Annual
Banquet and Fundraiser
on March 20th & 21st. We
look forward to another
fantastic event that everyone
will enjoy and participate
in many of the events
and activities available.

You can look forward

to having opportunities

at our auctions, raffles,
membership breakfast,
youth activities, ladies’
event, exhibitors, seminars
and much more...

It is our pleasure to
announce our 2026

banquet’s special guest, Mr.
Gray Thornton, Wild Sheep
Foundation President, and
CEO. We are honored to have
Gray Thornton of WSF as our
special guest.

Congratulations to long-
time supporter and Life
Member Jim Spies on the
success of taking a beautiful
Desert Bighorn. You will
enjoy his story in this issue,
as he was able to share the
memorable hunt with his
sons Josh and Ben.

| invite you to join us on
March 20th & 21st, 2026 to
the Midwest Chapter’s Spring
Banquet.

The event will be held once
again at the Marriott SW
Hotel in Minnetonka, MN.

You will want to say you
were part of the 2026
Midwest Milestone Banquet
and Fundraiser!

Yours in Conservation,

Mike Bouton
Executive Director

Midwest Chapter WSF
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“From the President”

By Al Holland — President,

Midwest Chapter - Wild Sheep Foundation

Dear Midwest Members,

Hope you are enjoying your
summer with family and
friends. For most, August is

a month for travel and other
summer activities with family
and friends. In the northern
regions of North America,
August means sheep hunting is
in full swing. For those that are
fortunate enough to be sheep
hunting or have a sheep tag

for the 2025 hunting season,
good luck! Please send us
your hunting stories so we can
feature them in our upcoming
Ram Tracks magazine. We are
always looking for our members
hunting and outdoor related
stories.

With the onset of fall nearing,
our focus and planning for

the 2026 banquet continues

to increase. It may be many
months away but being able

to confirm hotel space, special
guests, speakers, etc... seems
to be needed earlier every year.
Our plans are coming along well
for our 2026 Midwest Chapter
WSF Banquet and Fundraiser
on March 20th & 21st. This
banquet will be a celebration
for our chapter and members

of an amazing all-time high in
financial contributions in wild
sheep conservation. You will
want to be part of this event.

Although we are focused on the
future, it is worth reflecting on
the year we are having. We've

had a significant increase in
membership, with life members
at an all-time high. Our all-time
Grant in Aid and state directed
contributions are now over
$9,530,000!! We are looking
forward to the history that will
be made in 2026. It will be a
moment for all our members

to celebrate the momentous
achievement in contributions to
Put and Keep Wild Sheep on the
Mountain! A proud moment for
our organization and members.

It was great to see everyone at
the banquet in March and it's
great to see more new faces
each year. We truly appreciate
all of you attending our

annual banquet and making
conservation an important part
of your life. Commitment to
conservation is more critical
now than ever, collectively

our members are making

a difference to wild sheep
throughout North America.
Part of that commitment is
involving youth in the outdoors
and teaching the importance of
conservation. We are proud to
have had 2025 be the largest
participation of youth with our
chapter.

Please mark your calendars for
our upcoming Midwest Chapter
Banquet on March 20th & 21st,
2026. We look forward to
seeing all of you!

Wishing everyone well and
successes in the field,

Al Holland

President
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“Leave a Legacy through the

WSF-Midwest Endowment Fund”
By Oscar Carlson, Endowment Fund Chairman

The WSF Midwest Endowment
Fund was established years
ago to help our chapter fund
various projects and to ensure
its future existence. This is
an extremely valuable long-
term asset for our chapter.
With everyone’s help on
building this endowment fund
we can assure our chapter will
exist well beyond our lifetime.

To give you some idea

of the current status and
conservation help that

the endowment fund has
provided to date (see below)

Donations have amounted

to $589,860. Our payment
to the WSF Midwest for
specific funding projects
totals $147,000. The
current balance in the
account as of June 30,

2025, is $1,258,288.00.
Over the years, as you

can see, we have made a
tremendous amount of money
through our investments with
Merrill Lynch. Because we
want our donors donations to
not lose value we also add the
annual CPI index each year
and protect that increase as
part of their donation over
the years. As we go forward,
we will fund 4 percent of the
average overall balance from
the prior three year balance.

What will your legacy be
when you pass? If you love
sheep and wildlife in general,
you may want to consider
leaving a legacy through the
WSF-Midwest Endowment
Fund. There are many
ways to accomplish this.

Examples would be:

1) Give a gift in your will
or trust to the Midwest
Endowment Fund. You
can give a specific asset,

specific dollar amount or a
percentage of what remains
of your assets after your
loved ones are provided for.
2) You could also make

a gift by naming the WSF
Midwest Endowment Fund
as a beneficiary of all or a
portion of your bank account,
your brokerage account, your
retirement account, and your
life insurance policy. All
these options are available
by contacting the financial
institution where your

assets are held to request
the appropriate forms.

3) Using assets in your
retirement account to make a
charitable gift can be very tax
efficient. If left to your family
and friends, assets, and tax
deferred retirement accounts,
such as 401K’s, or IRA’s are
subject to income tax. If left
to the WSF Endowment Fund

those assets will pass tax free.

4) You could also consider
a charitable gift annuity,
which will pay you income
throughout your lifetime and
reduce your tax burden and
help the sheep and wildlife
that you love. This type

of structure allows you to
earn the income from those

assets during your lifetime.

The above is just a small
sampling of options that

you may want to consider.
You can explore other
avenues with your tax
advisor, lawyer, or you

could contact me at 651-
464-8303, or Jeff Geiger, our
investment manager at Merrill
Lynch at 614-880-4826.

Our Endowment Fund

is ready, willing, and

able to provide WSF
Midwest for funds specific
projects approved by the
Board of Directors.

A. Oscar Carlson
Endowment Trustee
Chairman

Current Trustees
Oscar Carlson,
Chairman
John Babler
Al Holland
Joe Perrella
Joe Currier




“My Journey to a Grand Slam......

My journey to achieve the
dream of a North American
Sheep Slam began 2 generations
go in 1973 with a trip to
Alaska to hunt Dall Sheep.

Fast forward a good chunk of
years to BC for Stone Sheep,
then another decade for my
once-in-a-lifetime South Dakota
Bighorn, which takes us to 2008
where | was sitting on 3 of the
coveted 4. | was convinced this
would be the end of the sheep
hunting chapter of my life. That
was until 2 years ago when
Paige Culver from Wild Sheep
Foundation, charming voice

lit up my phone informing me

Pl e t
578 Yo A ERC .

that my name was drawn in the
Chadwick Ram Society raffle
for a Desert Bighorn hunt. The
dream of completing the Grand
Slam unexpectedly found life
again. At 76 years old, honestly,
| wasn’'t sure what to think

and | didn’t know if | had a
mountain climb left in me.

This past February, | traveled
to Sonora, Mexico with my
two sons, Josh and Ben, for
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By Jim Spies

an opportunity to complete
the Grand Slam. We were
hunting with Jacobo, Jorge
and Javier Artee of Alcampo
Hunting and Wow, if these
gentlemen are not the best
in the business, then no one
is. A+ outfitter all around.

The 10-day hunt began by
glassing a few different areas
of the ranch. The scenery
was beautiful, the mountains
were tall and the desert was
substantial. We located a couple
of rams late in the day but due
to lack of daylight we did not
pursue. Day 2 had a similar

N %‘ \u..n

result with one difference being
a trail camera that picked up

a big ram following a familiar
pattern. Day 3 we went after
that ram, but we just couldn’t
close within a comfortable
distance for me to shoot.

On day 4, the crew split into
2. The plan: glass more ground,
cover more area and find a ram.
And that's what we did. We
spotted a trophy ram grazing

900 yards away on the side

of a mountain. The challenge
now was to close the distance,
fast. This required climbing the
adjacent mountain in record
time. 78 years old, running up
a mountain was not my cup

of tea. My hustle is more of a
careful walk. 326 yards is the
closest we could get. Using
rocks, we built a makeshift
rest. Over a 50-year dream
and 2 years of both mental

and physical preparation led
to this moment. My nerves
were real. | could feel my
blood pressure pills kick into
overdrive and it quickly became
go time. Shot 1, miss low. Shot
2, miss right. Shot 3, missed
somewhere. At this point, my
confidence was fading and |
watched my dream ram nearly
walk over the mountain, out

of sight. I lightly squeezed

the trigger and sent round

4, 426 yards... And Bingo!

My trophy Desert Bighorn

Sheep was down.

The fact that this meaningful

journey actually happened

is still hard to grasp. It took

52 years to fulfill the Grand
Slam of Sheep and it could

not have happened without
the remarkable guiding of

the Artee family and their
associates. Looking back,
shooting the ram, experiencing
that rush and achieving that
dream was extremely emotional.
But | have to say, sharing the
adventure with my two boys
was even more gratifying.

Thank you, Artee family,
you truly are the best in the
business. Thank you, Wild
Sheep Foundation, for the
wonderful opportunity. Most
of all, thank you Josh and Ben.
You boys mean the world to me.



WSF Youth Wildlife Conservation Experience
By Mike Bouton

i and growth under his

s\l\\  leadership at WSF. To date,

—‘u more than 132,000 youth have
received hands-on outdoor
skills through WSF’s youth
programs. He has been a
full-time educator over 20

years in Nevada and teaches

all subjects to fifth grade.

Dr. Brock is a recipient of
the Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and

Science Teaching (PAEMST).
The highest honor bestowed by
the United States government
for K-12 mathematics

: = SR L AN - and science teaching.
The Midwest Chapter WSF fletching arrow pens, fishing
held its first Youth Wildlife pole casting/pitching and dart
Conservation Experience guns. Our chapter _
(Y.W.C.E.) at the Midwest will follow Dr. Brock’s % %
Chapter WSF annual banquet youth programs Z
in March. WSF Youth Programs leadership and hold
Coordinator Dr. Ryan Brock these same activities
attended and with Midwest once again at our
WSF volunteers guided over 25 2026 annual banquet
young boys and girls through and fundraiser on
7 hands-on stations during March 20th and 21st.
the event. The youth activities We are excited to
included hover archery offer these activities
range, laser shot, hands-on that teach and inspire
hides and skulls, arrowhead/ youth about wildlife,
bear claw necklace making, shooting sports,
| conservation
l ‘ and the
- importance
of healthy
ecosystems.
Dr. Brock

attending and directing
this year's Midwest
Chapter Youth
Wildlife Conservation
Experience is another
example of his passion
and commitment to
the WSF and family of
chapters and affiliates.
His dedication to youth
across the country is
evident through the
program’s popularity




“Passion & Adventure Make

Cherished Memories”
By Jeff Gamez

General introduction, my and | decided it was too good to Italy for a vacation that
name is Jeff Gamez. | grew up of an opportunity to pass. included some hunting for
hunting in Cresco, lowa. My roe deer and wild boar. The
dad and his friends helped This past summer (June of hunting was exceptional as well
to shape the hunter | have 2024). My wife and | traveled as the sightseeing and food!

become. | am forever grateful
that they showed me the
way of the hunter and a true
respect for the natural world.

My true passion is hunting
primarily upland hunting and
big game. My pursuits have led
me around the world, from the
Yukon to South Africa. Every
hunt is an adventure that |
always look forward to and
cherish the memories made.

Below are some recent
hunts that | have been on.

In 2023 | was able to travel
to the Yukon and hunt with
Blackstone Outfitters. This
bull was the first moose that
we had spotted on the first
day of the hunt. My guide




In September of this year (2024)
| was hunting in New Mexico
for antelope on the T.O. Ranch
with Tri State Outfitters. This
was an extremely fun hunt. |
was traveling with a friend, and
we were able to hunt together
with our guide. Watching him
shoot his antelope was nearly
as much fun as shooting mine.

In October, | was also lucky
enough to travel to the Yukon
once again. This time for caribou.
| was hunting with Yukon Big
Game Ouitfitters. This was a late
season hunt and it an adventure.
| shot my bull on day two. Two
days later we rode down out of
the mountains. This took us two
days and it will be a memory that
will stay with me forever. The
north country has an undeniable
allure. This next summer | have
my first sheep hunt booked.
Hunting for Dall sheep in Alaska.
| can’t wait for the challenge!

Good luck hunti
and shoot stré




TR T o Kenelrek

FOR THE TRAIL LESS TRAVELED®

frm T e

N iy

When it's day nine of your ten-day Dall Sheep hunt in the Northwest Territories, and you wake up to six inches of
snow it's not a great time to be limited by your hunting boots. Some may wait it out in the tent, but your Mountain
Extremes give you the wherewithal to continue hunting, no matter what Mother Nature throws at you. There is
nothing tougher than high altitude sheep hunting, so to help you in your hunting adventures, we built a boot tough
enough to keep on charging, no matter what conditions arise.

o ¥
\

-

%2202 011 MIYLININO

DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT...

“When your season consists of 100 days in the mountains,
carrying heavy packs, you need great boots. Footwear for us
is not a matter of luxury or fashion, it's a function of perfor-

mance under terrible conditions. Years and miles of abuse
have shown me which boots work best - Kenetrek; comfort 800'232'6064
and durability to match the conditions of my hunts.” WWW.KENETREK.COM

-Randy Newberg, Host of Fresh Tracks @ VISIT US ON SOCIAL




AN MATTER THE HUN{TE

FEDERAL D) EEXXERED

1
l\

OR“AN]MAL THE TER

~ 85% Weight Retentio
- 300'Win. Magnum

160yars
96% Weight Retention
6.5 PRC

99% Weight Retentiof
300 Win. Magnum

CONSISTENTLY TERMINAL

B

DOWNLOAD =)

BATLI_IiIIES1F'IIQCEEPP Y
- TERMINAL :

ASCENT.

© Ballistic



Midwest Chapter - Wild Sheep Foundation
Careers in Conservation Scholarship

Since 1979, the Midwest
Chapter WSF has stayed true
to its mission, becoming a
recognized leader in wild
sheep conservation and
advocating for youth in the
outdoors and conservation.
The Midwest Chapter’s Careers
in Conservation Scholarship
Program awarded it's first
scholarship this past March.
The scholarship was developed
to academically support
young adults that aspire to
have a professional career in
conservation. The Midwest
Chapter scholarship program
symbolizes and honors a
legacy steeped in decades of
wild sheep conservation. A
legacy built by passionate and
committed Midwest Chapter
members and supporters
driven to “Put and Keep Wild
Sheep on the Mountain” for
future generations. Supporting
students that are passionate
and committed to developing a
career in wildlife conservation
enhances our Midwest Chapter’s
legacy and is an investment
into the preservation of
North American wildlife.

Scholarships up to $2,000
are to be awarded to
students in a field related to
Midwest Chapter Wild Sheep
Foundation mission and
values. Preferably, degrees
in wildlife management,
wildlife biology, and wildlife
pathology. Areas of education
focused on wild sheep are
desired, but not mandatory.

This year’s Midwest Chapter
Careers in Conservation
scholarship recipient is Mr.
Jeff Tillery of Interior, South
Dakota. Jeff is currently a
graduate student at South
Dakota State University in
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Brookings, South Dakota.
He carries a 4.0 GPA and is
pursuing a Master of Science
Degree in Wildlife and Fisheries
Science (Wildlife Specialization)
at South Dakota State University
under Dr. William Severud. His
plan is to continue as a PhD
student under his guidance
after defending his thesis. Jeff
Tillery’s research focuses

on the implementation and
results of an ongoing test and
remove project on bighorn
sheep in Badlands National Park
and the Pine Ridge Reservation.
This population suffered a
70-80% decline in 2021/22,
and his management goal is
to ensure that Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae is cleared
from the population so that
healthy lamb survival can
drive population growth.

In the short-to-medium term,
his priority is to see this
project through to completion,
fulfilling the research objectives
and conservation partner’s
management objectives.
This includes contributing
to the scientific literature on

Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae
management, and subsequently
working towards augmenting
the herd when it is disease

free down the line.

It is Jeff’s belief that hunting
is the cornerstone of wildlife
conservation that plays an
essential role in funding,
population management and
fostering a deep connection
between people and the land.
The North American Model
of Wildlife Conservation has
demonstrated how regulated
hunting can support species
recovery, support game
management and conservation
and maintain healthy
ecosystems. In 2024, Jeff was
the recipient of the Charles R.
Peterson Scholarship in Natural
Resources Management from
South Dakota State University.

Our Midwest Chapter is proud
to have had such a qualified
applicant and wish Jeff Tillery
well as he pursues his PhD to
“Make a Difference” in wild
sheep disease research.




Careers In Conservation
Youth Educational Program

The Careers in Conservation
Educational Program inspires
young adults through
interactive opportunities with
exceptional conservation and
science professionals in various
sublime landscapes, to evaluate
potential paths for a rewarding
career in conservation.

Our Midwest Chapter ventured
to the Pacific Northwest again
in late June with a group of
young adults from the Midwest.
Our program continues to
grow with career conservation
professionals, conservation
fields covered and youth
interest. What sets our program
apart is the region’s unique
diversity of landscapes and
above all, the elite level of
conservation professionals
that share their distinctive
knowledge, experiences,
advice and valuable time.

This year’s program held 5
days of conservation-based
presentations and field trips in
the Pacific Northwest states of
Idaho, Oregon and Washington.
A truly unique and secluded
region of North America..

Day 1 - Midwest Chapter
WSF Careers in Conservation
Youth Program

Our youth spent day 1 in
Northeastern Oregon with
Forest Ecologist, Dr. David
Mildrexler on the Zumwalt
Prairie Preserve; 515 square
miles of largely pristine and
intact prairie. This landscape

once covered 40% of the United
States, but today less than 2%
remains. With its high elevation,
remoteness and being unusable,
it avoided the plow. Buckhorn
Lookout; best views of the
eastern canyons of the Columbia
River Basalt flows that override
the exotic terrane rocks of Hells
canyon. Indian Village Grove;
located along the route of the
Nez Perce National Historic

Trail in the Wallowa Whitman
National Forest. Large oval scars
on 250-year-old ponderosa
pines give lasting evidence of
the traditional spring camps of
the Nez Perce (Nimipuu) people.
In the early spring, before the
summer roots and berries were
ready to harvest, the Nimipuu
would peel the outer bark, using
the cambium as supplemental
food and perhaps as medicine
and weaving fibers. Throughout
the day, Elk, Whitetail Deer, Mule
Deer, Badgers and numerous
birds of prey were sighted.

Day 2 - Midwest Chapter
WSF Careers in Conservation
Youth Program

Our youth spent day 2 with
Ethan Shaw, founder of Wallowa-
Blue Mountains Snowfield Project
and Winston Morton, Fisheries
Specialist/Biologist for Oregon
Department of Fisheries. The
morning field trip was a 4,000’
tram ride with Ethan Shaw to the
top of Mount Howard where the
youth learned how and where
snowfields form and snowfield
hydrology. They also learned
about the formation of Wallowa

Lake Moraine, considered
one of North America’s most
perfectly formed and best-
preserved glacial landscapes.
The afternoon was spent with
Winston Morton along the
banks of the Wallowa River on
the McDaniel Ranch. Our youth
witnessed the first large-river
complete reconfiguration of its
kind in NE Oregon to build and
revegetate a large portion of river
and floodplain. In the 1950'’s
portions of the Wallowa River in
the area were straightened and
relocated to support common
thinking of saving pastureland
and promoting flood control.
Restoring the river back to its
original gentle meander was
critical in promoting fish habitat
and improving the overall
ecosystem of the watershed.

Day 3 - Midwest Chapter
WSF Careers in Conservation
Youth Program

Our youth spent day 3 on
Idaho’s Clearwater River with
Nez Perce Hatchery Assistant
Manager, Carl East and Nez Perce
Wildlife Division Conservation
Biologist, David Moen who
leads the Hells Canyon Condor
Reintroduction study. Along
with a first-hand electrofishing
demonstration and data
collection by Idaho Fish & Game
Fisheries Biologist, Joe Thiessen.
An amazing day learning
about Electrofishing, Hells
Canyon Condor Reintroduction,
Chinook Salmon smolt tagging
and Lamprey up-close!

Dear Mike Bouton and Midwest Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation, | can not thank you enough for the
opportunity that was the Careers in Conservation program. | made new friends, went on some amazing
adventures, and got to visit some pretty cool colleges. My trip to the American Northwest was nothing short
of jaw-dropping and life-changing. | believe that everyone should have an experience like that at least once in

their life. Out of all of these experiences, | have one key takeaway that sums it all up. Who we are today and

who we can be tomorrow is determined by the chances we took and the adventures we made yesterday. Thank

you, Mike, for this amazing adventure, and thank you, Wild Sheep Foundation, for funding our adventure
Jonathan P., Waconia, MN
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Spectacular view south from
Buckhorn Lookout in NE Oregon

.

Ethan Shaw — Snowfield formations & hydrology




The Careers in
Conservation Program
Inspires young adults
through interactive
opportunities with
exceptional conservation
and science professionals
in sublime landscapes,
to evaluate potential
paths for a rewarding
Career in Conservation.
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It is exhilarating to look
through auction listings,
especially when the ‘item’
isn’t necessarily tangible. You
can’t grasp with your hands
a hunt or a location. Are you
really looking through the list
for something to grasp? Or
is it something to ensure you
won't regret? Regret that you
didn’t take that adventure or
fight that internal struggle to
climb one more mountain when
everything you have is wet, your
boots don't fit as well as you
thought, and it's 34 degrees
outside your sleeping bag.

One can bid on auction items
from the comfort of home,

but what fun is that?! Attend a
banquet with some buddies and
enjoy the festivities. | found
myself at the 2024 Midwest
Chapter WSF banquet having a
good time and breaking bread
with fellow hunters Marc and
Randy Rue, Brian Jones, and
Mark Almgren. Mark brought

a jar of the famous Knaus
Sweet Horseradish Pickles
made by the Knaus Sausage
House of Kimball, MN. | highly

“Glve Back”

By Sean Keck

recommend trying them if you
ever get the opportunity.

After dinner, | was reviewing
the auction items, and one
caught my attention. This one
was different. It was titled
Idaho Bighorn Sheep Capture —
2 Day Event for 2 People. Two
people get to volunteer with the
Idaho Fish and Game during a
bighorn sheep capture, test, and
collar project out of Salmon,

ID. This checked a few boxes;
never been to ID, haven't seen a
buddy in a few years that lives
in ID, and | get to put hands on
a bighorn sheep again. A niece
of mine, Jennifer Sonnentag,
who is applying to veterinary
school is just the second person
for this experience. | wasn’t the
only one in the room that night
interested in this opportunity.
Bidding went back and forth
until it ended on my last offer.
Let the adventure begin!

Jennifer and | landed in Boise
Friday February 14, 2025.
Saturday morning, we drove to
New Meadows to visit a good
friend and talk sheep hunting
before heading east over the

mountains to
Missoula for the
night. Sunday
morning, we

drove to Salmon.

In Wisconsin,
we may get a
few feet of snow
over the winter.
In Idaho, it's

as if the snow
never stopped
falling. There
were warnings
in the weather
reports that
you may need
snow chains to
make it over
the mountain
passes. The
rental car made
it through like

a champ. When
we arrived,

the Airbnb

was empty as the current
volunteers were out on their
last day; so, we made a run to
town for groceries (and wine).
Dinner was at The Junkyard
Bistro on Main Street. After
unpacking and settling in
for the evening, we met Bill
London, past president Idaho
WSF and volunteer host. Bill
is a great host; organized,
professional, and gracious.
The following morning
after breakfast and packing
lunches, we met the remaining
volunteers and the Idaho
Fish and Game folks at the
Salmon IDFG office on the
edge of town. The drive to the
day’s destination wasn't far;
even if it was, the mountain
scenery is appreciated by the
eyes. Once on site, the IDFG
gave the safety briefing and
direction for the volunteers. It
wasn't long, and you could hear
the buzz of the helo with the
first load of bighorns. As the
pilot gently sets the ewes and
lambs down, you turn away,
so the snow doesn't blast your
face. You carry a hobbled and
blindfolded bighorn to the scale
using a stretcher. The average
ewe weighs between 125 and
150 pounds. The lambs much
less, almost fragile. From the
scale they were set onto a tarp
where a team of biologists
and volunteers multitasked:
monitoring and regulating the
sheep’s temperature, drawing
blood samples, taking nasal
swabs, applying ear tags, ear
mite control, and documenting
everything that was done to and
about the ewe and lamb. | fell
into the role of stretcher bearer
and temperature regulator.
Monitoring the sheep’s
temperature was important
to knowing their stress level
and not letting it get too high.
When their temperature rose
to 103 degrees, we would pack
snow into their front leg pits
and between their hind legs.
This usually maintained their



body temperature. If it rose

to more than 103 degrees, we
would pour water onto them

and maybe administer oxygen
through a nasal tube. Being a
veterinary student, Jennifer’s role
was more technical recording

all the information about each
sheep and taking a more hands-
on approach with the biologists.
All this was completed in 10 — 15
minutes. Back onto the stretcher,
the team would carry the sheep
to a release point, usually at

the base of a hill. You let them
go by sliding the stretcher

from underneath, loosening

the blindfold, removing the
hobbles, then completely
removing the blindfold. As

if you waved a start flag to a
race, the sheep would jump

up and trot uphill with ease,

turn and look back after a
hundred yards as if to say,

“Did that really just happen?!”.
Throughout the next few days,
the volunteer teams would
become more efficient as up

to 5 bighorns at a time were
dropped off for testing and

data collection. In the lulls
between drop offs, there was
time for glassing wildlife or
scenery, and strengthening
newly found friendships.

The time went fast. Before

we knew it, our two days

was over, and it was time for
the next group of volunteers

at the next capture location.

Wednesday February 19, 2025,
we drove south out of Salmon
and headed to Idaho Falls to
catch a late morning flight
back to Minneapolis. It was a
beautiful three hour drive out
of the mountains, into the sage
flats on the southeast side of
Idaho. There was time to reflect
on our actions and why we
paid to ‘win’ the auction for
the volunteer opportunity.

After dabbling in the hunting
world that can be full of rewards
and accolades for taking animals
off the landscape, | have been

trying to figure out another way
to participate. Maybe you aren’t
at this place yet? But if you

have punched a sheep tag or are
fortunate to have a FNAWS, think
of this as a great way to give
back and still get your hands on
a bighorn. If you are in a similar
spot in your hunting life, make
sure you attend the next banquet
and bid up that volunteer
opportunity to give back.

And yes, we also got the winning
bid on the flat of Knaus Sweet
Horseradish Pickles! Don't be
jealous! I hope you get the
winning bid for them next time.



“Good Afternoon, Eh!”

I’'m not sure how many times
I've said, “I think this might
be the one”! Thinking that
I've finally hit the 30" mark
on a walleye, only to have
the tape measure disagree by
less than an inch! That finally
changed earlier this summer
while fishing in Ontario with
my brother. We were back
fishing on the same lake that
| had caught three walleyes
over twenty-nine inches,
but less-than thirty inches,
the year before. My brother
has had good luck with
walleyes over thirty inches
in past years, but | was still
hoping to hit that mark.

Our first day was cold and
the fishing was slow with us
only picking up a handful of
walleyes over twenty-four
inches. The second day started
off with snow throughout the
morning, while afternoon skies
brightened and the temperature
warmed
some, which
improved
the fishing.

We had

a good
afternoon
with my
brother
ending the
day with
thirty and
thirty-two
plus inch
walleyes.
That would
leave us
with one
more day to
fish before
heading
home.

The
morning
skies and
temperature
was much
like the
afternoon

by Steve Bouton

the day before. We were
optimistic thinking this would

be our best day with the
favorable weather. The morning
was slow, picking up a few fish
before we decided to move

and look for some new water.

We were there for about ten
minutes when | had a hard hit
and set the hook. Right away
I knew it was a heavy fish
and it wasn’t long before the
walleye was in the net with
my brother saying, “I think
that's over thirty!” It looked
like it might be to me too, but
| had been there before! We
quickly placed it on the livewell
compartment where we could
hold the walleye against the
measuring tape on the side of
the boat. Finally, | had hit thirty
inches, in reality, it was only
an inch longer than previous
walleyes, but fun to have hit the
mark. We took a few pictures
and released it back in the

water to fight another day.

| got back in my seat and
threw out to where the fish had
hit on the previous cast. The
jig and minnow had hardly hit
the bottom and | was hooked
up with another heavy feeling
fish. It wasn't long and we
were able to get a good look
at it and it appeared to be
bigger than the last walleye.
My brother netted the fish and
we quickly learned that this
one was over the thirty-one
inch mark. Catching the first
big one felt great, but catching
two over thirty inches and
back to back was never even a
remote thought! We fished for
about another hour, picking
up a few fish before deciding
to go back over the spot we
had fished the day before.

We had fished for about
twenty minutes, before | had a
hit and this one too, felt like it

had potential to
be a nice walleye.
After working

the fish to the
surface, my
brother netted

it and it was
obvious that it
was a really nice
fish. What a good
afternoon, the
fished measured
at thirty-two and
a half inches in
length! We fished
until a little after
sunset, before
calling it a day.
We had a typical
3 days of fishing
in Ontario with
rain, snow

and beautiful
sunshine. We
enjoyed every
day of it and

look forward

to our return

to Ontario.



INNOVATION NEVER RESTS - e
Setting the standard for ultralight hunting gear L Only at K
g S,

for over a decade. KUIU offers an extensive lin
KUIUCOM ULTRALIGHT HUNTING

of apparel and gear for all your hunting needs.




The credit belongs to the man who is actually

“In The Arena”

By Mike Bouton, Executive Director

In March, Midwest Chapter
proudly recognized Mr. Kevin
Hurley, WSF Vice President
of Conservation Emeritus as
the recipient of our Roosevelt
American Spirit “In The
Arena” Conservation Award.

The Roosevelt American Spirit
Conservation Awards represent
individual courage, dedication,
optimism, honor and
compassion — the same virtues
that made America. The awards
are designed to recognize
outstanding contributions to
wild sheep conservation, the
Midwest Chapter, along with its
mission and programs. Winners
of a Roosevelt American Spirit
Conservation Award, serve as
role models for the Midwest
Chapter’s Mission and Values.

Criteria for the “In The
Arena” Conservation Award:
An individual that has
made significant scientific
contributions to the
preservation of North America’s
wild sheep and has dedicated
their lives to ensure the health
and welfare of wild sheep
and wildlife conservation.

The program’s name
was inspired by our 26th
President Theodore Roosevelt
who exemplified courage,
dedication, optimism, honor
and compassion throughout
his life. Teddy Roosevelt did
more for the conservation of
our natural resources and the
preservation of sport hunting
than any other person in the
history of our nation. Teddy
Roosevelt is often considered
the “conservation president.”
In the North Dakota Badlands,
Roosevelt is remembered with
a national park that bears his
name and honors the memory
of the original conservationist.

On April 23, 1910 in Paris,

France and a year after his
second term ended, TR gave
his most enduring speech:
“Citizenship in the Republic”.
This historical speech is the
inspiration for our Roosevelt
American Spirit Conservation
Award named “In The Arena”.

Kevin Hurley has been a pillar
in North American wild sheep
conservation and in our Wild
Sheep Foundation family and
community. He has lead a life
of passion and commitment to
North American wildlife and
in particular to wild sheep.

A career spanning 5 decades.
Three of those decades as
a wildlife biologist for the
state of Wyoming Game &
Fish Department. Retiring as
the statewide bighorn sheep
program coordinator. While
working at WY G&F Department
he chaired the Wild Sheep
Working Group for the Western
Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies and remains an active
member representing the WSF.

His association with the
Wild Sheep Foundation (then
Foundation for North American
Wild Sheep) began 5 decades
ago in his college years — it was
proceeds from the Wyoming
Governor’s bighorn sheep
licenses, that was the major
funding source for his graduate
studies at the University of
Wyoming, where he studied
the Trout Peak bighorn sheep
herd, located between Cody
and Yellowstone National Park.

In 1983, he actually helped
set-up the WSF (FNAWS) office
in Cody, WY. The office was
being moved from John Babler’s
Sigdesign business at 55 W. vy,
St. Paul, MN. where Jane and
John Babler setup and ran the
first office for WSF(FNAWS).

In February of 2011, he joined
the Wild Sheep Foundation
as VP of Conservation —

Thinhorn Programs. He
has had a remarkable and
distinguished career with WSF.

His courage, dedication,
optimism, honor and
compassion for wild sheep
conservation and admiration
by his colleagues and peers
have led to numerous honors
and awards. In 2014, Montana
State University established
the WSF Kevin Hurley Wild
Sheep Biology Award that is
presented annually to either an
MSU graduate or upper-level
undergraduate student studying
wild sheep or mountain goats.

Our Midwest Chapter takes
great pride in our history of
GIA contributions to wild
sheep across North America.
We also take great pride for
our due diligence and fiduciary
responsibility to our members
towards sound conservation
funding. They say traits of
a good financial advisor
are discipline, knowledge,
resilience, patience, humility,
passion, honesty to name
a few. Anyone who has
invested money, knows the
importance and value of a good
financial advisor. Wild sheep
conservation is no different,
it's investing and it too, takes
an advisor with discipline,
knowledge, resilience, patience,
humility, passion and honesty.

Our Chapter is fortunate
to have had such an advisor
in wild sheep conservation
for many years. Not only our
chapter, but WSF and our
family of C&A’s! It is through
Kevin's unwavering support
that many of our chapter’s
investments in wild sheep
conservation have paid
dividends in the way of “Putting
and Keeping Wild Sheep on the
Mountain” and will continue
for the next generation.



The life of a wildlife biologist
does not come without challenges
and dangers, Kevin has survived
not one but two plane crashes.
Both incidents happened while
conducting wildlife surveys.

He has persevered through
limitations as a result but has
continued with determination
and a tire-less work ethic.

The Midwest Chapter and
members say thank you and
congratulations on a remarkable

career in wild sheep conservation.

“It is not the critic who counts;
not the man who points out
how the strong man stumbles,

or where the doer of deeds

could have done them better.
The credit belongs to the man
who is actually in the arena...



“*Hunting Spain”

Spain offers twelve big game
huntable subspecies: four
ibex, two chamois, two sheep,
three deer, and hogs. This
was my second visit to Spain,
and it will not be my last. The
desired animals for this trip
were Roe Deer and Cantabrian
Chamois. During a previous
trip, 1 successfully hunted

Gredos lbex and Mouflon Sheep.

The diversity of the Spanish
landscape, combined with
the abundance and quality of
game animals, is truly special.
This recent hunt was
organized by Fran Cortina from
Corju Hunting Spain, who came
highly recommended by friends
who had previously hunted
with him. After a two-hour ride
from the airport, we got to our
hotel, which was a breathtaking
conversion of a 14th-century
castle. | was impressed by the
scouting efforts conducted
by Fran and his team prior
to my arrival. Several mature
Roe Deer were identified, and
| was fortunate to encounter
a remarkable specimen on the
first evening. | was surprised
by their small size, as they
typically only weigh 40-50
pounds. Equally impressive
is how much character and

By Joe Perella

different

characteristics

are found

in such a

small set of

antlers. Roe
deer employ

a distinctive

vocalization,

similar to

a dog bark.

We observed

numerous deer

throughout

the hunt.

The second
part of the trip
took place in
the Cantabrian
mountains,
going after
chamoaois.

The contrast
between the rolling farmland
where the deer live and the
mountainous regions housing
the ibex and chamois is striking.
After a two-hour drive to the
mountains, we ended up in
a small town consisting only
of a single bar/restaurant,

“hotel”, bakery, pharmacy,
lumberyard, and a handful of
private residences. The hotel
was converted from an old
house that was owned by the
same gentleman that owned

the only restaurant in town.

Cantabrian Chamois are the
smallest among the chamois
subspecies and generally have
brown bodies. We spotted a
lighter blondish one earlier in
the day that managed to evade
us, but after seeing how pretty
they were, | had my heart set
on the lighter variation. After
searching all day, we eventually
found a mature one. We
ascended to a position 440
yards out and took the shot.

If you have never hunted in
Spain, | highly recommend it.
My original intent was to visit
once, take a couple of animals,
and move on. | had no interest
in the Ibex slam. However, after
experiencing the country’s
beauty, people, food, wine and
rich wildlife the first time, |
quickly booked this second hunt.
My mom accompanied me on this
journey, and Fran’s staff took
excellent care of her, exploring
the sights of Spain while | hunted.
Each evening, we reconvened
and shared a late meal with the
other hunters before concluding
our lengthy days. Europe
is perfect for non-hunting
guests due to its comfortable
accommodations and proximity
to civilization. And yes, I'm
already planning a third trip.
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HUNT MORE WITH A LICENSE APPLICATIO]

OUR TEAM HAS BEEN DEDICATED to getting it right for more than 20 years, someth ing we
prove every year by drawing some of the most covete d and competitive tags in the world.

$55 PER
STATE APPLICATIONS RAFFLE APPLICATIONS STATE

B $55 per state 2 3$10 per drawing regardless of PER
$1O SPECIES

B $10 per species the amount of tickets purchased

EXAMPLES: WE VALUE FAMILIES

If you want to apply for Sheep in As an added bonus, we will also
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If you want to apply for Sheep, Mtn as well as offer 50% off rates for your spouse and your children over 18.

Goat, Elk, Deer, and Antelope in

one state, your fee is $105.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO LEARN MORE
PO BOX 250, CEDAR CITY, [UZ3348B85-10PCSHANDI@HUNTINFOO




MIDWEST WSF ATTENDS WSF C&A SUMMIT XVII
HOSTED BY SE CHAPTER WSF
CONTRIBUTES TO OREGON BIGHORNS TO BC APPEAL

In early June, WSF Chapters
and Affiliates throughout

North America, along with
biologists, researchers and
conservationists came together
in Ft Lauderdale, FL to attend
the Wild Sheep Foundation’s
Chapter and Affiliate Summit
XVII. The Summit was hosted
by newly formed Southeastern
Chapter. The Summit was

well attended and attendee
participation in presentations,
round-table type dialogue and
input felt as an all-time high.
It's an amazing three days with
some of the brightest minds

in wild sheep science and
conservation.

The event kicked off with an
evening social on Thursday.
Early Friday morning we

were deep into wild sheep
conservation presentations and
discussions.

Dr. Kate Huyvaert gave a
presentation on her lab’s work
with wild sheep disease testing
diagnostics with field tests.

She was also presented a check
for $50,000 from WSF for the
Rocky Crate Endowment Chair.

Terry Meyers addressed permit
waivers to separate wild and
domestic sheep grazing and
recent success on that topic in
Colorado.

Kevin Martin shared on National
Forest & BLM Planning

Angleo Baio reported on the
formation of the WSF Southeast
Chapter Conservation Corps.

Alejandro Lozano shared
groundbreaking GPS and video
collar data from Mexico’s desert
bighorn sheep reintroduction
project in Sierra El-Alamo,

a landmark in US-Mexico
cooperation.

Tim Schommer receives
the PRAB Award.

Kyle Stelter presented on
Psoroptes treatment trials.

Travis Jensen covered Utah'’s
successful nursery herd
development and predator
control strategies.

A round table on predator
management featured
contributions from all attending
regions.

Renee Thornton and Brandi
Love delivered an update on
Women Hunt, underscoring how
mentorship and inclusivity

are transforming the face of
conservation.

Bryan Bartlett and Mike
Bouton presented on public
engagement strategies.

Saturday morning was a
continuation of in-depth
presentations/dialogue on
various topics.

Kyle Stelter kicked off with
“1Campfire,” a storytelling
initiative aimed at bringing
outdoors lovers together under
the banner of stewardship.

Clint Bentley detailed
emergency water hauls and
translocations in Southern
Nevada.

Sam Cunningham returned
with a report on the successful
Franklin Mountains State Park
translocation.

Bryan Bartlett unveiled
innovative guzzler designs.



Gray Thornton facilitated
a fundraising round table
discussion, tying grassroots
efforts to large-scale impact.

The PRAB panel, featuring Tim
Schommer, Helen Schwantje,
and Chris Barker, explored new

healthy sheep publications.

Sam Cunningham on Aoudad
policy direction.

Grant Chapman discussing
Alberta’s harvest and
management models.

Shane Mahoney provided an
educational and challenging
update on the Wild Harvest
Iniative.

Bill Davis presented on the
Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep
Society’s Rhinehart/Newlon
Project, a water catchment that
will connect two key areas of
desert bighorn sheep habitat.

The event finished on Saturday
night with a wonderful dinner
and fundraiser. Once again,

on Saturday evening, the WSF
family came together to support
and fund a significant wild
sheep conservation project. An
appeal to trans locate Oregon
California Bighorn Sheep to
British Columbia was made,
WSF and C&A'’s stepped to

the plate in a big way! In just

a matter of minutes, over
$186,000 was raised for the
trans location to send California
Bighorns back to the region in
British Columbia where these
wild sheep were trans-located
from in 1954.

This is an opportunity to
collectively repopulate
struggling California bighorn
sheep in B.C., which, as a
province, has gifted so many
other areas their wild sheep
over the years,” said Gray N.
Thornton, President and CEO
of the Wild Sheep Foundation.
“This is the chance to give

back to make such a historical
return happen, and none of us
on hand were surprised at how
quickly the money was raised.”

Twenty sheep were captured
near Williams Lake, BC,
transported, and released

into a 1,000-acre holding
facility on Hart Mountain in
southcentral Oregon. The
sheep thrived and became the
source herd for most of the
CABHS reintroductions and
augmentations in Oregon,
including those into the John
Day River and Deschutes River
canyons.

Between 1954 and 2000, B.C.
exported 693 CABHS in 48
separate transplants to 7
western states (OR, WA, ID, NV,
UT, CA and ND).

Oregon wildlife officials have
proposed to work with B.C. to
translocate 100 sheep back to
the province to augment one of
several herds.

On behalf of its members, WSF
opened the appeal by pledging
$50,000. Monies raised will
provide funding to support

the engagement, consultation,
planning, and successful
execution of translocations

for this project. Those groups
contributing include Wild Sheep
Society of British Columbia,
Midwest Chapter of WSF,
Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep
Society, Alaska WSF, Rocky
Mountain Bighorn Society,
Texas Bighorn Society, New
Mexico WSF, Washington WSF,
Idaho WSF, lowa Foundation
for North American Wild Sheep,
WSF Alberta, Oregon WSF,
Southeastern Chapter of WSF,
Montana WSF Fraternity of

the Desert Bighorn, Utah WSF,
National Bighorn Sheep Center
(WY), the Artee Family (MX) and
Bryan & Barbara Bartlett (NM).

Dr. Kate Huyvaert
Rocky Crate Endowment Chair







Okanagan
Bighorn Sheep
Work 2024-2025

Psoroptes Treatment Trial Date:
June 30, 2025

Report To: Wild Sheep
Foundation and Chapter &
Affiliates

Summary

Bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis
californiana) are an iconic and
ecologically important species

in British Columbia’s Okanagan
Valley. However, these herds
have been severely impacted by
habitat loss and disease.

Historically, subpopulations

in the region have suffered
from two major epizootic
hemorrhagic disease (EHD)
outbreaks in the 1970s

and 2020s, two pneumonia
outbreaks in 1999 and 2020
caused by Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae (M.ovi), and
persistent mange outbreaks
caused by the introduced mite
Psoroptes cuniculi (Psoroptes).
These disease events have
taken a serious toll, and today,
only an estimated 700 bighorn
sheep remain across four
primary population units in the
Okanagan:

- Granby Population Unit

- South Okanagan Population
Unit

- Similkameen-Ashnola
Population Unit

- Westside Road Population
Unit

Project Background &
Funding

In 2024, a collaborative
partnership formed between

the Okanagan Nation Alliance
(ONA), BC Ministry of Water,
Land, and Resource Stewardship
(WLRS), Wild Sheep Society of
British Columbia (WSSBC), Syilx
communities, and other partners
to take action.

The Wild Sheep Foundation

and its Chapters and Affiliates
generously provided $106,000 in
funding from their 2023 Summit
in Rapid City, South Dakota to
help launch this critical initiative.

Field Work and GPS
Monitoring

By late 2024, four new GPS collars
were deployed, supplementing
the 20-30 collars already active in
the region. Significant movement
and mortality data have been
gathered over the past decade
from all four population units.
Biologists continue to maintain a
10% collaring rate, analyzing data
in five-year intervals to validate
past habitat enhancement efforts
and prioritize future work.

The goal is to complete suitable/
capable habitat modeling for

all subpopulations and, in
collaboration with Indigenous
Nations, use Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK)

to identify priority sites for
restoration. Focus areas include:

- Disease transmission hotspots
- Lambing grounds

- Mineral sites

This information will guide all
future connectivity, mitigation,
and habitat enhancement
initiatives.

Psoroptes Treatment Trial —
2025 Launch

The Psoroptes Treatment Trial
officially launched in early 2025.
This pilot project assesses the
effectiveness of two antiparasitic
drugs in managing Psoroptes
cuniculi infestations, currently
impacting the Ashnola—
Similkameen bighorn population.

While Psoroptes is not typically
fatal, it impairs hearing and
causes fur loss—leading to
increased vulnerability to
predation and exposure. Since
its detection, the Ashnola—
Similkameen herd has declined
by approximately 50%.
Biologists from ONA, WLRS,
and the Penticton Indian Band
collaborated on all necessary
permits and plans. Two existing
pens were refurbished, and two
new pens (5 acres each) were
built. Each pen is equipped with:

- A handling chute system
- Feeding and watering stations
- Wind shelter

- Electric fencing for predator
prevention

In February/March 2025, 28
bighorn sheep were successfully
captured and transported to
these pens. Since then, 12
healthy lambs have been born in
captivity.

Activities & Outputs
Capture & Relocation:

- 28 bighorn sheep captured and
relocated

- Transported from the Ashnola—
Similkameen unit to trial pens



Expenditure Report (To Date)
Project:

Canadian Wildlife Capture Ltd.
(Helicopter Time) $1,420/hour
$35,784.00

Fencing, (labor, material)
$88,809.93

Water Totes
$3,045.00

Hay Bales
$4,815.00

Water
$631.50

Big Steel Box rental
$1,401.68

Total = $134,488.11

Next Steps & Future Plans
Ongoing Trial Management:

- Monthly handling of sheep for
drug administration and sample
collection

- Monitoring for ear swabs, skin
scrapes, and blood analysis

to evaluate treatment efficacy
Landscape-Level Treatment
Strategy:

- Use results to develop a
practical, field-ready management
plan to treat Psoroptes at scale
Continued Monitoring & Collar
Deployment:

- Maintain existing GPS collars

- Deploy 20-30 additional collars
for comprehensive tracking and
health surveillance
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Estimated Ram Ram Ewe Ewe
TABLE 1 Population  Licenses Harvest Licenses Haryest
Alberta 6,000 2,285 160 114 38
Arizona 1,300 21 21 0 0
British ColumBia 4,300 193 n/a n/a n/a
California 0 0 0 0 0
Colorado 7,060 253 180 89 50
Idaho 3,780 98 78 0 0
Montana 4,723 Ied) 20* 50 28
Nebraska 220 2 2 0 0
Nevada 2,000 43 35 0 0
New Mexico 1,675 29 26 30 9
North Dakota 480 7 7 0 0
Oregon 5,800 84 83 40 29
South Dakota 282 10 10 0 0
Utah 1,609 65 64 5 4
Washington 1,470 22 22 7 7
Wyoming 6,702 184 148 40 37

Table 1. Range-wide estimates of 2024 bighorr{Rbekp Mountain and California BHS combined)
population size, number of hunting licensesassiuedmber of rams and ewes harvested.

1%PFIVXE = -RGPYHIW PMGIRWIW EPPSGEXIH XS SYX¥% XXIV
es sold to Alberta residents.

2British Columbia — data listed under licensdssnahly the numbers of available draws/permits
issued in Limited Entry Hunt Zones

SLimited entry hunt units only

“Montana — includes limited and unlimited hurstingtdam harvest

5-RGPYHIW GSRXVSPPIH LYRXW EYGXMSR XEK ERH VEJ
n/a — not available
Estimated Ram Ram Ewe Ewe
TABLE 2 Population  Licenses Harvest Licenses Haryest
Arizona 5,600 135 129 0 0
California 5,000 22 19 0 0
Colorado 500 15 14 0 0
Nevada 6,400 200 172 60 41
New Mexico 1,088 27 25 0 0
Texas 650 5 4 0 0
Utah 3,094 84 76 0 0

Table 2. Range-wide estimation of 2024 Deserhlsbep population size, licenses issued, and
rams harvested provided by member agencies of VIAEW\OR a state/province/territory name to
go directly to that jurisdiction.

Total ram tags including management ram hunéfbolemram
2Two outstanding tags at time of print; hunt selade30 September 2025.

n/a — not available

Reprinted with permission from Wild Sheep Foundation



) Estimated Ram Ram Ewe Ewe
¢ TABLE 3 Population  Licenses Harvest Licenses Haryest
° e oo o o -€1 Dall’'s Sheep
fo e e e Alaska Decline 4,197 369 0 (0
" " British ColumBia 700 39 n/a 0 0
A NW Territories n/a n/a n/a n/a nfa
o L.TE,T€, « 1€ Yukon 22,500 1781 234 0 0
- " Stone’s sheep
T e T British Columbia 10,000 102 n/a 0 D
¢ s ° Yukon 100 0 0 0 0
L] L] %0
o TE o Table 3. Range-wide estimation of 2024 Thinhepn(Bladi’s sheep and Stone’s sheep) population
Se oo o . size,_ Iicenses_ issued, and rams harvested pu_y_m_’i_tmdber agencies of WAFWA. Click on a state/
. ’: . . ’: " province/territory name to go directly to thsatigion.
e €. 1t€ ‘British Columbia — data listed under licensdesnaly the numbers of available draws/permits
R " issued in Limited Entry Hunt Zones
e’ (&, n/a — not available
FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2

Figure 1. Bighorn sheep population trend throNghiwAmerica, Figure 2.Thinhorn sheep population trend im Goitisnbia and

2000 — 2024.

Yukon, 2000 — 2024.

FIGURE 3

Figure 3.Thinhorn and bighorn ram licensesCaorads and

U.S., 2000 - 2024.

Reprinted with permission from Wild Sheep Foundation

FIGURE 4

Figure 4.Total ram harvest across all wild shséigtions, 2000

—2024



“*Quakies and Bighorns”

Hunting Bighorn Sheep is
a special opportunity, not
one that many of us avid
outdoorsmen have had a
chance to do. May 19th, 2023
is the day | opened an email
from ldaho Game and Fish,
the first word | saw was
Congratulations! | couldn’t
believe it, a kind of numbness
spread over me. | had
drawn my California
bighorn sheep tag,

a subspecies of the
Rocky Mountain
Bighorn. These special
wild sheep inhabit
the rim rock and
mountains of several
southern Idaho game
management units.
This hunt would be
my last chance to
hunt bighorn sheep in
Idaho; in 2020 | was
fortunate to draw a
Rocky bighorn tag
and harvest a ram.

| started researching
the Jim Sage
Mountains, looking
at base maps, and
talking to people with
knowledge of the
area. This area is a
beautiful high desert
with even higher
peaks all around. Jim Sage
is an island of prime wild
sheep habitat, surrounded
by agricultural land. Access
on the west side is limited,
but | investigated and found
several access points. The
eastern side is primarily
public land, with good access.
| had planned on scouting in
early August but didn’'t make
it. So, | left Lewiston, ID. on
the 28th of August to squeeze
in a couple days of scouting
before the opener. | packed

by Rich Carignan

all my gear. ATV, and several
coolers full of food and ice.
Eight and a half hours later,

| arrived at my camp spot.

| set up camp and drove to
a vantage point for evening
glassing. Although I didn’t see
any sheep, | felt confident they
would be out in the morning.

After having a hasty breakfast,
| made the 30-minute drive

to the area | wanted to scout.
The sunrise was nothing

less than spectacular, it lit

up the sagebrush and the
mountain tops. It didn't take
long; | spotted a group of

five rams. They were a long
way off, but | could tell there
were two nice mature rams.

| continued to watch them,
they eventually fed down to
water when the sun started

to heat the rocks. Some ewes

and lambs appeared on the
rocky ridge above, it was neat
to watch the lambs bounce
around on the cliff edges.

It was now midday, so
| headed back to camp.
Tomorrow was opening day;
the excitement was building.
If the rams were there in the

morning, | felt confident that

| could make a stalk on them.
The next morning, | was at my
glassing point before daylight.
Not long after another
unbelievable sunrise, the five
rams made their appearance.
They were exactly where they
were the night before. | just
planned on waiting for them to
head to water and bed. | would
then be able to make a stalk,
unseen. About an hour into
my wait, the rams spooked
and ran over the top and into



a drainage on the other side.
| soon discovered why; the
other tag holder was stalking
the rams, but unfortunately,
the wind betrayed him.

Over the next few days, |
saw a lot of sheep, mostly
ewes and lambs, but | did
see a couple nice rams. One
afternoon, | spotted a nice ram
with some ewes. | thought he
was worth a closer look, so |
scratched my way to the top
of the mountain. | caught my
breath before peeking over
the rim, nothing. | sat down
to glass and had a bite to eat.
| glassed all around; no sheep
to be seen. The wind picked
up. Increasing from about
ten miles an hour to 70 in a
matter of minutes. | struggled
forward and finally spotted
the sheep. Through watery
eyes, | watched as they ran out
of sight. | was concerned about
the wind as | climbed back to
the ridgeback. | kneeled so |
wouldn’t be blown over the
edge and of course, kneeling
on a cactus. | also put my
hand down as | slid over the
leeward side, finding another
cactus for my hand! The walk
back to the wheeler was nerve-
racking, to say the least, the
small patch of red fir trees
| had to walk through was

swaying greatly.
Back at camp, the
wind howled all
night and into the
next morning.

The next couple of
days were mostly
uneventful, spotting
some ewe groups.
The rams | found
eluded me. | mostly
used the ATV to
scout and check
other access points.
| was amazed at the
beauty that couldn’t
be seen from the
road. | saw bighorn
sheep, antelope,

mule deer and two big bull
elk. In addition, dozens of
sagehens and jackrabbits;
what an amazing abundance
of wildlife. | had to return
home the next day, however,
| decided to return at the end
of September and stay until
the last day if necessary.

| returned on September
27th, accompanied by my
dad this time. We got our
camp set up in the early
afternoon, grabbed some
gear, and headed out to look
for rams. That evening we
saw a few ewes and lambs,
but no rams. After dinner,
| looked at some maps and
decided to try an access
point that was very obscure,
but would get me close to
the area where | thought the
sheep would be hiding.

After trying the normal
glassing spots first thing in
the morning with no luck, we
went to the new area | had
decided on last evening. After
unloading the ATV, dad and |
rode deep into this new area.
After parking, we walked
over a ridge, down into a
nice creek bottom. The color
of the quaking aspens and
rock formations was unreal.

| had a feeling this was the
spot. It was not long before a
group of seven rams jumped
up. Dad and | were about 50
yards apart and he pointed
out the biggest ram. After a
little scrambling around, |
managed to get on the ram. At
only about 60 yards, | made a
perfect shot. The ram fell off a
cliff and into the creek bottom,
right into a patch of cactus. |
didn’t realize how magnificent
the ram was until | got to him,
he was beautiful. Counting
the annuli determined he was
5 % years old. After a short
celebration and an abundance
of pictures, we sat there just
taking it all in, what a beautiful
place. The quaking aspens
were just starting to turn

color, all the different shades
of rock outcroppings and a
nice cold little stream nearby!

| was able to get the ATV
fairly close, so the pack was
not too bad. After we had
the meat and hide in coolers,
we had a chance to relax and
enjoy a beverage or two and
some quality father/son time.
Being able to have my dad
with me was priceless, he was
not able to be with me when
| harvested on my previous
sheep hunt. So, this was an
extra special hunt for me, the
memories will last a lifetime.



Bablers Leave a Legacy

Our Midwest Chapter WSF would like to congratulate John & Jane Babler on their much-deserved
award and recognition as 2025 WSF Icons of Conservation. In May, Wild Sheep Foundation hosted the
inaugural Icons of Conservation Gala in historic Charleston, South Carolina. The landmark evening
honored the legacy of the Bablers for their dedication, vision and impact on shaping the direction and

success of WSF.

The event was not only a celebration of the past, but a bold investment in the future. On the same
day, the Foundation received commitments totaling $10 million to the Wild Sheep Legacy Foundation
Endowment Fund from generous donors - an extraordinary show of support that will directly impact
the future of wild sheep conservation - forever. Also recognized as Icons of Conservation during the

evenings event were Louis Breland and Bernie Fiedeldey.

Icons of Conservation recipients, John & Jane Babler
WSF President/CEO Gray Thornton, WSF Development Manager, Paige Culver



In June, my wife, Karen and

| traveled to the South Island

of New Zealand to withess

the beautiful landscapes of

the world-famous destination,
and | would
try my luck
at hunting
Tahr. What an
adjustment
to know your
destination is
already well
into tomorrow
and then
comprehend
you will be
arriving there,
the day after
tomorrow.

If the airlines could

keep us on schedule,

unfortunately, they did not.

During the drive to the lodge,
the outfitter mentioned that
the hunting region had had
a snow event over the past
two days. Being familiar
with Minnesota’s winter
weather he felt we'd be up
for the challenge and have an
excellent opportunity for a
mature Tahr. The fully snow-
covered mountain range to the
west was beautiful, paralleling
us, as we drove south to the
lodge from Christchurch.

The next morning, we left the
lodge a couple hours before
first light so we would be at
the base of the mountain to
begin glassing early. This was
my wife’s first experience
hunting, and our guide had

“Farther Down There
Than | Thought!”

by Mike Bouton

some apprehension knowing
the type of terrain and its
steepness. We only picked
up a few female Tahr after
about an hour of glassing,
so we decided to move
about a mile farther up the
mountain. To an area where
my guide had seen a couple
mature bull Tahr a few days
earlier while scouting.

Late in the morning, we
spotted a mature bull that
was obviously still in rut
and actively pursuing a
female. We made a plan to
make a stalk up a narrow
draw that would likely keep
us just below the bull’s line
of sight. My guide, Hamish
questioned Karen whether
she really wanted to climb
with us or stay low and
watch with binoculars, he
stated, that he didn't have
any women that wanted to
hike that high all season.
She didn’t come all that way
just to watch from below. In
the last few summers, she’s
been to the top of Mount
Kilimanjaro, ran a couple
marathons and last summer
hiked the Tour du Mont Blanc.

We were able to get within
approximately 340 meters
from the bull and set up for
the shot. The bull's attention
was still on the same female,
giving us the ability to set
up and wait for the right
position to take the shot.

| was surprised to have
taken the Tahr on the first
day, but that also meant we
would have a couple days
more than expected to travel
and experience New Zealand.

Now that we had the time, we
decided to visit Queenstown,
known for its spectacular
mountain backdrop, snow
sports and international
reputation for its quality Pinot
Noir. What | didn't realize was,
Queenstown is also where
bungee jumping was born.

As we drove by the Kawarau
Gorge Suspension Bridge, not

more than 200’ away, it felt
like a really good idea, all
the way up until | shuffled
out onto the small wooden
platform with my feet tied
together and nauseously
peered down to the river,
realizing, it's farther down
there than | thought! I highly
recommend New Zealand,
bungee jumping, not so much!









s December 8th and 9th dawned at Hells
AGate Marina in Lewiston Idaho, gear and

backpacks were being loaded into waiting
jet boats. Idaho Fish and Game (IDF&G), Tribal
members, and 10 volunteers each day from the
Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation (ID WSF) were
preparing for a the first of two days of bighorn
Sheep captures In Hells Canyon. Volunteers
are assisting IDF&G in any way possible. That
includes weighing, checking temperature, blood
samples, collaring, fat check and nasal swabs to
test for Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (Movi).
After all gear and people were accounted for, the
big Jet boats operated by Snake River Adventures
headed to the first capture sight.

Dr. Kate Huyvaert of the college of Veterinary
Medicine at Washington State University was also
assisting. Also present were members of the Nez
Perce Tribe (Nimiipuu), and the Confederated
tribes of the Umatilla. Eric Kash Kash (Director
of the wildlife division for the Nez Perce Tribe)
and James Holt (Program leader wildlife division
of the Nez Perce tribe) filled in the slow time with
amazing stories about their ancestors in Hells
Canyon. Andrew Wildbill (Wildlife program
manager for the CTUIR) filled us in on historical
facts and the Native American perspective on
hunting and fishing.

When the sound of the helicopter echoed through



the canyon, bighorns or (“tifunn”) hanging on a long
line came into view. Jim Pope and his amazing team
at Leading Edge Aviation kept us busy. The IDF&G
team led by Hollie Miyasaki, Frances Cassier and Jana
Ashling and many other team members went to work.
ID WSF volunteers were assigned tasks and 16 ewes,
and 3 rams were captured and tested that first day.

The next day found us further up the Snake River, a
spot that has been used many times for captures. Kyson
Fletcher and Dawson Luther (Snake River Adventures)
did a fine job of getting us safely to our destinations! As
usual Jim and his team

kept us extremely busy

testing bighorns. 18 ewes,

4 lambs and 3 rams were processed. A great time was
had by all! Thank you to the IDF&G for allowing us to
be involved in these captures, what a great team. Also,
a big thank you to all the volunteers for all your hard
work and to the Nez Perce Tribe and the Confederated
tribes of the Umatilla. We look forward to working
together in the future “to put and keep wild sheep on
the mountain”!

"RY ARRNNS



2026 BANQUET DATES

NOTE: Dates noted are as of press time.
Please check C&A websites for updates.

Sheep Week ©......ccceiviiiiiiiiennnne January 19-24 ... Reno, NV
Sheep Show ®.....ccooevvviieiiiieiieciee January 21-24
Icons of Conservation Gala  ...... April 29-May 1 ............... New Orleans
Roosevelt Hotel
WSF Thinhorn Summit IV May 5-7  Prince George, BC
WSF C&A Summit XVIII .. May 14-16 ... Grand Junction, CO
WSSBC Jurassic ClassiC .....c.cccceeenneee. Aug 21-23 ............. Chilliwack, BC
WSF CHAPTERS:
Chapter Date Location
AlaskaWSE........cccccoviiiiiieiiiee April10-11.....eee Anchorage,AK
California WSE..........occovveiiiiiiiiiiiiiecee APLil25....o IBD...
Eastern ChapterWSE..........c.cccccoiiie Feb.27-28.......cccccoeeeeeen. Lancaster, PA
IdAhOWSE......cooiieeeeeeieeeeeee e March.21....ccccoviiiiiieiieennnn, Boise, ID
lowa FNAWS.........ooie March 27-28........ccccc.c..... Des Moines, IA
Midwest Chapter WSE......................] March 20-21................... Minnetonka, MN
MontanaWSE...........cccooiiiiiiiiiee, March 6-7.....ccoevvvvvneennn. Bozeman, MT
New MeXiCOWSF.........ccccoeviiiiiieein, 6.EJ¥% | 3RP]
OregonNWSE.......iiiee e April. 25, Bend, OR
Southeastern ChapterWSE...........cccccoeeeenne TBD...ooiieee e TBD...
UtahWSFE.....coooiiiiieeeee e March.21.................. IZEPX OEOI '"MX] 98
Washington WSE.........ccccooceiiiiis March 14.........ccoovveeee. Tacoma, WA
WSF AIberta.....cccooeeevvevieeieeeiieeeeeeeeen March.6-7...cccceeeevvvvunnnn..l) Red Deer,AB
WSF Alberta—Yellowhead...................cc...... Aptil...d Edson,AB
T ISQMRK G E e, June 5-G......ccoeiiiiein Casper,WY
YUKONWSE ..o TBD
WSF AFFILIATES:
%J% PMEXI (EXI OSGEXMSR
%VM~ASRE (IWIVX &MKLSYR] 7L8&T..7.5.G.M.l Xdottsdale, AZ
Elko Bighorns Unlimited................ccccvvvvnneen. TBD..
*VEXIVRMX] SJ XLI.(IWIVYK] & MEA(SV.R.......... LasVegas, NV

2EXMSREP &MKLSVR 7LIIT "IRXIV .YP] %RRMZIVWEV]
Nov 1—Big Horn Bash

2IFVEWOE &MK #EQ.L.7S.GMareh]20.......cc.cccveennn.nd Lincoln, NE
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited......................... U TVMP......cccv Reno, NV
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Fallon.............. TBD ............ooeevvnnnee, Fallon, NV
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Midas............... TBD ..o, Midas, NV
Northern Nevada SCI Chapter....................... TBD ..o, Reno, NV

6SGO] 1SYRXEMR &MKLAMRL7ZBG.M.1.X].........Loveland, CO
6SGO] 1SYRXEMR +SEX %PPMERGI

7SGMIX] JSV XLI 'SRWZ...SJ.BMKLSVR 7LIIT
8I\EW &MKLSV.R.Z.SGM.LX]...... June.6................... San Antonio, TX
sMPH 7LIIT 7SGMIX] SJ..&.°22FWRXLILV.R..Dawson Creek, BC
;7 7TSGMIX] SJ &'~ 7EPYXLPBeB272B W.LV.Z E X MBdrticton, BC

NOTE: No date listed = Date not yet determined oopided by C&A
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CHAPTERS:
ALASKA WSF

Kevin Kehoe, President
907-441-6323
resident@akwildshee .or

Moll McCarth -Cun er,

Executive Director

907-615-2104
executivedirector@akwildshee .or
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CALIFORNIA WSF

Donald C. Martin, President
310-766-3921
Don-martin@earthlink.net

CALIFORNIA WSF Cha ter O ce
Beverl Valdez, Cha ter Sta
650-472-3889

ortheshee @ mail.com
www.caws .or

EASTERN CHAPTER WSF
Henr Noss, President
Noss-s.mt.redbones@olive.com
610-223-8798

EASTERN CHAPTER WSF
Chater O ce

Bill Carter, O ce Mana er
ino@ecws .or and bill@ecws .or
814-656-1831

WWW.ecws .or

IDAHO WSF

Triston Warner, President
Live2hunt13@hotmail.com
208-604-2244

Trac Rowle , Chater Sta
208-345-6171

trac @rtmma t.com
www.idahowildshee .or
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MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
STUDENT CHAPTER OF WSF
Janessa Kluth, Cha ter contact
208-420-4240

montanastatews @ mail.com
acebook.com/MSUWSF

NEW MEXICO WSF

Br an Bartlett, President

(575) 635-3499

BartleBC@ ahoo.com
newmexicowildshee @ mail.com
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YUKON WSF

S encer Wallace, President
867-689-2074

ukonws@ mail.com

www. ukonws .com
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Fraternit o the Desert Bi horn
Patrick Cummin s, President
Patrickcummin s1002@ mail.com
www. raternit o thedesertbi horn.com
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Rock Mountain Goat Alliance
Marvin Kwiatkowski, Chairman
marvin@ oatalliance.or

www. oatalliance.or

Contact: Kendrick Chittock, Fundraisin
Coordinator

kendrick@ oatalliance.or

in 0@ oatalliance.or
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Texas Bi horn Societ

Cla Brewer, President
325-792-4177

Cla brewerl@outlook.com
www.texasbi hornsociet .or

TBS Administrator

Pa e Carter, O ce Admin
O: 806-745-7783

C: 806-759-8257

a e@texasbi hornsociet .or
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Reprinted with permission from Wild Sheep Foundation
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Restoring the Rim: A Burn for the Bighorns
By: Katie Cheesbrough, WY-WSF Executive Director

In the mountains above Dubois,
Wyoming, a long-awaited fire
lit up the landscape, and a
renewed sense of hope for the
Whiskey Mountain bighorn

sheep herd.

After years of planning,
coordination, and perseverance,
the Torrey Rim prescribed burn

was successfully implemented
in June 2025. Over the course
of a carefully executed
operation, approximately 400
acres of conifer-choked terrain
were burned, reconnecting
fragmented summer and
winter ranges and unlocking
a healthier future for one of
Wyoming’s most iconic species.

“I don't think this burn could
have gone any better than
it did,” said Amy Anderson,
Habitat Biologist with the
Wyoming Game and Fish
Department (WGFD). For those
who have championed this
project from the beginning, that
sentiment says it all.

Fire With a Purpose
Prescribed fire might not be

the first thing most people
associate with wildlife

conservation, but in the world
of bighorn sheep, fire can be
a life-saver. For decades, the
Torrey Rim area suffered from
fire suppression, allowing
juniper and other conifers to
slowly encroach upon vital
habitat. Dense canopy and
reduced visibility left sheep
vulnerable to predators and
unable to move freely between
their summer and winter
ranges.

The 2019 Whiskey Mountain
Bighorn Sheep Plan—a product
of broad public collaboration
and scientific insight—
identified habitat restoration,
including the use of prescribed
fire, as essential to reversing
herd decline. It wasn't just
good science; it was a matter of
survival.

That plan led to the
development of the Torrey
Rim project within the Glacier
Edition of the Fitzpatrick
Wilderness, supported by
the Wild Sheep Foundation
(WSF), Wyoming Wild Sheep
Foundation (WY-WSF), and the
National Bighorn Sheep Center
(NBSC), in coordination with
the U.S. Forest Service and

WGFD. Legal authority for the
burn within this specific area
was established in the 1984

Wyoming Wilderness Act, which

included explicit language

allowing mechanized and
motorized activity for bighorn
sheep habitat improvement—a

rare and forward-thinking

inclusion. However, despite that

authority, the bureaucracies of

getting approval to implement
this project has taken a lot
coordination and patience.

A Flawless Execution

The success of this burn was
no accident. It was the result
of years of groundwork, literal
and figurative. Chainsaw crews
prepped key acreages, and
partners monitored conditions
for months, waiting for the
perfect burn window.

When it came, a dedicated team
of professionals made it count.

Our hats go off to our
partners at the WGFD and
USFS. These folks faced
logistical, environmental, and
bureaucratic hurdles, made
even more
challenging
by the current
pressures
facing federal
agencies, and
still delivered
flawless
execution.
Their passion
for Wyoming’s
natural
resources
burned as
bright as the
flames they
managed.

As the fire
moved across
the landscape,

restoring



visibility and clearing the way
for native grasses, a group
of bighorn sheep stood on a
nearby hillside watching the
smoke rise. What an excellent
day for bighorn sheep!

A Community Win

The Torrey Rim burn didn’t just
improve habitat; it reconnected
the ecological and human
communities invested in this

place. At the recent WY-WSF

board meeting, sharing the
news of the burn’s success was
a moment of celebration and
pride.

The area burned will
significantly increase forage
and functional habitat for the
herd, directly addressing the
challenges identified in the
bighorn population’s declining
trends. It also provides a critical
corridor between summer
range on Whiskey Peak and
winter range on Torrey Rim—an
ecological bridge rebuilt by fire.

Successful prescribed burns
in wilderness areas are rare.
They require legal justification,
careful planning, and
extraordinary patience. This
project is a shining example of
what's possible when science,
community, and agency
dedication align.

Looking Ahead

As the smoke has settled
and ash has given way to
green shoots, the real magic
begins. Monitoring efforts will
document the return of native
grasses, shifts in forage quality,
and the herd’s response to
their renewed habitat. Photos
taken during and after the burn

already show promising results,

and curious sheep. In time, the

benefits of the project will grow
even more obvious.

To agencies, organizations,
funders, and supporters who
trusted the process and stayed
patient: it paid off. The Whiskey
Mountain herd has a brighter
future, thanks to the fire and
the people who helped light the

way.



North Dakota Bighorn Sheep Management Plan

2024 — 2034 (Excerpt Below)
Wiedmann, B. P., V. C. Bleich, and C. E. Penner. 2024. North Dakota

History

Prior to European settlement

of North America, bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis) ranged
from Canada to Mexico, and
eastward to the Dakotas

and Nebraska. Seton (1929)
estimated their numbers at 1.5
— 2 million, but that estimate
likely is greatly exaggerated
(Valdez 1988). Bighorn sheep
occupy a narrow habitat niche
and are widely distributed
across western North America.
Notwithstanding, bighorn sheep
were extirpated throughout
much of their historical range
and numbered only 15,000 —
20,000 by the early twentieth
century.

Audubon’s bighorn sheep
(formerly O. c. auduboni)
were native to North Dakota,
where small, fragmented
subpopulations likely occurred
as a metapopulation along the
Little Missouri, Missouri, and
Yellowstone rivers.

The Lewis and Clark expedition
observed their first “anamale”
with circular horns near the
confluence of the Yellowstone
and Missouri rivers in present-
day North Dakota. Despite the
expedition’s poor luck hunting
the “big horned anamale” in
North Dakota, they managed

to kill two along the Missouri
River in Montana. John James
Audubon and Theodore
Roosevelt also wrote about their
difficulties and frustrations
hunting bighorn sheep in

North Dakota. It is impossible
to know with certainty how
many bighorn sheep inhabited
the state historically, but they

likely were never abundant

as North Dakota lies on the
eastern fringe of their historical
distribution.

Although Audubon’s

bighorn sheep were recently
synonymized with Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep

(O. c. canadensis), the last
native bighorn sheep in North
Dakota was killed near the
Little Missouri River in 1905.
Unregulated hunting certainly
contributed to the extirpation
of native bighorn sheep in
North Dakota, but diseases
introduced from domestic
sheep likely played a more
important role in their demise.

The North Dakota Game

and Fish Department

(NDGF) became interested in
reintroducing bighorn sheep to
western North Dakota during
the mid-1940s, but it was

not until 1955 that a source
population was found that was
both available and thought
suitable for translocation to
the region’s badlands habitat.
At that time, California
bighorn sheep (formerly O.

c. californiana; currently
classified as O. c. canadensis)
in southern British Colombia
occupied low-elevation canyon
habitats thought to be like the
badlands of North Dakota.

In 1956, bighorn sheep were

translocated from British
Columbia to an enclosure
located at Magpie Creek,
McKenzie County, North Dakota
where they would serve as
source-stock to reestablish
bighorn sheep throughout the
badlands.

Corral trap used to capture
bighorn sheep in British
Columbia, CA. (1956)

Bighorn sheep (18) were
translocated from BC, CA. to
North Dakota



Capturing bighorn sheep using
net-guns fired from helicopters
is expensive but, generally has
been a safe and cost-effective
technique.

Interstate trans locations of
bighorn sheep to North Dakota,
1956-2023 (courtesy WAFWA
Wild Sheep Working Group).

Harvest Methodology

Bighorn sheep generally occur
at low densities so they will
never be abundant in North
Dakota and, consequently,
neither will hunting licenses.
Bighorn sheep are long-lived
ungulates with low recruitment
rates, so populations can be
vulnerable to over-harvest.
Although most jurisdictions

in North America have unique
goals and objectives for
issuing hunting licenses, all are
characterized by conservative
harvest rates compared to other
ungulates. For example, only

Alberta,
Colorado,
Montana,
Nevada,
and
Wyoming
allow a
limited
harvest of
females,
and most
jurisdictions harvest males
at only 1-5% of the total
population. Recently, 4-6
licenses have been issued in
North Dakota, with a goal of 12
by 2034.

Historically, the bighorn sheep
hunting season in North Dakota
occurred during September,
but that timeframe resulted in

a disproportionate harvest of
Class Il and Ill males because
the largest males are most

apt to join females later.
Consequently, in 2010, the
season was changed to coincide
with the rut to increase the
harvest of Class IV males.

Three primary factors are
considered when determining
the number of hunting licenses
issued annually: abundance
of males; age structure of the
male cohort; and the ratio

of males to females. These
data are collected during the
annual census and then are
used to determine the number
of licenses to be issued. There
is no one size fits all method

for setting the number of
bighorn sheep licenses, but the
following criteria are generally
followed in North Dakota,
where bighorn sheep persist

at low densities and are widely
distributed across their range:

1. Based on a 100% success
rate, total harvest should be

" RI FXUO PDOHV L H
4.5-year-olds), but should

not exceed 8% of total males.
Males occupying areas that are
closed to hunting should not

be included when determining

the number of hunting

licenses. These parameters
maximize hunter opportunity,
ensure a sustainable harvest

of mature males, and protect
cohorts with few males from
overharvest. Three scenarios

are summarized below:

, ] WKH DQQXDO FHQVX
revealed 100 total males, of
ZKLFK ZHUH - FXUO WK
7 licenses would be issued (i.e.,
“ RI FXUO PDOHV DQG "
of total males);

] WKH DQQXDO FHQVX
revealed 75 total males, of
ZKLFK ZHUH - FXUO WK
6 licenses would be issued (i.e.,
i R FXUO PDOHV DQG
of total males);

, ] WKH DQQXDO FHQVX
revealed 100 total males, of
ZKLFK ZHUH -

3 license would be issued (i.e.,
i RI FXUO PDOHV DQG
of total males).

FXUO WK

2. The goal for the male to
female ratio is 0.55:1.0 (Fig. 35);

3. The goal for mean age
RI KDUYHVWHG UDPV LV « \

4, Although there is no
goal for horn size, the long-
term trend using the Boone

& Crockett scoring system is
recorded and revised annually.



Recent history, and the 2034
goal for bighorn sheep hunting
licenses in ND.

1Based on annual ground
surveys of known herds.

22034 projection based on
population growth of extant
populations, and potential
introductions at Moody Plateau,

South Bullion, Mikes Creek, and
Morman Butte.

HARVEST STRATEGY

History

The first recreational hunting
season for bighorn sheep in
North Dakota was proclaimed
in 1975 and, except for five
years (1980-1983, 2015),
hunting seasons have been
held annually since. Hunting
licenses are once-in-a-lifetime
and issued via a lottery. In
1986, NDGF began offering
one license to be auctioned
to the highest bidder through
the Wild Sheep Foundation

to generate more funding for
the management of bighorn
sheep in the state (Fig. 31).
NDGF subsequently signed a
management partnership with
the Wild Sheep Foundation —
Midwest Chapter in 1999, and

that group has
auctioned North Dakota’s fund-
raising license annually since.
From 1986 to 2024, the auction
license has raised $2,208,500
(annual range $17,000-
$226,000) for management
projects in the state (Fig. 32).
One hundred percent of the
purchase price of the auction
license is remunerated to NDGF
for management of bighorn
sheep, and a 5% buyer's fee is
remunerated to WSF — Midwest
Chapter. Since 1986, 37 of 38
auction hunters (97.4%) have
been successful in harvesting a
ram.

Hunting bighorn sheep has
been restricted to males-only
since the inaugural season. A

Interest by sportsman in
hunting bighorn sheep in North
Dakota is apparent from the

The ratio of males to females in
North Dakota has exhibited a
slight downward trend, 2013 —
2023.

marked increase in applications
submitted for lottery licenses
(Fig. 33). Residents and non-
residents pay a $5 and $100
non- refundable application

fee, respectively, and are then
entered into a random drawing.
No more than one non-resident
may draw a bighorn sheep
license in the annual lottery.
NDGF does not offer preference
points for bighorn sheep. In
2023 there were four hunting
units.

FXUO UHVWULFWLRQ GHVLIJQDWLQJ

legal rams was abandoned
during the 1990s, however,
in favor of the current any-
ram regulation because it is
less ambiguous and easier
to enforce. NDGF issued
276 bighorn sheep licenses
from 1975 to 2023, and 270
(97.8%) of those hunters were
successful. Although hunters
were required to hunt with

NDGF personnel during the
first several seasons, hunters
now are encouraged to attend
an orientation meeting, and
all hunts are do-it-yourself.
Guiding and oultfitting are
prohibited on public lands in
North Dakota.

All hunters must register
harvested rams with NDGF:
biological samples are collected,
age is determined, horn size

is recorded, and a plug with a
unique number is permanently
embedded into one horn. All
heads of wild sheep possessed
in North Dakota, regardless of
where they were harvested or
collected, must be identified in
the same manner. Possession
of bighorn sheep skulls without
a valid hunting license is
prohibited in North Dakota.

To discourage poaching, NDGF
does not issue permits to
individuals who find bighorn
sheep skulls; such skulls must
be surrendered to NDGF,

and most are then donated

to worthy organizations for
educational purposes.



million dollars for management

of bighorn sheep, 1986-2024.

North Dakota’s auction license
has raised more than two

Interest in hunting bighorn sheep in North Dakota is evidenced by the number of
applicants for lottery licenses, 1975 — 2023.

Since 1986, revenue from
the state’s auction license
has been the primary
source of funding for
North Dakota’s bighorn
sheep management
program.

Wiedmann, B. P., V. C.
Bleich, and C. E. Penner.



“Why Wildlife Matters”

I have a growing concern for
the future of wild animals, for
the lands and the waters that
sustain them, and for the future
of hunting itself. Indeed, | am
concerned for the future of all
human experience with wild
nature.

We stand on a ragged
precipice of change -not a clean
line, certainly, but nevertheless
at a point in history where
fundamental redirection is
inevitable. Along this fault line,
the relevance of hunting — a
guestion that far exceeds its
mere economic importance
or contribution to wildlife
management — will be resolved,
and the fate of hunting decided.

by Shane P. Mahoney

Don’t we all feel this shadow
lurking, vague yet perceptible to
our hunter senses?

Yet, as hunters, what capacity
do we hold to influence this
discussion? What can we say
that will affect the public mind,
that will help ensure the future
of wildlife and our traditions
of engagement with it? We are
hunters — men and women who
have pursued wild creatures, not
vicariously through film or story,
but in the reality of wind and
rain, of fatigue and discomfort, of
excitement and fear, with elation
or disappointment. Can hunters
offer insights that are unique
to our deep experience, that are
more profound than those of

others? Can we explain why the
wild animals matter so much?

In posing this question,
| assume that wild creatures
matter greatly to all hunters.
I am assuming that each of us
must at some point marvel at the
sheer beauty of wild things, of
the extraordinary resilience and
physical capacities they possess
and the dazzling complexity of
their behaviors. Only wild animals
show us an existence open to
every risk, every possibility. They
exist in the terrible beauty of the
now, with no guarantees of the
next moment.

Itis in pursuit of these wild
creatures that we experience
frontier — that great, imagined



boundary, the horizon of our
everyday lives that we seek to
cross, to leave behind, if only for
those short, intense periods of
the hunt. It is this transcendence
that ensures we never forget or
let go of the reality of our original
lives as hunters that enables us to
put modernity — with all its petty
tensions and ridiculous opulence
—in perspective. It is this
experience that strips us down

to the vibrant core of our being
and awakens that bittersweet
hunger for what is always slightly
beyond our reach. It is in seeking
those others, in striving to take
possession of their wild freedom,
and in confronting the ultimate
realities of life and death,

the enduring uncertainty, the
undeniable beauty, that we come
to understand how absolutely
precious our own lives are. Who
but the wild others can give us
this?

Who but they can remind
us so directly of our shared
inheritance, our relatedness,
our mutual dependence upon
one another and the natural
world? When we watch in late
evening the great rams resting on
sunlit slopes, their heavy curls
bejeweled with embers of light,
and their eyes half closed and
jaws scissoring in easy, effortless
motion, do we not understand
that life at that precious moment
is good for them, and us, equally?
When we stare transfixed as the
grizzly mother stands to identify
threats to young cubs that jostle
and roll in the late spring snow,
are we not taught that all young
lives are precious and must be
defended? When we sit with
our back to some venerable old
tree, listening for that first wild
turkey to gobble and see the
deer floating through the early
morning mist, kissed by a young
sun and the first breath of wind
— are we not at these moments
closer to understanding the
reality of existence, the power of
beauty, and the grace of creation?

Indeed, are not even the most
difficult of concepts entertained
and illuminated in the actions

and lives of wild creatures?
For, like us, does it not seem
that they too must explore the
transition between worlds?

Is it not when witnessing the
great fishes rise to air from

the depths of dark blue seas,
or the silver-sided torpedoes
vault above the river's froth,

or ducks alight bemused on
the first frail ice of fall, that

we remind ourselves how all
things must work in unison for
the world to make any sense to
us at all? That all lives, taken
in isolation, are vulnerable and
unexplained, but together make
up the wondrous and enduring
tapestry of existence? Who but
the wild others can offer such
wisdom and teach us to be
human?

We would do well as
hunters to reflect more on
such things, and less upon the
kills we make, the technology
we use, the records we attain.
It is not in the carcass or the
horns that the hunt finds its
true purpose. Rather, itis in
extracting a clarity of view, a
humility to expose our own
frailties and a willingness to
be diminished by the scale and
complexity of wild places and
wild lives. This is the priceless
cargo that hunting freights to

the human condition. Surely,
then, the hunt must bring a
new perspective to the human
mind. Otherwise, we must
admit its failure to influence
and penetrate us deeply, and
therefore, the willful death

of wild things is merely an
indulgence.

But surely the hunt must
teach us something about the
inherent worth of the wild
others and our responsibility
to them. We must come to
understand that in watching
them, in pursuing them, in
striking out onto paths that
enter their world and leave ours
behind, we are afforded the
greatest and most profound
experiences of our lives. It is
true that wild country, in and
of itself, is a remarkable tonic
for the soul, but like the stained
glass of a cathedral, it is the
wild creatures that inhabit
such places that catch and
refract the light of existence.
They are the portals through
which we glimpse the enduring
value of life and the universal
inevitability of death. It is only
in their midst that we can
experience the full spectrum of
our humanness.









A Brief History of the Public Land Concept

Since 1788, Article 1V,
Section 3, clause 2 of
the U.S. Constitution
has given Congress the
authority to acquire
and manage federal
property. Today, that
includes roughly 640
million acres of land,
nearly 28 percent of
the 2.3 billion acres
in 50 states and the
District of Columbia.

Just four federal land management
agencies administer 606 million acres
(95 percent) of these federal lands.
The U.S. Forest Service manages
193 million acres in the National
Forest System, the Bureau of Land
Management manages 245 million
acres, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service manages 89 million acres as
part of the National Wildlife Refuge
System, and the National Park Service
manages 80 million acres in the
National Park System.

Early Club members like Theodore
Roosevelt, Stephen Mather, and

By PJ Del[Homme

the creation of these public lands and  act established Yellowstone as an
the agencies that manage them.What LQYLRODWH ZLOGOLIH UHIXJ
follows is an abbreviated timeline the country, and it provided for armed
of what a handful of Club members ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW W ZDV W
accomplished in the early days of the HVWDEOLVKLQJ GH¢{QLWLYH
ZRUOGTV ¢UVW FRQVH U Yawabgdrn@ntRPurey, ldiikit @4 also the

¢UVW IHGHUDO ZLOGOLIH SU

Key Milestones in Public

Land By Early Members of
the Boone and Crockett Club Introduced to Congress by Club

member John F. Lacey, the Organic
Administration Act established the
forest reserve system in the United
States to supply timber to the country.
The forest reserve system was a
precursor to the establishment of the
Forest Service in 1905.

1897—National Forest System

1887—Boone and Crockett Club
Formed

Congressman John F. Lacey in August,
1906.

Founded by Theodore Roosevelt and
George Bird Grinnell, the Boone
and Crockett Club’s early members
also included artist Albert Bierstadt,
General Philip Sheridan, General 1903—National Wildlife Refuge
William Tecumseh Sherman, and other System
QRWDEOH ¢(JXUHV RI WKH SHULRG
Florida’s Pelican Island became
RXU ¢UVW QDWLRQDO ZLOGO
] California Senator and Club member
1894—Yellowstone Game Protection George C. Perkins used research
Act provided by Boone and Crockett to
help push the National Wildlife Refuge
Boone and Crocket'g mgmber John System Act through Congress. Key
F. Lacey, an enthusiastic supporter Club members involved were Alden

:)(f ?l(eIIO\;vstons, iEtlgodtlciq thz ¢ Sampson, Dr. Ed W. Nelson, and U.S.
ellowstone Fark Frotection Act. Senator George C. Perkins.

Lacey was disgusted by reports of

*LURUG 3LQFKRW SOD\H dﬂ‘%‘ﬁtﬂ"@{e 993@@%329@55

g-game poptlations



1905—U.S. Forest Service in central Montana is managed by the
Bureau of Land Management, which
BURSRVHG E\ &0OXE P HP Effddadds®® hafonal monuments
BLQFKRW ¢(UVW FKLHI RladfbéshtheBnésteprRIJII dhWAlaska.
Service), the Forest Reserves Transfer
Act established the U.S. Forest Service
by transferring the forest reserves

from the Department of Interior

to the Department of Agriculture.

Club members Pinchot, C. Hart
Merriam (Chief of the U.S. Bureau

of Biological Survey), T.S. Palmer, ] O
U.S. Congressman John F. Lacey, and when President William Howard Taft

President Theodore Roosevelt were  Signed the legislation into law. Integral
all instrumental in this legislation’s to the process were Club members

SUCCESS. Professor Raphael Pumpelly, Henry
S. Graves, U.S. Senator Thomas B.
Carter and Chief of the U.S. Forest

1910—Glacier National Park

First surveyed and proposed by Club
member George Bird Grinnell, Glacier

1917—Mount McKinley (Denali)
National Park

Club member Charles Sheldon
originally campaigned and surveyed
the area around Alaska’s Mount
McKinley to protect Dall’'s sheep.
Legislation that designated the park’s
boundaries was then written by Club

IDWLRQDO 3DUN ZDV RV heR2f,\wkothéd-Refp&t\Wed fre

passage of the Mount McKinley
National Park Act, now Denali
National Park. Chief of the U.S.
Bureau of Biological Survey Dr. Ed.
W. Nelson, Stephen T. Mather, and
Belmore Browne also played leading

6HUYLFH *LUuRUG 3LQFKRPMesin its creation.

1906—Antiquities Act and National
Monuments

The Antiquities Act gave the

president the power to protect key
areas of historical and archeological
importance and set aside places that
were simply awe-inspiring—without
Congressional approval. These places
would be called national monuments,
and President Theodore Roosevelt
was happy to set them aside. Every
subsequent president has followed suit.
President Theodore Roosevelt set aside
18 national monuments, including
many that became national parks,
such as Crater Lake, Grand Canyon,
Zion, Olympic, and Lassen Volcanic
National Park. In places like the
Upper Missouri River Breaks National
Monument (established by President
Bill Clinton in 2001), hunters lucky
enough to draw an elk tag can hunt
massive bulls. This unique landscape

1916—National Park Service

President Woodrow Wilson established
the National Park Service by signing
the Organic Act of 1916. This
legislation wouldn’t have happened
without the marketing genius of Club
member Stephen T. Mather, who held
his famous Mather Mountain Party,
which invited just about anyone

in the outdoors on a camping trip in
California. Mather was appointed

and lub member Horace M. Albright
took over when Mather left.

1934 — Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act

This law gave the then-U.S. Bureau
of Biological Survey, a predecessor
of the USFWS, the authority to

HYDOXDWH WKH SRWHQWL

and wildlife from proposed water
resource development projects. It also
requires that wildlife conservation

ZKR KDG LQAXHQFH DQG pe enkiWdidduaMdbther water

resource development programs,
and created the Division of Game

IDWLRQDO 3DUN 6HUYLF KMdhdgenment Yor fedekaHAIM&RIGy

enforcement. This set the stage for
USFWS to be created administratively,
and moved to the Interior Department,
in President FDR’s broader

JRYHUQPHQW UHRUJDQL]D

The Virgin River winds its way through Zion Canyon in Zion National Par



Denali National Park

1960 — Multiple Use-Sustained
Yield Act

groups to pass the National Wilderness
Preservation Act. At the time, the

act placed nine million acres into
wilderness protection, which prohibits
mechanized travel, among other
restrictions. Today, there are 803
wilderness areas covering more than
111.7 million acres that are part of

. Naii il resenation
7KLV ODZ ¢UVW GLUHEW %temﬁg’ﬁ;ﬁéﬁlﬁggdﬁjﬁtw

of national forests for multiple
uses—to produce a sustained yield of
products and services and for other
SXUSRVHYV
national forests as outdoor recreation,

Forest Service and three other federal
land management agencies.

W GH¢{¢QHG WKH SXUSRVHV RI

UDQJH WLPEHU ZDWHUVKHG DQG (VK

and wildlife. The act also directs

the Secretary of Agriculture to
administer national forest renewable
surface resources for multiple uses
and sustained yield, a principle that
still resonates through federal land
planning and management today.

Aldo Leopold in the upper peninsula of
Michigan in 1938.

1964—Wilderness Act

With help from Club spokesman
and Member Aldo Leopold, B&C
worked with other conservation

1964—Present Day

After Boone and Crockett Club
members created the agencies that
manage our nation’s public land and
wildlife, they worked (and still work)
with agencies to implement active land
management policies and to help those
agencies secure the funding necessary
to get work done on the ground.

Club members also played a
substantive role in creating and
implementing the National Wildlife
Refuge System Administration Act

of 1966, the Federal Land Policy &
Management Act and the National
Forest Management Act, both of
1976, the National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act of 1997, the

Federal Land Transaction Facilitation
Act of 2000, and most recently

the Great American Outdoors Act
(GAOA) of 2020. The GAOA had
WZR PDMRU FRPSRQHQWYV
the establishment of the National
Parks and Public Land Legacy
Restoration Fund to address the
deferred maintenance and repair on
public lands. The second component
established permanent and full funding
for the existing Land and Water
Conservation Fund of $900 million
annually—a decades-long goal of Club
members and other conservationists.

From habitat stewardship and
restoration to wildlife research and
management, Club members work

W

ZLWK DOO ODZPDNHUV WR SX

Further, the Club continues to lead the
way in innovative forest and rangeland
management on our federal public
lands—for hunters, wildlife, and
generations to come.
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e stood as a group on a flat beside the Salmon River

in February sipping coffee and stomping our feet

to keep the blood circulating. The thermometer
showed -17 below zero, but this is a group of Idaho Fish & Game
professionals and Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation volunteers, so
everyone is fine. Like the old M*A*S*H* show someone heard
the helicopter, said, “Incoming” and we saw the helicopter coming
towards us with another string of bighorn sheep slung below it.
It's time for to work, there are five sheep, so it’s ‘All hands on deck”.
Jim Pope, the pilot, gently set each slung sheep on the snow, then
dropped the sling line to the ground. As he pulled away the prop
wash hit us and the flying snow stung our faces. Ilooked up and
noticed that the capture team Gunner and Muggers were flying
with the doors off and I wondered about the windchill factor in
that helicopter.

There’s a lot going on at once, the volunteers putting the sheep on
a stretcher, weighing them, bringing them to the processing tarp
while the biologists prepare to draw blood and nasal swabs for
medical testing and to fit a radio telemetry/GPS collar on each
sheep. Field ultrasound is used to check body fat and to test the

ewes for pregnancy. Volunteers hold the sheep in place to be
worked on while another monitors the sheep’s temperature with
a rectal thermometer. It’s very important that the sheep don't
overheat. If their temperature increases snow and cold water are
placed on them, if needed oxygen and a drug are used to further
reduce the sheep’s body temperature. This close contact with a
wild animal is magic, you can feel their hearts beat. With the WSF
volunteers handling the lifting, holding and carrying the IDFG
folks are able to concentrate on the

professional/technical portions of

the process and as a team more

sheep can be quickly and safely

processed each day. Once all

the data is collected the sheep

are reloaded onto a stretcher and

carried away from the processing area

to be released back into the wild.

That’s my favorite part — the release.

The Salmon bighorn captures of
February 2025 saw 31 different



volunteers join in. ID WSF rented out two houses and a cottage
for lodging the volunteers. Potluck dinners of wild game were
hosted while hunting tales of wonder and woe were told. Sheep
enthusiasts are a special bunch and when they gather its like

meeting lost litter mates, friendship is easy.

This year VIPs from other chapters joined us. Karen Rebello,
Scott Davis, Josh Rebello, along with Henry and Amy Noss from
the Eastern WSF along with Sean Keck and his niece Jennifer

Sonnentag from Midwest WSF honored Idaho by helping out.
The VIP slots were auctioned off at the Eastern and Midwest
chapter banquets. A few days warmed up above freezing and were
relished.

Fifteen sheep captured and processed a day is considered normal,
20 is a good day. With the Pope’s capture team, the IDFG
professional staff and our volunteers there were days with over 30

sheep and one day with 40! That’s what teamwork can accomplish.












