
          Summer 2023                                   Volume 43, Issue 2

Ram Tracks
Journal of the Midwest Wild Sheep Foundation



PAGE 1 PAGE 2

 19 
 
21 

25

33

34

42

45

47

51

    Summer 2023
                   

Board of Directors:
Mike Bouton      Executive Director
Chris Bickman   Secretary ‘25
Brandon Boe      Director ‘25
Gregg Boeke       President ‘26
Steve Bouton      Director ‘26
Oscar Carlson    Endowment Chair ‘26
John Coulter      Vice President ‘26
Joe Cavallaro     Director ‘25
Scott Hauer        Director ‘26
Al Holland         Director ‘26
Joe Perrella          Director ‘26
Steve Powelson Treasurer ‘25
Mike Schmillen Director ‘24
 

 Contact us at:  
mikeboutonmidwestwsf@gmail.commikeboutonmidwestwsf@gmail.com
 Or  by phone:  (612) 940-1979

Features

Mission
The mission of the Midwest 
Chapter of the Wild Sheep 
Foundation is to conserve 
and enhance indigenous 
wild sheep populations 

throughout North America 
through scientific wildlife 

management, and educate the 
public on sustainable use and 
the conservation benefits of 

hunting.       

  History
The Midwest Chapter is a founding chapter of 

the Wild Sheep Foundation. The chapter is the 
foresight of a handful of Midwesterners’ concern 
for future generations to have and enjoy the same 
access to wild sheep and the spectacular landscapes 
they inhabit. Since inception, the chapter has 
contributed millions of dollars toward wild sheep 
conservation – To Put and Keep Wild Sheep on the 
Mountains of North America. The Midwest Chapter 
has grown to over 500 members and is a leading 
conservation organization in North America. 

Magazine Editor: Dean DiJenno

“Bohemian Paradise”

“Women Hunt”

“50% Ram”

“Mule Deer Hunting in Mexico, Jan.23”

 “New Zealand Hunt”

“FNAWS” 

“Hoosier Hysteria” 

“The Big Sexy” 

“South African Hunt” 

Ram Tracks

Committed to Putting and Keeping 
Wild Sheep on the 

Mountain since 1979

We want your stories and 
photos. Please send to: 

mikeboutonmidwestwsf@gmail.com

Read about Joe 
Perrella’s Dalls Sheep 

Hunt in our next issue!

338 WBY RPM
Cartridge 

20 in
Barrel Length

5.3 lbs
Weight

338 WBY RPM
Cartridge 

20 in
Barrel Length

5.3 lbs
Weight

LIGHTER. STRONGER. FASTER.
BACKCOUNTRY 2.0  CARBON TiBACKCOUNTRY 2.0  CARBON Ti

Hotter chamberings, carbon fi ber barrel options and the lightest production 
carbon fi ber stock in the industry thanks to Peak 44TM – the Backcountry 2.0 

is the ultimate combination of lightweight and ultra-high velocity.
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VISION Our desired future state
To be the best managed, most respected, infl uential and relevant 
conservation organization benefi tting wild sheep worldwide.

PURPOSE Why we exist
To Put and Keep Wild Sheep on the Mountain®

MISSION What we do
We enhance wild sheep populations, promote scientifi c wildlife management, 
and educate the public and youth on sustainable use and the conservation 
benefi ts of hunting while promoting the interests of the hunter.

VALUES The principles that guide us
Honesty Teamwork Accountability
Integrity Positive Attitude Stewardship
Respect for Others Respect for Wildlife Loyalty
Hunting Ethics

Putting & Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain Since 1977

MISSION 
STATEMENT

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Summer 2023 issue.

It was February 
of 1979, when 
a handful of 

regional sheep hunters 
gathered in a room at the 
2nd Annual Foundation 
for North American Wild 
Sheep (FNAWS) National 
Convention in Bloomington, 
MN. The gathering would 
become the first formalized 
meeting to what would 
become the Minnesota 
Chapter of the Foundation 
for North American Wild 
Sheep (FNAWS). Four 
years later, due to strong 
leadership and membership 
from across the river in 
Wisconsin, the name was 
changed to MN-WI FNAWS. 
And over two decades 
later, we would become 
the Midwest Chapter of the 
Wild Sheep Foundation. If 
you are thinking “FNAWS”? 
you are likely new to our 
organization or simply, lucky 
to be young! Those of you 
familiar with “FNAWS” likely, 
long for some of those days 
again. Past MN-WI FNAWS 
Director and former National 
FNAWS President, Phyllis 
Carlson, may have said it 
best, “In our hearts, FNAWS 
will always be remembered, 
FNAWS has given us our best 
friends”.

 The founder’s vision for 
our chapter almost a half 
century ago was remarkable, 
instilling a mission and 
values that are more 
valuable today, than ever. 

The founders, directors and 
membership of the late 70’s, 
80’s and into the 90’s are 
to be commended for their 
sacrifices to continue placing 
the bedrock for our chapter’s 
future. Those sacrifices now 
afford our Midwest Chapter 
an opportunity to lead in 
wild sheep conservation with 
significant contributions 
being made throughout 
North America. This year, 
our chapter is on target to 
top the $8,000,000 mark 
in grant in aid, since that 
Bloomington, MN meeting in 
1979. We’ve come a long way 
since our chapter received 
its very first funding 
request. Back then the BoD’s 
“stretched the checkbook” to 
send $1,000 to the Yukon for 
habitat improvement! 

 History repeated itself in 
June at the 15th Annual 
Chapters and Affiliates 
Summit in Rapid City, SD 
which our Midwest Chapter 
was honored to host.  During 
the Saturday evening dinner, 
four and a half decades later, 
history repeated itself with 
a funding request for the 
Yukon. The due diligence 
and strategy was presented 
by WSF and in 10 minutes, 
$274,000.00 was pledged 
for Dall Sheep in the Yukon. 
What an amazing position 
for our chapter to be in, to 
make a significant financial 
contribution of $25,000.00 
and not have to “stretch 
the checkbook” or sacrifice 
other critically needed wild 

sheep funding. I believe our 
current financial position 
is a true reflection of the 
values instilled early on 
by our founders. And the 
commitment and belief 
in those values by the 
membership to honor 
the mission to “Put and 
Keep Wild Sheep on the 
Mountain.”

 The board of directors 
would like to thank all 
of you who participated 
in the Midwest Chapter 
membership drive leading 
up to the banquet this 
past March. Through your 
support, membership 
increased by 74% and new 
life membership growth 
was 15%, both highs for 
our chapter. We would also 
like to say “Welcome to the 
Midwest Chapter WSF” to 
those of you that are new 
to our organization or re-
newed. Thank you to all 
Midwest Chapter members 
for your support and feel 
free to reach out to us at 
any time with questions or 
suggestions that you may 
have. 

 If you were able to attend 
this year’s banquet and 
fundraiser, the directors 
would like to extend another 
“thank you.” Your presence 
and participation are very 
much appreciated. If you 
were unable to make this 
year’s banquet or are new 
and unfamiliar with our 
event, please consider 

joining us on March 15 & 
16, 2024 to help “Put and 
Keep Wild Sheep on the 
Mountain” and simply for A 
Great Time Among Friends! 
The 2024 Banquet season 
is still months away, but 
we’re focused on the 45th 
Midwest Chapter Annual 
Banquet & Fundraiser on 
March 15 & 16, 2024 at the 
Marriott Southwest Hotel in 
Minnetonka, MN. With our 
new focus, we are excited 
to announce Huntin Fool 
Advisors; Austin Atkinson 
and Robert Hanneman will 
be attending both days and 
presenting seminars on 
N.A. big game hunting, state 
applications & tags, gear, 
Q&A, etc. Their seminars are 
a wealth of knowledge and 
were a highlight at our 2022 
banquet. We will once again 
have three excellent auctions 
featuring State Bighorn 
Sheep Tags, top quality 
big game hunts, world-
class fishing throughout 
North America and around 
the world. Spectacular 
wing-shooting in North 
and South America, fine 
artwork, vacation packages, 
firearms and much more…. 
A large variety of raffles and 
drawings which will include 
hunts, fishing, firearms, 
archery, electronics, optics, 
ladies’ items and much 
more. Come visit with 
top quality outfitters and 
exhibitors from around the 
world, along with award 
winning taxidermists with 
their work on display. 

Your Midwest Chapter 
Dollars are Making a 
Difference for North 
America’s Wild Sheep: 

$25,000 - Minam River 
Wildlife Area Acquisition 

(Oregon): Bighorn Travel 
Corridor Wintering Grounds                                            

$34, 970 - Hells Canyon 
Bighorn Initiative: Capture/
Test/Remove/Collars

$25,000 - Conservation 
Visions: Wild Harvest 
Initiative

$39,500 - Wild Sheep 
Society of BC: Capture/Test/
Remove, BC Wild Sheep 
Summit, Disease Research

$25,000 – WSF: East 
Harcuvar Mountains 
Bighorn Sheep Transplant 
and Water Development

$15,000 – WSF: Feral Horse 
Removal from Bighorn 
Sheep Grazing Range

$25,000 – WSF: Yukon 
Dall Sheep Capture/Collar/
Monitor

$165,000 - North Dakota 
Bighorn Tag Sale

$157,100 – South Dakota 
Bighorn Tag Sale & Bighorn 
Ram Skull

$135,000 – Wyoming 
Governor Bighorn Tag Sale

Wishing you a safe and 
successful time on the 
mountain or in the field this 
fall!

Committed to 
Putting and Keeping 

Wild Sheep on the 
Mountain since 1979

 Since 1979   3 Names – One Mission
  Put and Keep Wild Sheep on the Mountain
         Report from the Executive Director: 
                          Mike Bouton
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“From the President”
By Gregg Boeke – President, 

Midwest Chapter - Wild Sheep Foundation

Greetings WSF 
Family and 

Friends,

As we are quickly heading 
to the Fall season, it is time 
to reach out to everyone 
with some updates on 
your chapter news. 

 After taking some time 
off from the many years 
serving the Midwest 
Chapter I have reengaged 
and am back on the Board 
of Directors.  This time 
around as your President 
and along with my good 
friend John Coulter 
as Vice President. 

 Our plan is to continue to 
work on creating the first-
class organization we have 
come to expect, building 
on the years of so many 
dedicated individuals.  

After over 40 years in the 
hunting and conservation 
organizations the WSF 
is truly a special group 
of people. You represent 
what it means to be 
truly a conservation 
organization, with past 
legacies successes and 
state of the art practices 
being implemented 
currently to keep “Sheep 
on the Mountain”.  

This what drew me to 
the organization and 
the love of hunting 
adventures.  There are 

not many opportunities 
where you can share this 
passion at an elite level.  

Whether you are an old 
timer or new to the world 
of hunting I would like 
to invite you to join us.  

We are already planning 
our annual banquet; this 
is your chance to engage 
with some of the most 
knowledgeable hunters 
in the country.  Not just 
in sheep hunting but 
all hunting, including 
clothing, equipment, 
rifles, shotguns, bows 
and dogs (my favorite). 

 

Hunting is real investment 
in time, money, and effort, 
engage with us and share 
our experience and stories.  

I look forward to the 
challenges that lie 

ahead and the joy of  
being with a group of  
people I am honored 

to call my family.  
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Since inception, the purpose 
and mission of the Midwest 
Chapter of the Wild Sheep 
Foundation has not waivered; 
To Put and Keep Wild Sheep 
on the Mountain. Ironic as 
it may be, the chapter’s 
founding members did not 
reside in the wild sheep 
states of the west. They were 
Midwesterners, who were 
inspired and passionate 
about wild sheep and the 
spectacular landscapes 
that they inhabit. They 
also, felt passionate about 
future generations having 
the same opportunities 
and experiences through 
hunting and as wild 
sheep enthusiasts. 

The Midwest Chapter is 
proud to be a leader and 
a founding chapter of the 
Wild Sheep Foundation. 
Through the years, the 
chapter has contributed 
millions of dollars towards 
critical habitat improvement, 
protection and acquisitions, 
along with essential 
disease research and 
monitoring programs. 

The Midwest Chapter’s 
endowment fund has not 
only enhanced the chapter’s 
contributions to wild 
sheep conservation, it has 
established the chapter’s 
ability to impact wild sheep 
conservation in perpetuity! 
Meaning, your contributions 
to the chapter’s endowment 
fund will be invested and 
through profit or interest 
income, you will personally 
impact the chapter’s ability 
to: Put and Keep Wild Sheep 
on the Mountain. Seldom, 
do organizations reach a 
point to which they can 

control their future and 
security of their mission. 

The endowment fund is 
administered by a board 
of trustees separate from 
the officers of the chapter; 
however, some trustees 
may be chapter directors. 
The endowment is a 
financial foundation that 
gives the chapter stability 
and will impact wild sheep 
conservation in perpetuity.

Forms of Gifting:                                            
                           
Gifting can be:

* Cash                                                                                         
* Direct gift
* IRA’s & 401Ks                                                                         
* Insurance beneficiary
* Life Insurance                                                                         
* Bequests
* Real Estate
* Stocks & Bonds
* Trusts

Please consider contributing 
to the Midwest Chapter 
WSF Endowment Fund 
and be part of a Legacy in 
North American Wild Sheep 
Conservation. Giving to 
an endowment can have 
significant tax advantages. 

“The nation behaves well 
if it treats the natural 
resources as assets which it 
must turn over to the next 
generation increased and 
not impaired in value.” 
Theodore Roosevelt in 
Osawatomie, Kansas, 
August 31, 1910.

Below is a partial listing 
of chapter financial 
conservation contributions 

for 2022/23 demonstrating 
how the Midwest Chapter 
is Making a Difference in 
Wild Sheep Conservation:

* $31,786.90 - Idaho/
Oregon/Washington Bighorn 
Sheep Capture/Test/Removal

* $25,000.00 - Minam River 
Wildlife Area Acquisition: 
Critical Bighorn Sheep 
travel corridor and                         
wintering grounds. 

* $25,000.00 - Arizona 
E. Harcuvar Mountain 
Bighorn Sheep Transplant 
& Water Development 

* $15,000.00 – Wyoming 
Feral Horse Removal on 
Bighorn Sheep Range

* $30,000.00 – British 
Columbia Frasier River 
Bighorn Sheep Capture/
Test/Removal

* $25,000.00 – 
Conservation Visions, 
Wild Harvest Initiative

* $25,000.00 – Yukon Dall 
Sheep Capture/Test/Monitor 

* $25,300.00 – Alberta 
Professional Outfitters 
Society – Tag Sales

* $10,000.00 - WSSBC 
Sponsorship/Partnership

* $9,000.00 – WSF 
Sponsoring/Partnership

* $7,575.00 – Regional 
High School Trap Teams

* $7,400.00 – Nebraska 
Tag/Appeal

* $2,000.00 – 
Wounded Warriors

Endowment Fund 
Midwest Making A Difference

By Mike Bouton, Midwest Chapter WSF Executive Director
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NOTE: bold/italics font denotes a joint WSF membership Chapter/Affi liate. Membership in these chapters and affi liates include membership in Wild Sheep Foundation.

CHAPTERS:
ALASKA WSF
Kevin Kehoe, President
907-441-6323
kevin.kehoe@kantishnainc.com

WSF ALBERTA
Matt Mellon, President
(403) 872-7033
matt@wsfab.org
www.wsfab.org

WSF ALBERTA Chapter Offi ce
Deena Arychuk, Chapter Staff
info@wsfab.org
403-845-5544

CALIFORNIA WSF
Donald C. Martin, President
310-766-3921
Don-martin@earthlink.net 

CALIFORNIA WSF Chapter Offi ce
Beverly Valdez, Chapter Staff
650-472-3889
forthesheep@gmail.com
www.cawsf.org

EASTERN CHAPTER WSF
Robert Rogan, President
robert.rogan@gmail.com
203-885-2194

EASTERN CHAPTER WSF 
Chapter Offi ce
Tina Everhart, Offi ce Manager
717-588-4190
info@ecfnaws.org
www.ecfnaws.org

IDAHO WSF
Josh Miller, President
Joshmiller65mm@gmail.com
575-749-8859

Tracy Rowley, Chapter Staff
P.O. Box 8224, Boise, ID 83707
208-345-6171
info@amsidaho.com
www.idahowildsheep.org

IOWA FNAWS
Craig Nakamoto, President
402-650-1383
nakamoto01@sbcglobal.net
iowafnaws@gmail.com
www.iowafnaws.org

WSF—MIDWEST CHAPTER
Gregg Boeke, President
rockprogb@gmail.com
507-491-4429
www.midwestwildsheep.com

WSF—MIDWEST CHAPTER
Mike Bouton, Executive Director
612-940-1979
mikwbouton@hotmail.com
www.midwestwildsheep.com

MONTANA WSF
D.J. Berg, President 
406-366-1849
dj@montanawsf.org

Brian Solan, Volunteer Executive 
Director
406-461-7432
brian@montanawsf.org
www.montanawsf.org

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT CHAPTER OF WSF
Janessa Kluth, Chapter contact
208-420-4240
montanastatewsf@gmail.com
facebook.com/MSUWSF

NEW MEXICO WSF
Bryan Bartlett, President
(575) 635-3499 
BartleBC@yahoo.com
newmexicowildsheep@gmail.com

OREGON WSF
Walter Chuck, Jr., President
(541) 574-9078
The4chucks@aol.com
www.oregonfnaws.org 

UTAH FNAWS
Travis Jenson
801-641-5453
tjenson@xmission.com
www.utahfnaws.org

WASHINGTON WSF
Garrett Grant
grant16garrett@hotmail.com
www.washingtonwsf.org

WYOMING WSF
Zach McDermott, President
307-752-1212
zach@wyomingwildsheep.org

Wyoming WSF Chapter Offi ce
Katie Cheesbrough, 
Executive Director
307-399-4383
katie@wyomingwildsheep.org
www.wyomingwildsheep.org

YUKON WSF
Spencer Wallace, President
867-689-2074
yukonws@gmail.com
www.yukonwsf.com

AFFILIATES: 
2% For Conservation
Jared Frasier, Executive Director
406-221-3102
contact@fi shandwildlife.org
www.fi shandwildlife.org

Alaska Professional Hunters Association
Angie Bloomquist, Executive Director
907-929-0619
offi ce@alaskaprohunter.org
www.alaskaprohunter.org

Alberta Outfi tters Association
Kevin Stanton, President
403-762-5454
aoa@albertaoutfi tters.com
www.albertaoutfi tters.com 

Alberta Professional Outfi tters Society
Jeana Schuurmaan, Executive Director
780-414-0588
jeana@@apos.ab.ca
www.apos.ab.ca 

Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society, 
Inc.
Richard Schuette, President
602-790-7572
camelbackfl oors@msn.com
www.adbss.org 

Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep 
Society Offi ce
Tracey Martin
480-854-8950
admin@adbss.org

Association of Mackenzie Mountain 
Outfi tters
Harold Grinde, President
403-357-8414
ganariver@pentnet.net
www.huntnwt.com

Bear Trust International
Logan Young, Executive Director
406-595-6583
logan@beartrust.org
www.beartrust.org

Cody Country Outfi tters and Guides 
Association
Lee Livingston
307-527-7416
Livingston@tctwest.net

Colorado Outfi tters Association
Kelly Nottingham, Offi ce Manager
970-824-2468
offi ce@coloradooutfi tters.com
www.coloradooutffi ters.org 

Custodians of Professional Hunting & 
Conservation—South Africa
Coira Goss
+27 0 81 036 1151
admin@cphc-sa.co.za
www.cphc-sa.co.za

Dude Ranchers Association
Colleen Hodson
307-587-2339
colleen@duderanch.org
www.duderanch.org

Elko Bighorns Unlimited
Cory Mahan, Vice President
775-397-4465
cmahan@ram-enterprise.com

Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn
Clint Bentley, President
702-499-7501
sheepspotr@aol.com
www.desertbighorn.com 

Fundacion De Vida Silvestre En Sonora, 
A.C 
Jacobo Artee, President
011-52-662-212-5510, 011-52-662-217-4119
jacoboartee@prodigy.net.mx

Grand Slam Club/Ovis
Mark Hampton, Executive Director 205-
674-0101
gsco@wildsheep.org
www.wildsheep.org

Guide Outfi tter Association of BC
Scott Ellis, CEO
604-541-6332
ellis@goabc.org
www.goabc.org 

International Caribou Foundation
Cheryl Lind, Executive Director
406-404-1297
cheryl@internationalcariboufoundation.org
www.internationalcariboufoundation.org

Kazakhstan Wildlife Foundation
Orynbassar Shaimukhanbetov, President
acbkarlan@mail.ru

Lubbock Sportsmans Club, Inc.
Tim Gafford, President
806-771-1717 Ph
806-789-2441 Cell
gaffordpest@gmail.com
lubbocksafariclub@hotmail.com

Montana Outfi tter & Guides Association
Mac Minard, Executive Director
406-449-3578
moga@mt.net
www.montanaoutfi tters.org

National Bighorn Sheep Center
Sara Bridge, Executive Director 
307-455-3429
info@bighorn.org
www.bighorn.org

Navajo Nation Department of Fish & 
Wildlife
Jeff Cole, Wildlife Manager
jcole@nndfw.org
928-871-6595

Nebraska Big Game Society
Jim King
(402) 430-6566
jim@glsbinc.com
www.nebiggame.org

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Tom Fennel, President
775-250-6600
tfennell@dicksoncg.com
www.nevadabighornsunlimited.org

Nevada Bighorns Unlimited, Fallon 
Jay Lingenfelter, President
jay.lingenfelter@cccomm.co
775-427-1254

Northern BC Guides Association
Craig Kiselbach, President
terminusmtn@gmail.com
250-442-7103

Northern Nevada SCI Chapter
Brandon Weise
bweise@nnsci.com
775-721-4700
 www.nnsci.com 

Northwest Guides & Outfi tters Assoc.
Colin Niemeyer, President
250-306-8624
hunting@kawdyoutfi tters.com

Northwest Sportsman’s Club
Nate Perrenoud 
509-994-6795
www.northwestsportsmansclub.com

Purkersdorfer Jagdklub
Gunther Tschabuschnig, Vice President
011-43-676-496-6691
info@jagdklub.eu
www.jagdklub.eu

Rocky Mountain Bighorn Society
John Hayter, President
970-389-3010
jnhayter@gmail.com
www.bighornsheep.org

Rocky Mountain Goat Alliance
Jason Peak, President
Jpeak71@hotmail.com 
www.goatalliance.org
Contact: Lee MacDonald, Membership 
Coordinator
lee@goatalliance.org

Safari Club International
520-620-1220
info@safariclub.org
www.safariclub.org

Sheep Hunters of the World (SHOW)
Billi Carey, Administrator
480-292-1674
www.sheephunters.com

Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep
Steve Marschke, President
310-339-4677
info@sheepsociety.com
www.desertbighorn.org

Tahltan Guide Outfi tters Association
Rudy Day, President
250-235-3395
Dayrudy84@gmail.com

Spanish Professional Hunters Association
Diego Satrustegui, President
+34 618 621 690
Direccion.aptce@gmail.com
www.spanishprofessionalhunters.com

Taos Pueblo
Michael Martinez, Hunt Manager
575-758-7410
hunting@taospueblo.com

Texas Bighorn Society
Dr. Sam Cunningham, President
806-262-6889
scunningham@quailcreekent.com
www.texasbighornsociety.org 

Wildlife Stewardship Council
John Henderson, President
sirjohn55@gmail.com
wildlifestewarship@gmail.com
www.wildlifestewardshipcouncil.com

Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia
Korey Green, President
250 793-2037
kgreen@wildsheepsociety.com 

Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia Offi ce 
& Staff
Kyle Stelter, CEO/Executive Director
250-619-8415
kylestelter@gmail.com
www.wildsheepsociety.com

Michael Surbey, Executive Assistant
604-690-9555
exec@wildsheepsociety.com

Wyoming Outfi tters & Guides Association
Jeff Smith, President
307-265-2376
wyoga@wyoga.org
www.wyoga.org

Yukon Outfi tters Association
Mac Watson, President
867-668-4118 (Offi ce)
info@yukonoutfi tters.net
www.yukonoutfi tters.net

Yukon Outfi tters Association Staff
Shawn Wasel, Executive Director
780-213-4301 (Cell)
swasel@mcsnet.ca
Brenda Stehelin, Offi ce Manager
info@yukonoutfi tters.net

TECHNICAL/
ADVISORY 
AFFILIATES: 
Northern Wild Sheep and Goat Council
Kevin Hurley, Executive Director
307-899-9375
info@nwsgc.org
www.nwsgc.org

Desert Bighorn Council
Patrick Cummings, Chair
Nevada Department of Wildlife (Retired)
(702) 486-5127
patrickcummings1002@gmail.com
www.desertbighorncouncil.com

FOR COMPLETE CONTACT INFORMATION GO TO: www.wildsheepfoundation.org/memberships/chapters-and-affi liates

CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Summer 2023 issue.

 Our Mission, 
as a wild 

sheep foundation 
chapter, is as follows:

“We are dedicated to 
enhancing wild sheep 
populations, promoting 
professional wildlife 
management, educating 
the public and youth on 
sustainable use and the 
conservation benefits of  
hunting while promoting 
the interests of  the hunter 
and all stakeholders.”

One of the greatest 
ways to insure that our 
mission will continue is 
through your donations 
to our Endowment Fund.  
At the end of March 
2023, your Endowment 
Fund had a total market 
value of $971,817.  Your 
Endowment Trustees are 
charged with the task 
of first, protecting the 
base funds which we call 
Corpus; second they are 
charged with protecting 
the CPI or consumer price 
index on these funds 
so they will never lose 
value; and third they are 
charged with producing 
earnings enough to fund 
projects selected by your 
Board of Directors. 

As all of you know, market 
conditions were very tough 
in 2022 with the rapid 
rise in Fed Funds during 
the year. Even with that 
challenge we have been 
able to protect the Corpus 

and cover the CPI index, 
and have made substantial 
funds available for needed 
wildlife conservation 
projects. These projects 
include things like disease 
study and control, helping 
develop water catchments 
when needed, and assisting 
in Sheep transplants 
into areas where they 
existed years ago, etc.

We need your help to 
keep this Endowment 
Fund growing and funding 
important conservation 
projects.  The WSF 
Midwest Foundation 
would appreciate if you 
would give us strong 
consideration as you plan 
your donations.  The 
easiest way is a straight 
cash donation, but we 
could also accept stocks.  
Stock that has appreciated 
is a great 
way to 
donate, 
this way 
you can 
avoid 
the tax 
gain, yet 
get the 
full value 
for your 
donation 
on your 
tax 
return. 
Other 
ways 
would be 
to leave a 

percentage of your will or 
as a beneficiary in your life 
insurance policy. If you 
have other ideas please 
contact Oscar Carlson 
at 651-464-8303 or Jeff 
Geiger our investment 
manager from Merrill 
Lynch at 614-880-4826

In closing, we need to 
Keep Sheep and other 
wildlife on the Mountains 
for future generations, so 
please consider a donation. 

A. Oscar Carlson
Endowment Trustee   

Chairman

Current Trustees 
Oscar Carlson, Chairman

John Babler
Steve Bruggeman

Al Holland
  

WSF MIDWEST ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE
By Oscar Carlson, Endowment Fund Chairman

Sophia Roskowski from MN., attended the Wyoming Winter 
meeting with her entire family and assisted with this ewe capture.
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Hurley, WSF’s VP of Conservation 
and Thinhorn Program Lead. 
“Recent information provided by the 
Nation suggests an apparent increase 
in the non-licensed harvest may be 
occurring. Bottom-line, as stewards of 
this resource, all stakeholders need to 
know more about this population.

Because of these collective 
interests, generating a better 
understanding of the range use of 
Dall’s sheep in the area southwest 
of Carcross will help wild sheep 
managers from all three governments 

(YT, BC, CTFN) have meaningful 
conversations concerning the future 
management and harvest allocations 
of these cross-border sheep.”

“Carcross is a three-year project 
beginning this fall and winter with 
getting GPS tracking collars on thirty 
sheep,” Thornton added. “WSF got 
the ball rolling with a commitment 
of $50,000 seed money, and in ten 
minutes, our chapters, affi liates, and 
individuals in the room collectively 
and amazingly pledged another 
$224,000.”

$120,000 is needed in Year 1 to 
purchase GPS collars, fund helicopter 
netgun capturing of the sheep, and 
collect and process health samples 

WSF & C&A’S RAISE $274,000 FOR BRITISH 
COLUMBIA & YUKON DALL’S SHEEP!

R from each animal. Years 2 and 3 
will require an additional $130,000 
to maintain surveillance. The goal 
of the project is to collect vital 
information on current seasonal 
habitat use, range delineation, 
health, and factors that can affect 
population trends in this cross-border 
herd is of high importance and will 
help inform sound management.

“What an honor it was for our 
Midwest Chapter to host the annual 
Wild Sheep Foundation Chapters 
& Affi liates Summit,” added Mike 

Bouton, Midwest Chapter 
Executive Director. 
“Wild Sheep Foundation 
delegates throughout North 
America with the same 
dedication, passion, and 
goals convening under 
one roof is powerful. All 
the incredible pledges 
truly demonstrated that 
during this year’s Summit. 
WSF and its members 
continue to step up to the 

daunting challenges of wild sheep 
conservation. The Midwest Chapter 
couldn’t be prouder to be part of 
this great organization’s team that 
continues to Put and Keep Wild Sheep 
on the Mountain®.”

Representatives from 19 C&As 
attended from across the US, 
Canada, and Mexico. Prompted by 
WSF’s $50,000 seed grant and an 
appeal by WSF Chairman of the 
Board, Glen Landrus, the pledges 
started rolling in:

$50,000 – Wild Sheep Society of 
BC

$25,000 – Midwest Chapter of 
WSF, Alaska WSF

$15,000 – Iowa FNAWS

 apid City, SD. June 21, 2023. 
  The Wild Sheep Foundation 

(WSF) and its Chapters and 
Affi liates fl ash-raised $274,000 
to fund a multi-jurisdictional 
Dall’s sheep project as part of the 
Carcross Cross-Border Sheep Project 
initiative. The appeal came during 
the fi nal evening of a two-day WSF 
Chapter & Affi liate (C&A) Summit 
held in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
hosted by the Midwest Chapter of 
WSF.

“Regulated hunting has proven 
its worth in driving the 
funding necessary to ensure 
a sustainable harvest 
that enhances and never 
threatens the game being 
hunted,” said Gray N. 
Thornton, President and 
CEO of the Wild Sheep 
Foundation. “In this case, 
our chapters and affi liates 
united to fund a critical 
project that will provide 
decision makers the 
data they need to make informed 
management and harvest decisions.”

The Carcross area is home 
to a cross-border population of 
Dall’s sheep, with management 
responsibilities shared between 
British Columbia (BC) and 
the Yukon Territory (YT). This 
population also overlaps the 
Carcross-Tagish First Nation’s 
(CTFN’s) territory, for whom wild 
sheep resources have played an 
important traditional and cultural 
role.

“Proactive reductions in harvest 
opportunities were implemented in 
BC after severe winters in 2010-2014 
and 2018-2020,” explained Kevin 

WSF & C&A’S RAISE $274,000 FOR BRITISH 

CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Summer 2023 issue.
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$10,000 – Idaho WSF, Texas 
Bighorn Society, Washington WSF, 
Alberta WSF, Arizona Desert Bighorn 
Sheep Society, Fraternity of the 
Desert Bighorn 

$5,000 – Montana WSF, Utah 
WSF, Oregon WSF, Wyoming WSF, 
California WSF, Eastern Chapter 
WSF, Rocky Mountain Bighorn 
Sheep Society 

$1,000 – National Bighorn Sheep 
Center (WY), Eventgroove, Gray 

TODAY, TOMMORROW, FOREVER...
by Charlie Kelly
WSF Treasurer

Recently, the WSF Board of 
Directors have embraced a new 
mantra; Wild Sheep Foundation, 
today, tomorrow, forever…. 
This mindset governs how our 
planning, decision making, and 
focus benefit both the wild sheep 
resource and our membership in 
the most effective way possible. 
What exactly does that mean?

TODAY: Our current FY 
funding is adequate to cover GIA 
funded conservation projects, 
public outreach programs, youth 
recruitment and education, 
Women Hunt® program, C&A 
engagement, and so forth. Our 
staff includes the best talent in 
the industry, and we put on an 

industry leading convention that 
generates the resources we need to 
fulfill our mission.

TOMORROW: Our new 23/24 FY 
budget includes expanded funding 
to cover existing operations as well 
as growing programs like Women 
Hunt®, increased youth education 
through our YWCE and S.H.E.E.P. 
programs, <1 Club®, Central Asian 
initiatives, etc., as well as new 
programs like the 1000 Club, and 
the Ram-Lay-Away™ program. Our 
convention refresh efforts result in an 
even more exciting, better attended 
and more profitable event. Our staff 
is better trained, highly motivated, 
and key new staffing positions are 
filled with exceptional new hires. 
Our C&A network is expanding and 
engaged.

FOREVER…. Our giving societies, 

programs and endowment fund 
encourage the growth of the Wild 
Sheep Foundation as well as the 
Wild Sheep Legacy Foundation 
funds that ensure that the WSF can 
operate in perpetuity in fulfilling its 
mission.

In an effort to boost contributions 
to our endowment fund managed by 
the Wild Sheep Legacy Foundation 
and help fund our FOREVER…. 
efforts, a flash fundraiser appeal was 
conducted at Saturday night’s Sylvan 
Lake event. A total of $37,000. was 
raised in a matter of minutes thanks 
to a handful of dedicated Wild 
Sheep supporters that understand 
the importance of our endowment 
fund campaign. Thanks to their 
generosity, we are one step closer 
to ensuring the longevity of WSF 
conservation efforts! 

   

   
   

& Renée Thornton, Kevin Hurley, 
Clint Bentley & Cindy Alexander, 
Jeff and Jann Demaske & Family, 
Drs. Glen & Carolyn Pyne, Kyle 
& Melanie Stelter, Jim & Shaina 
Warner & Family, Jacobo Artee, 
Julie Chapman, Cory Jackson Family, 
Midnight Sun Outfitting, & Rocky 
Mountain Goat Alliance.

“Raising nearly a third of a million 
dollars of dedicated conservation 
funding in minutes was a magical 

thing to witness —but that is what 
the WSF family and our mantra 
of One Tent – One Campfire is 
all about,” Thornton concluded. 
“Without the passion for wild sheep 
from sheep hunters, this Yukon/
British Columbia cross-border sheep 
project, and other projects like it, 
would simply not happen. Throwing 
darts at a dartboard is not how WSF 
does things. That’s not management 
by science.” WS

Name Gift Name Gift
Charlie & Linda Kelly $5,000 Event Groove – Lance Trebesch ................... $2,000 
Jeff & Jann Demaske $5,000 John Harris .................................................... $1,000
Marcus Gores $1,000 Travis Jensen ................................................. $1,000
Midwest Chapter WSF $5,000 Glen and Caroline Pyne ............................... $1,000
Terry Meyers $1,000 Sara Bridge .................................................... $500
Larry & Joanne McGovern $1,000 Clint Bentley & Cindy Alexander ............... $1,000
Julie and Brandon Chapman $2,000 Chad Bell ...................................................... $500
Gray and Renée Thornton $1,000 Dr. Peregrine Wolff ....................................... $500
Sam & Tracy Cunningham $5,000 Larry Jacobs ................................................... $1,000
Kevin Hurley $1,000 Mike and Karen Bouton ................................ $500
Kyle & Melanie Stelter $1,000 

Total Raised: $37,000

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Summer 2023 issue.

124  WILDSHEEP® ~ SPRING 2023

The Wild Sheep Foundation has put together an educational kit that 
includes a variety of information and hands-on items that teaches 
about bighorn sheep and their conservation. The kit can be checked 
out for week-long segments for free and shipping is paid for.

Kit includes a ram skull, GPS collar, hide sample, curriculum book 
with over 20 lessons, Ovisopoly game, consumables to hand out to 
the students, a curriculum book and a USB drive with PowerPoints 
and movies for lessons with an optional “talk to a sheep expert” 
through Skype or Zoom class meeting.

BIGHORN SHEEP
CURRICULUM KIT
DO YOU KNOW A TEACHER WHO TEACHES 
LIFE SCIENCE, OR THEMED UNITS ON WILDLIFE?

To reserve your week, contact:
Ryan Brock
Youth Education Coordinator
Rbrock@wildsheepfoundation.org

gun range, two hover archery, stick-
it archery, duck calling, two Laser 
Shots, fl y fi shing, spin casting, a few 
leave-no-trace ethics, fl y tying, and 
so much more. 

One of my personal highlights was 
the University of Wyoming joining 
us and running three stations. First, 
they demonstrated a real dart gun 
into the hind quarters of a 3D sheep 
archery target. Kids then followed by 
using rifl e dart guns with scopes to 
try to have their dart hit the rump 
as well. Hiding a tracking collar, 
they showed participants how to use 
telemetry to fi nd a collared sheep. 
Finally, a table of sand allowed young 
learners to choose a foot impression 
to press into the sand making a track. Youth using telemetry to fi nd a hidden sheep collar somewhere in the YWCE area.

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Spring 2023 issue.
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NOTE: Dates noted are as of press time. 
Please check C&A websites for updates.

2023-2024 BANQUET DATES

CHAPTERS & AFFILIATES

Sheep Week®  .......................January 15-20, 2024 ......................Reno, NV
Sheep Show® ........................January 17-20, 2024 ......................Reno, NV
WSF C&A Summit XVI ..........June 13-16, 2024 .............. Canmore, AB
WSSBC Jurassic Classic .....August 18-20, 2023 .............Chilliwack, BC

WSF CHAPTERS: 
Chapter Date Location
Alaska WSF ................................................. April 13, 2024 ............................Anchorage, AK 
California WSF ........................................... April 27, 2024 ......................... Sacramento, CA
Eastern Chapter WSF ..................February 16-17, 2024 ............................... Lancaster PA 
Idaho WSF .................................................March 16, 2024  ......................................Boise, ID
Iowa FNAWS .....................................March 22-23, 2024 ........................... Des Moines, IA
Midwest Chapter WSF .....................March 15-16, 2024 .........................Minnetonka, MN   
Montana WSF ................................February 23-24, 2024 ............................... Missoula, MT
MSU Student Chapter WSF .............................................................................................. N/A
New Mexico WSF  ................................................................NM G&F BHS & DBHS Raffl e
Oregon WSF................................................... May 4, 2024 ......................................Bend, OR    
Utah WSF ..................................................March 23, 2024 .......................Salt Lake City, UT     
Washington WSF ....................................... March 9, 2024 ................................ Tacoma, WA  
WSF Alberta – 25th Anniversary ......March 1&2, 2024 ...................................Calgary, AB    
WSF Alberta – Yellowhead ...................... April 20, 2024 ..................................... Edson, AB
Wyoming WSF ........................................... June 7-8, 2024 ............................Cheyenne, WY 
Yukon WSF................................................................... TBD .......................... Whitehorse, YT

WSF AFFILIATES: 
Affi liate Date Location
Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society .May 11, 2024 .............................Scottsdale, AZ
Elko Bighorns Unlimited ........................................... TBD ....................................... Elko, NV
Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn .......... April 13, 2024 .............................. Las Vegas, NV
National Bighorn Sheep Center ....November 4, 2023 ................................. Dubois, WY  
Nebraska Big Game Society .................................... TBD .................................. Lincoln, NE 
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited .......................April 5, 2024 ......................................Reno, NV  
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Fallon ...................... TBD .................................... Fallon, NV
Nevada Bighorns Unlimited - Midas  ..................... TBD .....................................Midas, NV
Northern Nevada SCI Chapter ................. May 9, 2024 ......................................Reno, NV 
Rocky Mountain Bighorn Society ...........May 3-4, 2024 .............................. Loveland, CO     
Rocky Mountain Goat Alliance ........................................................................... Online TBD
Society for the Consv. of Bighorn Sheep ....................................................................... N/A
Texas Bighorn Society .................................. June 8, 2024 .................................. Odessa, TX
Wild Sheep Society of BC–Northern February 2-3, 2024...............Dawson Creek, BC
Wild Sheep Society of BC–Salute to Conservation...Feb. 22-24, 2024 ..Penticton, BC

CHAPTER & AFFILIATE XV SPONSORS
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

BIGHORN SPONSORS - $2,000

STONE’S SPONSOR - $1,500

$5k

FRIEND - $250

supporter - $500
MARCUS GORES

BEVERLY VALDEZ

DESERT SPONSOR - $1,000

x2

GRAY & RENEE THORNTON
MIKE & KAREN BOUTON

´
2023 Spring/Summer Event Series
Event Date Location
Selective Premiere ..................................July 6, 2023 ..... Emerson Theater, Bozeman, MT
Ram Rendezvous II at Schnee’s ............July 7, 2023 ....Bozeman, Schnee’s & Main/Black
SITKA Summer Bash .....................August 12, 2023 ........... SITKA Depot, Bozeman, MT

Reprinted with permission from WSF’s Wild Sheep® Summer 2023 issue.

Special Guest Speaker, Renee 
Thornton, WSF Women Hunt

MIDWEST CHAPTER HOSTS 
2023 C&A MEETINGS!
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Jay E. LinkJay E. Link
Link’s Wild SafarisLink’s Wild Safaris
701 Houston Street701 Houston Street

PO Box 210PO Box 210
Minong, WI 54859Minong, WI 54859

(715) 466-5333 Office(715) 466-5333 Office
(612) 865-9553 Cell(612) 865-9553 Cell

jaylink@linkswildsafaris.comjaylink@linkswildsafaris.com

WWW.KENETREK.COM
800-232-6064

Built for unyielding traction, support and comfort in the 
most rugged terrain and weather. Thick leather uppers 
wrap around supportive nylon midsoles, on top of high 
traction outsoles. Bottom line: They make it possible to 
get anywhere you need to go in total comfort.
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Focus on the hunt.
Not your equipment. 
Maximum image quality. Minimum weight.

Up to 30 %  

lighter than 

comparable 

competitors

ZEISS SFL 40
With the NEW ZEISS SFL (SmartFocus Lightweight) binoculars, special moments can be  
experienced with ease. Optimized to be as lightweight and compact as possible, the SFL binoculars 
are a perfect addition to the SF family. 

The new Ultra-High-Definition (UHD) Concept ensures true-to-life color reproduction and the highest 
level of detail. Thanks to its SmartFocus Concept, the focus wheel is perfectly positioned and enables 
fast and precise focusing – even with gloves on. The lightweight magnesium housing provides long 
lasting durability that will endure for generations.

Scan to learn more:

Would you like to 
advertise in the 
“Ram Tracks”?

We will send your 
message to 400 of our 

die hard conservationists 
and hunters at a very 

reasonable rate.

If you are interested, 
please contact, Executive 
Director Mike Bouton at 

( 612) 940-1979 
or by email at: 

mikeboutonmidwestwsf@
gmail.com
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Last October, I had an 
enjoyable hunt for Mouflon 
Sheep in the Czech Republic. 
After an uneventful flight 
to Prague, with a layover 
in Amsterdam, I spent a 
couple days in Old Town 
Prague taking in one of 
Europe’s most historical 
cities. Visiting Europe always 
puts one in a perspective 
that simply doesn’t happen 
in the United States. On 
the first morning, I walked 
across the world-famous 
Charles Bridge, a medieval 
stone arched bridge that 
crosses the Vltava River; 
construction on the bridge 
started in 1357 under King 
Charles IV and finished in 
the early 15th century. The 
Charles Bridge was built to 
replace the flood damaged 
Judith Bridge, built in 1158 - 
1172. 

The region I hunted is called 
Bohemian Paradise, a two-
hour drive northeast of 
Prague. After the drive north, 
I was greeted by my guide 
with Saint Hubertus Hunting 
and then checked into what 
would be my lodging for the 
next 5 days. A centuries old 

castle, built out at the end 
of a steep sandstone cliff 
overlooking the countryside 
of rolling farmland to the 
north. The first written 
mention of the castle was 
in 1353. The landscape we 
hunted was quite unique, 
consisting of steep ravines 
with huge vertical sandstone 
rock outcroppings and 
formations encompassed 
by tall mature semi-open 
timber. Knowing that the 
region had a good mix of 
hardwoods, I scheduled 
the hunt in October hoping 
the foliage would be 
colorful, similar to what we 
experience in the northern 
regions of the Midwest. 

We saw mature Mouflon 
rams every day and on the 
4th day I took a nice ram 
about mid-morning. The 
hunting was much like 
hunting Whitetails in the 
west. Sitting in the mornings 
and evenings overlooking 

feeding areas or travel 
corridors and during the day 
we would slowly work our 
way through areas that had 
thicker cover or could get 
on top and look down over 
potential bedding areas. 

If you’ve never hunted in 
Europe, it’s certainly worth 
considering. It’s much more 
than just a hunting trip 
overseas, it’s filled with the 
rich hunting traditions of the 
region, you become part of 
the local culture and people. 
The food may vary, but is 
almost always excellent. 
The ability to hunt species 
unlike and unavailable in 
North America in unfamiliar 
landscapes, makes for an 
unforgettable experience. 
In October, I’m looking 
forward to traveling to 
Bucharest, Romania to hunt 
in the Carpathian Mountains 
and visit Bran Castle in 
Transylvania. The hunt was 
with Saint Hubertus Hunting, 
Prague, Czech Republic.

“Bohemian Paradise”
By Mike Bouton, Midwest Executive Director

Charles Bridge, Prague

Castle in Bohemian 
Paradise Region of 

Czech Republic
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The Wild Sheep 
Foundation’s 

Women Hunt® program has 
been around for a couple of 
years and is already making 
a huge difference in the 
lives of the women involved 
with the program, as well as 
the lives of the thousands 
of people they’ve directly 
and indirectly impacted 
in their communities and 
beyond. And the Midwest 
Chapter of the Wild Sheep 
Foundation has been a part 
of this exciting journey!

It’s possible that you may 

have already met some 
of the women from the 
Classes of 2021 and 2022 
who were volunteering 
at the Sheep Show®! Or 
perhaps you follow Women 
Hunt® on Facebook and 
Instagram and have become 
familiar with the alumna 
from those classes on those 
platforms. Or maybe you’ve 
been reading our stories 
in the quarterly issues of 

the Wild Sheep magazine. 
Or perhaps this is the first 
time you’re learning about 
them and the program. 
Whatever the circumstance, 
there’s no denying their 
energy, enthusiasm and 
gratitude to the Wild Sheep 
Foundation, the supporting 
WSF Chapters and 
Affiliates, and our generous 
sponsors and donors.

So, what happened to 
inspire such passion in these 
women? Many of whom 
had no previous knowledge 
or affiliation of the Wild 

Sheep Foundation and its 
expansive community of 
wild sheep enthusiasts? 
Many of whom had little (or 
no) previous knowledge and 
awareness of the iconic wild 
sheep species, let alone the 
challenges to their survival, 
and the opportunities 
which exist to support their 
conservation? The quick 
answer is engagement, 
education, empowerment 

and inspiration!

The WSF Women Hunt® 
program is run by a group of 
eight volunteer women from 
across the United States 
and Canada. Every year we 
launch a selection process 
to choose twelve women to 
attend our flagship offering, 
the New Hunter Course. The 
course was designed and is 
delivered by the FTW Ranch 
in Texas and during the four-
days they attend, they learn 
all the basic requirements 
to confidently begin their 
journeys as Women in 
Hunting™. The applications 
we receive are assessed by 
the committee using a blind 
scoring process and rubric, 
ensuring an unbiased and 
consistent assessment. The 
competition is tough and 
our job in choosing only 
twelve is hard, but for those 
women, it’s the beginning of 
a life changing experience!

Attending the course is 
only the first of three major 
prongs of the program. The 
second prong is Mentorship, 
arguably one of the most 
important aspects in 
ensuring that a new hunter 
has positive experiences 
and remains engaged in our 
communities. Following their 
completion of the course, 
Women Hunt® works with 
the Chapter or Affiliate 
closest to where the women 
are from to find a suitable 
and compatible hunting 
mentor. They also provide 
them with a community by 
donating a complimentary 
one-year membership, which 
is matched by WSF with 
a national membership, 
instantly providing access 

to our wild sheep family. 
Many C&As in the last two 
years have been very active 
in engaging with their 
sponsored participant, and 
the course coupled with the 
mentorship have proven to 
be a winning combination, 
building the confidence and 
empowering the women in 
ways they never imagined. 

The third prong of the 
program is very simple. It’s 
to instill the principles of 
Giving Back, a requirement 
every applicant must agree 
to in order to even be 
considered for the program. 
The great thing about giving 
back is that it can take many 
different forms and the 
alumna from both years have 
been found doing just that. 
Examples include supporting 
their local Chapter or 
Affiliate, educating youth, 
developing and delivering 
skills courses, discussing 
hunting and the North 
American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation, promoting 
Women Hunt® and the 
Wild Sheep Foundation and 
its mission, creating local 
platforms, breaking down 
barriers, and even legislative 
engagement. The bottom 
line is that these women are 
tangibly touching the lives 
of countless women, men, 
children and families, and of 

course, the wild 
sheep resource 
we all care so 
deeply about. 
This has even 
manifested itself 
in an unexpected 
way in the form 
of significant 
financial 
contributions 
to the wild 
sheep economy 
at the C&A 
level as well as 
national. These 
women are really 

passionate about wild sheep!

The Midwest Chapter 
has been an important 
part of the successes 
of a remarkable woman 
from the great state of 
Mississippi, Paula McClain. 
When we approached the 
Midwest Chapter and asked 
if they would help with 
Paula’s sponsorship, they 
quickly agreed, and we 
are very grateful to all of 
the Midwest members for 
your generosity. Paula is 
a truly wonderful person, 
and she has some pretty 
impressive credentials. 
Paula serves as the Principal 
of the Mississippi School 
for the Deaf, where her 
experiences as a person who 
is hard of hearing perfectly 
position her to be the 
very best advocate for her 
students. She is passionate 
and determined 
to demonstrate 
to them that 
hearing loss does 
not exclude them 
from the hunting 
and conservation 
worlds. Earlier 
this year Paula 
conceived an 
idea to bring a 
day of learning 
to her students, 
a “Wildlife and 
Water Conservation 

Day!” It was a huge success, 
exposing the students to 
wild sheep and guzzler 
projects (delivering water 
to wildlife!) by using Dr. 
Ryan Brock’s education 
program, as well as 
surprising and inspiring 
them when they learned 
that Principal McClain was 
a hunter, and that they 
could be too! To learn 
more about the cool things 
Paula did that day with her 
staff and students, check 
out her article in the Fall 
2023 issue of Wild Sheep!

Women Hunt® has many 
exciting new developments 
coming and I invite you to 
become engaged, follow our 
progress and support the 
program. But most of all, 
celebrate and support the 
women and young women 
in your lives, wherever their 
interests lie! If you haven’t 
already, engage with them 
and consider inviting them 
to join you in the outdoors 
to explore the world of 
hunting and conservation!

Women Hunt® is deeply 
grateful for the generosity of 
the Wild Sheep Foundation, 
the Midwest Chapter and 
all participating Chapters 
& Affiliates, as well as 
of our corporate and 
private sponsors and 
donors. Thank you!!

“Engage. Educate. Empower. Inspire.”
By Renée Thornton, Chair, WSF Women Hunt®

Women Hunt - Class of 2022

Learning to use a Firearm.

Learning to prepare Wild Game.



PAGE 23 PAGE 24

Drawing will be held October 9, 2023

State gaming laws prohibit residents of Kansas, Hawaii, New Jersey, Utah, and Washington from participating in online 
drawings. Debit cards (or cash/checks) for Montana residents. Canadian residents are eligible to participate in this drawing.

Questions: 406.404.8750 • info@wildsheepfoundation.org

PURCHASE TICKETS HERE
wildsheep.eventgroovefundraising.com/auction-credit

WIN A $25,000
AUCTION CREDIT
Valid for 2024 Sheep Show® live, online or silent auctions.
January 17-20, 2024 • Reno, NV
Tickets $25 each or 5 for $100

Putting & Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain since 1977®

JAN.18-20
RENO, NV

‘24

Fraser River Bighorn Sheep Disease Mitigation Program.
By Peter Gutsche, Wild Sheep Society of British Columbia

From the Northern 
Rocky Mountains, 

the mighty Fraser River 
cuts its course northwest 
before abruptly shifting 
southwards, traveling some 
800 miles before spilling 
into the Pacific Ocean. 
Midway through this path, 
where the Chilcotin River 
enters the Fraser, lies the 
heart of the California 
Bighorn Sheep range.

It is from these herds 
that many transplant 
groups were re-introduced 
throughout the Western 
United States. Sadly, these 
populations have since been 
affected by M.Ovi and have 
been in a continual decline.

It was this decline, first 
noticed in the 1990’s, that 
led to the formation of the 

Wild Sheep Society of BC, 
and it is the recovery of 
these herds that has led 
us to our biggest project 
to date, the Fraser River 
Bighorn Sheep Disease 
Mitigation Program.

For the past four years, 
and with so many others’ 
help, we have tested and 
removed bighorn sheep 
along the Fraser. Removing 
these animals has been 
both logistically challenging 
and emotionally taxing, 
but it has succeeded.

To date, we have tested 
258 of approximately 545 
sheep spread amongst 
some 17 bands in the 
meta-population and 
have removed 40 of these 
animals. With another four 
years of work ahead of us 
and another 300 bighorns to 
go, we can draw inspiration 
from the successes we 
have witnessed, namely the 
dramatic increase in lambs 
in all of our treatment areas.

Where we had previously 
documented zero lamb 
recruitment(survival of 
the first year) year over 
year, we were now seeing 
anywhere from 30-50 lambs 
per 100 ewes—simply 
incredible numbers.

Without a doubt, we 
could not have done this 

alone; with the aid of the 
Wild Sheep Foundation 
and the Midwest Chapter, 
we succeeded in initially 
getting things off the 
ground, and we could 
not be more grateful for 
their continued support.

We have done all of our 
work with helicopters, net-
gunning individual animals 
and testing before release 
or removal. This is done 
primarily because of the 
remoteness of the region. We 
are hoping to incorporate 
a drop-net capture this 
year, much to the approval 
of our members hoping to 
get their hands on a wild 
sheep! If you’ve got some 
time to spare in December, 
be sure to reach out.
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“50% Ram”
By Taylor Raats    Species: Sheep - Stone

There is no word 
that can 

describe sheep hunting. Very 
few people will ever get the 
opportunity to hunt these 
beautiful, majestic animals. 
Sheep sickness is a real 
thing. There is no halfway. 
After your first exposure, a 
man is either a sheep hunter 
or he isn’t. He either falls 
under the spell of sheep 
hunting and sheep country 
or he won’t be caught dead 
on another sheep mountain.
In September of 2021, 

I boarded a plane with 
my dad, Hank, to head to 
British Columbia. We were 
both going to hunt Stone 

sheep! This was the first 
opportunity for both of us 
to hunt them. As we arrived 
in British Columbia, we were 
given some bad news that all 
the guides and spotters had 
just quit the outfitter. The 
new outfitter had just taken 
the outfit over this year from 
the original owners of 30+ 
years. We were then told 
a new guide was to arrive 
in camp the same day we 
arrived and that the hunt 
was going to be a three-
on-one for 10 days instead 
of the original contract of 
one-on-one for 15 days. 
This is something you never 
want to hear as you arrive 

in camp on any hunt. I was 
beyond upset. At this point, 
I was ready to jump back on 
the plane and head home.
On day one of the hunt, 

we headed to a spike camp 
that took almost two days to 
get to. This camp was only 
supposed to take five hours. 
Once we arrived, I noticed 
how thick the area was and 
thought it was going to be 
very tough to find a ram.
On day two as I was hiking 

off a mountain, it was 
starting to get dark and I 
slipped. I went headfirst 
into a branch and gouged 
my eye. I was completely 
blind in my right eye for 
two and a half days.
As it turned out, the first 

seven days of the hunt we 
found six rams but none 
that were legal. At this same 
time, one of the hunters with 
me was hunting mountain 
goats. The main guide and I 
spent an entire day hunting 
goats so this hunter would 
be tagged out and taken 
back to the main camp.
Day eight was here, and 

I was panicking about if I 
was going to get a chance to 
kill a ram. I quickly texted 
my buddy who had guided 
a handful of years for this 
outfitter and he replied with 
where we should relocate. 
We did what my buddy said, 
and as soon as we got near 
that area, we stopped on 
a vantage point. As I sat 
there, I noticed a ladybug 
crawling on me. I reached 
down, picked it up, and 
made a wish. It wasn’t more 

then two minutes later that 
I was looking through my 
binoculars and found my 
ram over three miles away. 
I knew he was something 
special. He had the most 
perfect look. We came up 
with a game plan, ditched 
the horses, and started the 
four-hour hike to get to 
where he was. All I could 
think of was my hope that 
the ram would still be there 
as I got to where we saw 
him last. We finally got into 
position and found a few 
smaller rams but not my 
ram. We decided to hold 
tight for a bit, and as luck 
would have it, here came two 
beautiful dark-caped rams 
down the side of a mountain. 
My ram was the back one 
following a younger ram. 
I quickly lay down prone 
and got ready for a shot. 
My rangefinder spit out 
454 yards, and I adjusted 
my turret on the scope. 
Waiting and waiting, my 
ram finally stopped. Boom! 
One well-placed shot and 
my ram tipped over dead 
in his tracks. I started high 
fiving with my dad, realizing 
I just got my 50% ram.
This is something I’ll never 

forget. I was flooded with 
emotions and started tearing 
up immediately, crying like 
a baby. It was a feeling I 
cannot explain. After all the 
highs and lows on this hunt, 
to finally get a beautiful ram 
was bittersweet. As we made 
it over to my ram, I was 
speechless. He was by far 
the most beautiful animal I 
had ever seen in my life. I’m 
now 50% Slam completed, 
and the feeling is amazing! 

Hunt sheep while 
you can because you 
never know what 
tomorrow will bring.
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Arizona Youth Waterhole Project
By Cris Bickman Otte, Midwest Chapter WSF 

Youth Waterhole Project Director

The Midwest Chapter of 
the Wild Sheep Foundation 
Youth Program Mission 
Statement reads:

“We are dedicated to 
enhancing wild sheep 
populations, promoting 
professional wildlife 
management, education 
the public and youth on 
sustainable use and the 
conservation benefits of 
hunting while promoting 
the interests of the hunter 
and all stakeholders.”

Who benefits 
from a waterhole 
project and why?

The Midwest Chapter of 
the Wild Sheep Foundation 
(WSF) traditionally sends 12 
youth and four chaperones 
to attend a waterhole project 
somewhere in Arizona to 
gain a greater appreciation 
for conservation and natural 
resources.  The camp 
affords the youth a unique 
opportunity to gain hands-on 
experience and knowledge 
in a natural, rugged, and 
remote environment.

To select the twelve 
deserving youths, an essay 
contest is conducted on the 
theme, “Who benefits from a 
waterhole project and why?” 
Youth between 14-18 years 
of age are encouraged to 
enter an essay contest to be 
eligible for an all-expense 
paid trip to help build a 
waterhole somewhere in 
Arizona. Essays are selected 
by a blind review method.

The Arizona Youth 
Waterhole Project is a 

nonprofit program that 
is funded by volunteer 
sponsorship and fully 
supports all expenses, 
including travel, meals, 

camp sites, and educational 
excursions. It not only 
makes a difference for 
conservation, bighorn sheep, 
and other wildlife, it also 
makes a difference in the 
lives of the youth attending.  
The future is in their hands.

The participating youth 
received a document of 
volunteer hours from the 
Arizona Game and Fish 
Department (AZGFD), a 
one-year membership to 
the Arizona Desert Bighorn 

Sheep Society (ADBSS), 
which includes the chapter’s 
Ram’s Horn magazine, and 
tickets to attend the Midwest 
Chapters Annual Fundraiser 

Banquet. They are asked to 
“give-back” by one doing 
one of the following:

* Write an article for the 
Midwest Chapter WSF 
magazine, “Ram Tracks”.

*Share their experience 
at our annual fundraiser 
banquet and/or schools.

*Spread the word of wildlife 
conservation efforts and how 
others can get involved.

The future of wildlife 
and our environment is 
dependent upon our next 
generations’ involvement.

Save the date, 
February 2024.

We will begin accepting 
essays for the 2024 Youth 
Waterhole Project August 1, 
2023. If you are aware of an 
interested youth between 
14-18 years, please email 
CrisOtte.MidwestWSF@gmail.
com for more information.

 
What is a Water 
Hole Project?

Each year the Arizona 
Desert Bighorn Sheep Society 
(ADBSS) builds or redevelops 
five or six water holes under 
the direction of the state and 
federal agencies responsible 
for the management of 
desert bighorn sheep 
habitat (ADBSS.org). 

Each project is completed 
in three days. There are 
currently 185 desert 
waterholes benefiting 
bighorn sheep and up to 
50 other species. Drought 
conditions are critical to 
wildlife in the drought 
stricken southwest with 
minimal rainfall.  In an arid 
climate like Arizona the 
purpose of a wildlife water 
development is to provide 
free standing drinking water 
when no other source of 
water is available, either on 
the surface or within the 
vegetation. Wildlife needs 
water to live. Through 
this project, wildlife can 
expand their use of the 
range/habitat and increase 
their population. 

The ADBSS motto is:
 “Sine aqua mortis,” 
which is Spanish for 

“Without water 
we die.”

Posing at the “drinker” before the concrete and stone walkway was 
developed: K. Winrich, I. Bickman, R. Gomes, T. Jones, M. Heggedahl, P. 

Nelson, Oscar Carlson (Forest Lake, MN), C. Wallis, Steve Powelson (Faribault, 
MN), H. Palodichuk, S. Bradley,  Mark Almgren (Watkins, MN), T. Tix, D. 

Rademaker, C. Bickman Otte, K. Berg. Missing: Andy Otte (Randolph, MN).

Oscar Carlson is honored with a plaque by the ADBSS and AZGFD 
at the final campfire celebration. Pictured: Brad Remfrey (ADBSS 

Director),Carlson, Charlie Kelly (past president ADBSS), and Bill Davis 
(president ADBSS. This project was dedicated to Oscar Carlson for his 

contribution the youth waterhole projects. A medallion honoring Carlson 
and the Midwest Chapter WSF was embedded into the foundation.

Rihanna Gomes (photo 1) and KayLea 
Berg (photo 2) weld large portions 

of the 800’ of new pipe rail livestock 
exclosure fence. The exclosure fence 
is designed to keep wild horses and 
mules out and let all other wildlife 
species get through. Wild horses 
and mules destroy the collection 

aprons and damage the waterholes.
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LOWER 

SALMON

IDAHO BIGHORN MANAGEMENT PLAN  

Issue

This is a collaborative project designed as a manipulative 
experiment that builds on and improves previous Test 
and Remove (T&R) Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (Movi) 
clearance efforts. We are using adaptive methods to identify 
the least invasive, most efficient approaches to clearing Movi 
from six free-ranging bighorn sheep populations in Idaho 
(Lower Salmon and Lower Panther Main Salmon PMUs), 
Oregon (Lookout, Burnt River and Lostine), and Wash-
ington (Yakima).  These six focal populations represent a 
range of health and demographic histories (size, native vs 
reintroduced, etc.), patterns of space use, infection, and 
accessibility.  This is an ongoing project, and this would be 
the third year of capture in the Lower Salmon Population 
Management Unit (PMU).
The first T&R experiments aimed to test every adult female, 
or every adult of both sexes in free-ranging bighorn sheep 
populations to identify and remove chronic Movi carriers 
as a proof of concept.  The approach this time is to strategi-
cally reduce infection pressure, as opposed to testing every 
animal.  This change is based on experience gained from 
T&R in Hells Canyon.  By taking advantage of knowledge 
about the space use, connectivity, and Movi shedding dura-
tion and prevalence within each population to characterize 
transmission dynamics and identify Movi “hot spots” we 
hope we can stop the chain of transmission and that Movi 
will be cleared from the population through a combination 
of selective removals and natural attrition.

The Lower Salmon PMU is a priority for management due 
to its potential connectivity to the North Hells Canyon 

PMU.  There are bighorns from both areas (genetic analysis) 
moving to habitat between the PMUs.  We are concerned 
that the Lower Salmon bighorn sheep could re-infect Hells 
Canyon.  The Lower Salmon bighorn sheep is also a native 
population with significant value to the state and species as 
a whole.  

Methods

After the initial years of testing, we will be focusing on those 
subgroups that have been identified as having the greatest 
prevalence of Movi shedding.  Individuals that are positive 
will be retested the next year to distinguish chronic from 
intermittent carriers.  Testing will occur over at least three 
years and removals will occur in years two and/or three 
following positive tests over two years.  If necessary, we will 
extend the project as conditions dictate.  This will be year 
3 of capture and testing in the Lower Salmon PMU. How-
ever, because of issues dealing with wilderness and the use 
of helicopters to capture bighorn sheep, the total number 
of sheep captured from jet boats is less than what we had 
hoped going into year 3. We hope to deploy more collars in 
this PMU this field season. 

Budget (IDFG, ID WSF, WSF, Midwest WSF)

• Collars: 20 @ $1200 = $24,000 + others = $33,000 
• Helicopter Capture: 25 sheep@ $1000 = $25,000
• Jet Boat (ground capture) = $6,000
• Health Testing: 40 @ $100 = $4,000
• Necropsy (testing): $2,000
• 2022-23 Budget total: $70,000

Reprinted Courtesy of Idaho 
Wild Sheep Foundation
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“New Zealand”
By Joe Perrella

“Mule Deer Hunting in Mexico, January 2023”
By Oscar Carlson

On January 10th, 
2023, three of us 

flew down to Hermosillo, 
Mexico to meet Roger 
Gabaldon of Terra Encantada 
Outfitter guide service. 
My son, Jason and friend 
of mine, Alan Bakke, 
joined me on this hunt.
Normally I have flown 

into Phoenix, but 
some reason we 
were scheduled 
for Mexico City 
and then back 
to Hermosillo. 
That made it a lot 
longer trip. We 
were greeted at the 
airport by Roger. 
This time we did 
not have to check 
our guns because 
Roger and Pete 
provided them 
for us. Checking 
guns in and out 
of the U.S. and 
Mexico is a real 
hassle, so that was 
a big help. Roger’s 
hunting area is 
within 2 hours of 
Hermosilllo, so we 
still got there in 
the daylight and 
were able to settle 
in and meet our 
drivers and guides. 
For those that have 
not been down 
hunting in Mexico, there are 
3 methods of hunting. The 
first one is to start walking 
until you run across fresh 
tracks and follow them. 
The second method is to 
post on the ground or into 

a high blind. The third 
one is to use high racks 
on the back of pick-ups.
On the second day of our 

hunt, Jason was able to 
take a beautiful, large, and 
symmetrical desert mule 
deer (picture attached) from 
a ground blind. The rest 
of his hunt, he spent time 

trying to take a Coues deer. 
Alan and I saw a few does 
and I only saw a fleeting 
glance of one side of a buck 
rack through the grass as 
he was passing through. 
Neither one of us got a crack 

at a muley or a coues.
For a little background on 

Roger and his outfit, Roger, 
years ago exhibited at our 
Midwest Chapter fund-raiser 
for several years. That’s 
where I got to know him 
and his family. His wife, 
Teresa, and two sons, Jude 
and Pete, have been involved 

in the operation 
for a long time. 
In addition to 
leasing ranches 
from Mexican 
landowners, his 
main business is 
hunting Oryx in 
New Mexico. Both 
Roger and Pete 
have been acting 
as my guides over 
the years. I know 
of a number of 
people from our 
Midwest Chapter 
that have hunted 
with Roger and 
consider him 
a friend of the 
Midwest Chapter. 
Roger’s health 
has been failing 
for some time 
and I wanted to 
hunt with him 
one more time 
before either of us 
would be unable 
to hunt together. 
Hopefully, Roger 

will be able to continue for 
a while. I know he’s thinking 
of turning the business over 
to Pete for the Mexican hunts 
and possibly, both Pete and 
Jude, for the Oryx hunts. 
Any questions, you are 

welcome to give me a call.

Hunting in New 
Zealand should be 
on every big game 

hunter’s wish list.  The 
scenery in every direction is 
breathtaking.  The quality 
of animals is spectacular.  
A hunting 
paradise.  
We got a 
taste of 
everything 
on this trip 
from big 
mountain 
hunting for 
tahr and 
chamois 
to hunting 
rolling hills 
for red stag 
and fallow 
deer.  We 
spent a 
morning 
bird 
hunting 
next to the 
ocean, and 
an evening hunting wallaby.  
Non-stop excitement.

I did this hunt with Gary 
Herbert’s New Zealand 
Hunting.  If you have ever 
looked in to hunting in 
NZ you’ve heard of Gary 
Herbert.  He’s the best 
there is and provides 
an experience you 
won’t find anywhere 
else.  Food & lodging 
are first class all the 
way.  Daily laundry 
service, 3 fabulous 
meals per day, private 
sleeping quarters 
with bathroom, grand 

dining room, stocked bar, 
knowledgable hard working 
guides, and a lodge staff 
that never stopped working.  
Gary also does all the trophy 
prep & packing in-house 
so he gets your animals 

shipped home within a 
couple months.   If you ever 
go to NZ, don’t even bother 
with anybody else.  There’s 
the New Zealand hunting 
experience and then there’s 
the Gary Herbert experience.  
Gary is the best there is.  

The hunt itself was booked 
through Cabelas Signature 
Outdoor Adventures.  Adam 
Bender is the main man 
at Cabelas SOA and he 
accompanied us on this trip 

along with his 
photographer.  
This isn’t a deal 
where you book 
the hunt and 
you’re on your 
own.  Adam is 
with the group 
the entire time.  
Him and his 
staff handle 
every detail 
and make sure 
all of your 
expectations 
are met.  All 
you need to 
do is be at the 
pickup spot 
to go to camp.  
68% of their 
business is 

repeat customers which is a 
testament to the great work 
they do.  They do a great job 
vetting the outfitters and if 
you go on one of their hunts, 
you are going to be hunting 
with the best of the best.    

After shooting the 
guns the first day 
we were heading 
out right away.  The 
weather was perfect 
and we needed to 
take advantage of 
it.  My first hunt was 
for Himalayan Tahr.  
They are native to the 
central Himalayan 
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regions of India & Nepal 
and were introduced in New 
Zealand in 1904 to attract 
international hunters.  We 
used a helicopter to take us 
from camp to a spot about 
halfway up the mountain.  
We spotted a nice bull tahr 
on the skyline and hiked 
up to get into position to 
shoot.  Day 1 was a success.

Day 2 was more mountain 
hunting.  This time for 
chamois.  Chamois are 
smaller animals weighing 
between 60-90 pounds with 
short hooked horns.  They 
are found throughout the 
mountains of Europe and 
the chamois found in New 
Zealand were a gift from the 
emperor of Austria in 1907 
in exchange for rare birds & 
lizards.  Again we used the 
helicopter to fly above the 
vast mountain areas looking 
for chamois.  In addition 
to looking for a mature 
specimen worthy of hunting, 
you also need to make sure 
there’s enough flat ground 
within shooting distance so 
the chopper can drop you 
off.   And most importantly 
you need to make sure you 
can retrieve the downed 
animal one you squeeze the 
trigger.  The helicopter gave 
us the opportunity to cover 
more ground and some of 
these animals live in areas 
where you’d never be able to 
reach on foot.  Day 2 was a 
success.  2 animals down.

Next we now had our eyes 
on Red Stag Deer.  With the 
quality & quantity of game 
in the area we knew success 
wasn’t going to be an issue. 
We spent an evening glassing 
and getting an idea for what 

we wanted.  It is hard to 
judge these animals because 
of the configuration of their 
antlers.  You have number 
& length of points, mass, 
width, height, palmation, 
drop tines, etc…. No two 
stag look alike.  Red stag 
have the largest antlers in 
the world in relation to their 
body size.  They are found 
mainly in Europe and Asia.  
They were introduced into 
New Zealand in the late 
1800s from the British stock.  
After a half day of glassing 
an area that looks like it 
came directly from the Lord 
of the Rings, we were able to 
get our hands on a beautiful 
deer with huge antlers.  I 
can’t imagine how strong 
their necks are to carry 
around so much weight.

Fallow deer weren’t in my 
original plan but who can 
turn down this opportunity 
when you’re surrounded 
my so many awesome 
creatures.  Fallow deer are 
native to the Mediterranean 
region of Europe and Asia 
and have been introduced to 
every inhabited continent.  
These particular deer were 
brought over from England 
& Scotland in the late 
1800s.  After roaming the 
hilly countryside with my 
guide Will, we spotted the 
perfect animal across the 
valley from the peak we 
were glassing from.  We got 
as close as we could and I 
was able to get a 280 yard 
shot across the valley.  The 
deer was down and it was 
time to hike up and get our 
hands on him.  These deer 
have hair color ranging from 
white, gray, tan, to dark 
brown.  Some have spots.  

Plenty of decisions to make 
before going after one.

The last day and a half 
were a complete surprise 
and definitely a time I’ll 
never forgot.  We were 
able to spend some time 
on a flooded field next to 
the ocean hunting Black 
Swan.  These birds are 
huge and we had a great 
time hunting them.  We 
finished off this short side 
trip with nighttime hunting 
for Wallaby using side 
by sides and a spotlight.  
They don’t freeze at the 
light so you need to be 
quick.  Wallaby look like 
small kangaroos and are 
considered a nuisance.  
They are destructive to 
the environment and 
with no predators they 
grow in large numbers.

If I had to recommend a 
hunt to somebody looking 
to experience a bit of 
everything it would be this 
one.  One of my favorites.  
I’d be shocked if they didn’t 
come away being addicted to 
this passion of ours.  From 
the best accommodations, 
highest quality of game, 
highest level of service, and 
non stop fun.. this hunt 
will definitely send you 
home with an addiction.

COMING SOON

YOU NEED?
DO YOU HAVE

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
CHARACTER AND GRIT OF OUR 

MEMBERS ARE OFTEN ENOUGH TO 
“GET THE JOB DONE,” but we also 

know that having quality gear surely 
enhances a hunting or backcountry 
experience. Our mission is to offer 

modern gear solutions that are 
authentically vetted by our 
team of professionals - The 

Consultants - so that the 
performance and comfort of 

our members is optimized for 
every minute spent living 

their adventures.

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT 
OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFERS MADE 

AVAILABLE TO HF MEMBERS ONLY.

THE GEAR

CALL: (435) 263-0207  |  EMAIL: INFO@GEARFOOL.COM
                               VISIT US AT WWW.GEARFOOL.COM
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The Whiskey Mountain 
Bighorn sheep (WMBS) herd 
encompasses the northern 
Wind River Mountain Range 
in west-central Wyoming. The 
herd has been an important 
component in bighorn sheep 
management for Wyoming and 
other western states for many 
decades. Recognized for years 
as the largest congregation of 
wintering bighorn sheep (Ovis 
canadensis) in the country, the 
herd has been a management 
focus for the Wyoming Game 
& Fish Department (WGFD), 
federal land management 
agencies, and non-government 
conservation groups for over 
half a century. 

From 1949 through 1995 over 
1,900 bighorn sheep were 
captured and moved from 
the WMBS herd to establish 
new bighorn sheep herds 
or augment existing herds 
throughout the West. At 
its peak, the herd provided 
substantial recreational 
opportunities for hunters and 
photographers. Following a 
large, all-age die-off caused 
by pneumonia during the 
winter of 1990/1991, the 
bighorn sheep herd has 

consistently experienced low 
lamb production leading to 
continued population decline. 
Observations of the bighorn 
sheep herd over the past 28 
years also reveal the persistence 
of bighorn sheep (lambs 
and adults) exhibiting nasal 
discharge, coughing, parasites, 
viral infections, and low body 
mass. All of these symptoms 
indicate bighorn sheep in the 
herd are generally unhealthy, 
likely subject to environmental 
stress-ors, and continually 
exposed to contagious or 
transmissible pathogens and 
parasites. 

It is unknown how many 
bighorn sheep inhabited 
the northern Wind River 
Mountains prior to European 
settlement. Early explorers 
noted mountain sheep were 
easily found throughout the 
Wind River Range. It is known 
that increased domestic 
livestock grazing in the late 
1880s through the early 
1900s had a dramatic impact 
on wild sheep populations 
throughout the West. In 
particular domestic sheep 
grazing contributed to large-
scale die-offs of bighorn sheep 

due to transmission of bacterial 
pathogens. By 1940, Honess 
and Frost (1942) estimated 
there were approximately 500 
bighorn sheep in the Wind 
River Mountains. By the mid-
1950s, WGFD acknowledged 
the importance of maintaining 
crucial bighorn sheep winter 
ranges on and adjacent to 
Whiskey Mountain for bighorn 
sheep persistence in the Wind 
River Mountains.

It appears bighorn sheep 
numbers increased substantially 
during this from the 
1940s-1970s. And held steady 
from 1958-1971 as indicated 
by classification data. However, 
WGFD personnel noted a 
significant decline in lamb/
ewe ratios in the early 1970s 
which led to a study indicating 
poor herd health that may have 
been due to inadequate forage, 
overpopulation, and exposure 
to disease. Researchers and 
managers had concerns that 
any additional environmental 
stress on this herd could easily 
result in a catastrophic disease 
outbreak. This prediction 
came true during the winter 
of 1990/1991, with a disease 
outbreak resulting in significant 

Whiskey Basin Core Native Herd
By: Katie Cheesbrough, Executive Director of 

Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation

Photo Courtesy of Steve Kilpatrick.

mortality across all age 
classes with the highest 
mortalities seen in lambs 
and continued low lamb 
recruitment. 

Documented bighorn sheep 
pneumonia-related die-offs 
typically show a pattern 
of low lamb recruitment 
for approximately 3-5 
years following the disease 
outbreak. After this period, 
recruitment often increases 
gradually and populations 
recover and begin to grow. In 
contrast, the WMBS herd has 
continued to decline due to 
poor lamb recruitment over 
the past 30 years.

The WMBS Herd’s inability to 
recover from the die-off in the 
90s resulted in further studies 
which continued to find poor 
bighorn sheep health attributed 
to nutritional deficiencies 
despite decreased populations 
and underutilization of forage. 
Capture studies done from 
2015-2018 indicate that adult 
bighorn sheep maintain body 
condition throughout winter 
better than bighorn sheep 
in the nearby Jackson and 
Cody herds (Monteith 2017), 
suggesting that the WMBS 
herd may be subject to some 
unknown nutritional stress on 
their summer range.

 Compounding the nutritional 
issues identified in this herd 
is the persistence of bacteria 
and other pathogens. Multiple 
species of bacteria related 
to pneumonia in bighorn 
sheep have been consistently 
identified in the population 
during testing over the years. 
Recently, the presence of sinus 
tumors has been observed 
in this population as well. 
Other diseases and parasites 
such as contagious echthyma 
(ORF) and lung worms are 
also known to be present. At 
this point, managers do not 
know if poor bighorn sheep 
health in the WMBS herd is 
strictly due to pathogens and 
parasites or if the persistence 
of pathogens and parasites 
is the result of nutritional 
stress. Most recently, increased 

wolf activity in and around 
Whiskey Mountain appears to 
have altered the behavior and 
distribution of bighorn sheep 
on winter range. 

Over the past 30 years, 
WGFD has taken a number 
of management actions 
aimed at improving bighorn 
sheep health and spurring 
population growth in this herd. 
Actions have included forage 
enhancement on winter range 
including prescribed burns 
and fertilization, de-worming 
bighorn sheep, removing 
clinically ill bighorn sheep with 
symptoms of pneumonia, salt 
and mineral supplementation, 
and predator control. None 
of these actions have had any 
noticeable, positive impact on 
the population. 

Regardless of the reasons 
for the continued decline 
of the WMBS herd, it now 
appears the population size 
is less than what it was in 
the 1940s at approximately 
334 bighorn sheep. The 
management challenges WMBS 
herd are complex and require 
novel solutions. In 2019 the 
WGFD engaged the public 
in a collaborative process to 
fully assess the situation in 
the WMBS herd and come up 
with a management plan to 
address the challenges facing 
this herd. The plan has been 
completed and the WGFD 

continues to work with partners 
like the Wyoming Wild Sheep 
Foundation to ensure the future 
of this very important core 
native herd.

It has been proposed that the 
persistence of pneumonia 
in chronically infected 
bighorn sheep herds may be 
attributed to individual ewes 
that consistently harbor the 
pathogens and continually 
reinfect others, especially 
lambs. These ewes have been 
termed “chronic carriers” and 
their removal is associated 
with a fade out of pathogen 
presence within the herd and 
subsequent herd growth. 
Researchers have created a 
“test and remove” strategy 
that requires several rounds 
of disease testing, determining 
the chronic carriers, removal 
of the chronic carriers from 
the population and continued 
disease monitoring within the 
population.

After several western states 
have seen success utilizing 
the test and remove method, 
the WGFD has proposed 
implementation and evaluation 
of this strategy in the Red 
Creek portion of the WMBS 
herd. In cooperation with Kevin 
Monteith at the University of 
Wyoming, this management 
strategy will be rigorously 
assessed to determine its 
effectiveness.

Photo Courtesy of Mark Gocke.
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 When the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department 
(NDGF) introduced bighorn 
sheep from the Breaks of 
Montana in 2006 and 2007, 
the belief was that the large-
bodied Breaks bighorns were 
very similar to the native 
population that had been 
extirpated from the state by 
the early 1900s.

 Almost 20 years later, as 
North Dakota achieved its 
third consecutive record 
count of bighorn sheep, 
those assumptions back 
in 2006 have proven true. 
The descendants of the 
original translocated Breaks 
bighorn sheep continue 
to endure North Dakota’s 
severe winters just fine, and 
high adult survival coupled 
with high rates of lamb 

recruitment have resulted in 
robust population growth.

 A bonus to hunters has been 
a marked increase in the size 
of rams harvested in North 
Dakota. Rams in the 160s 
were typically the largest 
the state produced 20 years 
ago. Today, however, most 
hunters harvest rams in the 
170s or larger. In fact, North 
Dakota has produced five 
state record rams in the last 
seven years and there are 
plenty of contenders coming 
up that could challenge the 
current record.

 Bighorn sheep reintroduced 
onto the Fort Berthold 
Reservation near Lake 
Sakakawea from Montana in 
2020 are doing equally well. 
The population has already 
nearly tripled, and the rams 
subsequently born there 
have put on exceptional horn 
growth. I expect a few Mega 
Rams to be harvested from 
that population once hunting 
commences in 2026.

 NDGF will set the number 
of hunting licenses 
on September 1 after 
completion of the summer 
population survey. Whether a 
new state record is harvested 
remains to be seen, but all 
lucky hunters will have an 
opportunity to take a great 
ram.

North Dakota Bighorn Sheep Population Hits Record High
Despite Harsh Winter

North Dakota’s bighorn numbers are surprisingly healthy
even though lamb survival rates were lower than usual

 Bighorn sheep were extirpated 
from North Dakota in the early 
1900s. Now, their reintroduced 
population surges toward 500 
individuals. 

North Dakota’s resident 
bighorn sheep population broke 
several records during the 2022 
population counts. For the third 
year in a row, the northern 
badlands population reached 
an all-time high of 347 sheep, 
which breaks down to 96 rams, 
206 ewes, and 45 lambs. (This 
doesn’t include the sheep in 
Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park or the sheep that live on 
the Fort Berthold Reservation.) 
Strangely, the survival rate 
among winter lambs also broke 
a record, falling to an all-time 
low of 54 percent.

“We were encouraged to see 
the count of adult rams down 
just slightly from last year, 
and adult ewes were at record 
numbers,” NDGF big game 
biologist Brett Wiedmann said 
in a press release this spring. 
“Unfortunately, following a 
record summer count of lambs, 
winter survival was … the 
lowest level on record and well 
below the long-term average. 
The lamb recruitment rate was 
also near a record low. Nearly 
six months of harsh winter 
conditions was the likely cause 
of poor winter survival of 
lambs.”

There are two ways of looking 
at these dismal lamb numbers. 
On one hand, the high winter 
mortality is concerning. 
Fewer lambs will mean fewer 
mature adults reproducing in 
a few years. On the other, the 
numbers remain steady. Even 
without a normal year of lamb 
production, the population still 
beat out the 2021 count of 335 
sheep and rose above the five-

year average by 15 percent. 

Poor lamb survival and 
recruitment isn’t the only drag 
on North Dakota’s overall 
sheep population. The southern 
badlands population, which 
lives south of Interstate 94, 
remains at its all-time low since 
the first sheep were introduced 
there in 1966. Pneumonia wiped 
out all but 20 sheep in the 
region in 1997. That population 
slowly climbed back to 80 
sheep before another outbreak 
hit, and it’s hovered around 20 
individuals ever since. 

While the 40 additional sheep 
that call Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park home don’t 
contribute to the huntable 
population in the state, they 
do bolster its total bighorn 
numbers. Similarly, the Fort 
Berthold Reservation herd 

has thrived since 30 sheep 
were translocated from the 
Rocky Boy’s Reservation in 
eastern Montana and released 
in January 2020. The Mandan, 
Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, 
also known as the Three 
Affiliated Tribes, manage this 
population through their fish 
and wildlife division. 

Bighorn sheep were extirpated 
from North Dakota by the early 
1900s. Today, North Dakota is 
home to an estimated 470 wild 
sheep, all from reintroduction 
efforts that began in 1956 
and are ongoing. Over a 
century later, all five hunters 
who received tags in 2022 
successfully harvested rams, 
and rules for a potential 2023 
hunt will be set by Sept. 1.  

  

By Katie Hill, staff writer for Outdoor Life

North Dakota Wild Sheep Update
By: Brett Wiedmann, North Dakota Big Game Management Biologist
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You may want to turn the 
page to the next article if 
you are looking for a regular 
hunt story.  This is a story 
of what a Midwest whitetail 
deer hunter learned over the 
course of hunting a FNAWS: 
a Dall’s sheep, a Stone’s 
sheep, a Rocky Mountain 
Bighorn, and a Desert 
Bighorn.  Be in sheep shape, 
maximize your shooting 
capabilities, use the lightest 
gear you can afford, use a 
backpack that carries 75+ 
pounds well, wear a pair of 
good boots, wear clothes 
appropriate for the weather 
conditions on your hunt, etc.  
That could be the ‘CliffNotes’ 
version that we all read or 
hear about…they are all true, 
but not what we really learn.  
Let us peel back the 
layers to see how sheep 
hunting can change us 
as hunters, as people.

August 2015, Brooks 
Range AK ‘The 

Cranker’ Dall’s sheep

“I think you are the 
type of guy that could 
really get into sheep 
hunting, but right now 
your back needs to get 
better so we can go after 
that ram.” Cabot Pitts
When you are on the 

side of a mountain for 
12 days and sitting in 
camp because your back 
‘went out’ on day one, 
you talk with your guide 
about everything: family, 
career, hobbies, goals…
maybe too much!  In 
all that conversation 
and time, there is much 
contemplation of all aspects 
of life.  Are your priorities 
straight?  What are your real 

goals in life?  What changes 
do you need to make?
After three days of nursing 

the lower back, thinking 
my first sheep hunt was 
becoming an expensive 
camping trip, Cabot and I 
went after that ram.  We 
swam across a river, hiked 
to the end of a rainbow, and 
witnessed a few miracles to 
get our cranker of a ram!
When one brings an 11lbs 

sleeping bag on a sheep 
hunt, you can imagine there 
was an epiphany every day 
for me.  I had to rethink 
everything about my gear 
and then some.  I didn’t 
realize what a change in 
priorities it was going to 
make in me.  What are 
your real goals in life?  I 

had my answer after 
that first sheep hunt.

August 2018, Spatsizi 
‘Land of the Red Goat’ 

BC Stone’s sheep

“…it is in the passions 
that people achieve their 
highest potential of being 
human.” James Swan
After returning from Alaska, 

I became a member of the 
Wild Sheep Foundation 
and attended the 2016, 
Sheep Show®.  Attending 
my first Sheep Show® was 
an adventure itself; the 
labyrinth of outfitters, the 
auctions, the banquets, 
the chance of going on 
another sheep hunt!
After numerous 

conversations and a lot of 
apprehension, check # 136 

was written on 
June 27, 2016, as 
down payment for a 
Stone’s sheep hunt 
in August 2018.  I 
felt I was out of 
my league on this 
hunt.  Over the next 
two years, I would 
meet, befriend, 
and lean on other 
hunters who have 
‘been there, done 
that’ for guidance 
to prepare for this 
amazing adventure.
I met Kevin Muir 

at the 2018, Sheep 
Show® Grand Finale 
Banquet.  Since 
then, we have met 
in Wyoming for 
prairie dog control, 
we just hunted 
Coues deer in AZ, 
and we regularly 
stay in touch about 
hunting trips and 

the shooting sports.  Kevin 
is good at imparting wisdom 

Cabot Pitts

Join Today!
There are Unlimited Reasons to Become a Member

We invite you to join the Midwest Chapter – WSF and assist us in increasing wild sheep populations, 
promote scientific wildlife management, and educate the public about the benefits of hunting for 
sustainability and conservation.  As a member, you will receive our bi-annual magazine, Ram Tracks, 
along with updates on chapter activities and benefits at our annual banquet and fundraiser. Become part 
of our passionate members, committed to “Putting and Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain”. With your 
support, our Midwest Chapter will continue to Make a Difference in Wild Sheep Conservation. Since 
inception, the Midwest Chapter has proudly contributed over $7 Million to wild sheep conservation 
throughout North America.

$50 Annual Membership
As an annual member, you will receive Ram Tracks, 

the official journal of the Midwest Chapter. Also, 
all print and electronic communications regarding 

our funding, events, wild sheep issues and 
research, member hunt successes and more!

$125 3-Year Membership
As a 3 -year member, you will receive Ram Tracks, 

the official journal of the Midwest Chapter. All 
print and electronic communications regarding our 

funding, events, wild sheep issues and research, 
members hunt successes and more! Our 3 – year 
membership allows you to take advantage of a 

reduced annual price.

$750 Life Member
For those of you that make this special commitment 
to wild sheep conservation, you will receive a few 
special gifts, along with Ram Tracks, the official 

journal of the Midwest Chapter and all electronic 
and print communications mentioned above. The 
special gifts given to a new Life Membership are; 
engraved Midwest Chapter Life Member plaque, 

Midwest Chapter embroidered Sitka Jetstream 
Vest, Midwest Chapter embroidered hat and a 

Midwest Chapter Yeti 30 oz. stainless tumbler. If 
you desire to forego the gifts, we will put those 

expenses for a full $750 directly to our Life Member 
Fund/Wild Sheep Conservation.

$500 Senior Life Membership
For those 60 years of age or older. All new Senior 

Life Members will receive all the same great 
gifts and benefits as our regular Life Members. If 
you desire to forego the gifts, we will put those 

expenses for a full $750 directly to our Life Member 
Fund/Wild Sheep Conservation.

$30 Youth Annual Membership
For youth under 18 years of age. All new Youth 

Annual Members will receive all the same benefits 
as our regular Annual Members. 

It is easy to join us!
Call Mike Bouton at (612) 940-1979

Visit our Webage: 
https://www.midwestwildsheep.com/member-

ships/

Or Scan the QR Code!

“FNAWS”
By Sean Keck
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to us younger types.  One of 
his best comments is, “There 
is nothing easy about sheep 
hunting”.  Everything about 
a sheep hunt is a challenge:  
paying for the hunt, learning 
to travel with hunting gear, 
time away from family; not 
just the physical aspect.

Being an engineer, one can 
imagine I like things just 
so, and I wasn’t receiving 
satisfactory answers on a 
few questions prior to the 
Stone’s sheep hunt.  In a 
desperate act, I lobbed my 
questions at the Facebook 
Sheep Hunting group.  
My apprehension was 
eased after Matt DeFrank 
answered all my questions 
over a phone call.
Sometimes your scope isn’t 

verified, or your parallax 
isn’t properly adjusted 
causing us to miss the 
mark.  I’ve learned the sheep 
hunting community is tight 
and those in it can be your 
best spotters.  This is proven 
by the people you meet 
reading the wind, giving you 
corrections, and getting you 
back on target.  Who have 
been your best spotters?  Be 
sure to reciprocate when it is 
their turn on the firing line.

September 2020, 
Montana Rocky Mountain 
Bighorn ‘Unlimited Luck’

“For something to happen, 
the universe must hear 
it.”  Conor McGregor
Spring 2020, no trips 

planned for the fall and 
there was this thing called 
Covid.  I was thinking, 
‘Why not go on a backpack 
trip to Montana carrying 
a sheep tag and a rifle?’.  
Who doesn’t want to do 
that?!  One can imagine 
there aren’t many sheep 
hunters in Wisconsin to 
lean on for advice.  So, I 
asked the universe; well 
actually the Facebook 
Sheep Hunting group 
again, “Any suggestions 
for someone thinking about 
hunting the Unlimited 
units?”.  Surprisingly there 
were responses, but one 
came thru direct message.  
A few messages back and 
forth led Mike Bouton, and 
I, to a range day sighting in 
rifles, which led to hunting 
elusive rams in an Unlimited 
Unit in September 2020.  
Have I mentioned sheep 
hunters are a tight group 
willing to help each other?
About 15 miles into it, 

I sent my wife a one-
word message, “BRUTAL”.  
Hunting the Unlimited units 
is no joke.  They are tough, 
physically and mentally.  
That was the most difficult 
thing I have done since 
Marine Corps boot 

camp.  A lingering question 
I kept having after the Dall’s 
and Stone’s sheep hunts 
was, “Am I really a sheep 
hunter or just a guy that 
has been on a couple sheep 
hunts?”.  After this hunt, 
I knew the answer.  After 
putting in the effort, Mike 
and I hiked out with our 
Unlimited rams.  Glad it was 
with Mike.  Couldn’t have 
done it with without him.

February 2022, Isla 
del Carmen ‘Grandpa’ 

Desert Bighorn

“Don’t start”, is the advice 
Clay Lancaster gave in 
episode three of the Talk 
is Sheep podcast.  I agree, 

one may find themselves 
in this predicament if you 
start hunting sheep.
Sheep Show® 2019, it was 

good to catch up with old 
friends and hear about 
recent adventures.  There is 
something about being at the 
show that motivates you to 
go on an adventure.  There 
are different paths to take for 
a desert bighorn hunt.  Do 
you book with an outfitter?  
Do you play your hand and 
apply for a draw?  Do you 
bid on an auction tag?  After 
multiple conversations with 
Sergio Jimenez, making the 
decision to book the FNAWS 
hunt on Carmen Island with 
Mexico Hunts made perfect 
sense for me.  A sheep hunt 
can be that once in a lifetime 
adventure for many.  If I was 
going to be fortunate enough 
to hunt a desert bighorn, 
who would I want to do it 
with?  Family, of course!
Carmen Island is not only a 

desert bighorn conservation 
success story, but one in a 
chain of islands that are a 
national marine park.  The 
area is full of wildlife from 
blue whales to the blue 
footed booby.  My family 
was able to take a break 
from the Wisconsin winter 
and enjoy walks on the 
beach, mountain biking, or 
simply relaxing while I was 
out chasing rams.  Curiosity 
led me to wonder whose 
footsteps I followed on this 
adventure.  I noticed a few 
notable names within the 
island guest register such as 
Renee Snider, Joshua Spies, 
Tom Foss, and J. Alain Smith.  
All have provided an example 
for us to follow in their 
contributions to conservation.
On the third afternoon of 

our hunt, we found ‘Grandpa’.  
Gaspar, Abundis, Mata and I 
were able to execute the plan 
and take the FNAWS ram!  
The chipped horn warrior 
was estimated to be twelve 

Kevin Muir Matt DeFrank

years old.  The best part was 
having my family there for 
this special achievement in my 
little world.  The remaining 
days on the island I was 
able to focus on the most 
important priority, my family.

The FNAWS

“I am a collector of experiences, 
not animals.”  J. Alain Smith

Mike Bouton

I have learned much over 
the last seven years hunting 
sheep from Alaska to Mexico.  
I learned how to travel to 
other countries with hunting 
tools.  I have attended a 
shooting school to freshen 
up what I learned in the 
Marines.  I no longer use an 
11 pound sleeping bag.  The 
most meaningful thing I have 
learned is what is the real 
FNAWS.  It is the friendships 

and deeper relationships one 
makes along the way.  The 
hunt is the experience used 
to make new friends and 
deepen the relationships with 
them and family.  Cabot was 
right, some thoughts run as 
base line code in the back 
of your mind; eat, breathe, 
hunt sheep.  You can bet 
that my family, Cabot, Kevin, 
Matt, and Mike are all on 
the InReach distribution 
list when “Ram Down!” is 
sent out to the universe.

The Keck Family
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Like most sheep hunters, I 
had been training hard for 
months in eager anticipation 
for my bucket list Wyoming 
bighorn sheep hunt. With 
excitement, the day finally 
arrived and I reluctantly 
headed for the airport to fly 
from Indiana to Cody. I say 
reluctantly only because I had 
to leave my two teenagers to 
manage their Dad or perhaps 
he manage them! I held little 
hope that, while away, all of our 
kid’s activities and schedules 
would be completed. 
Actually, I lowered 
my expectations to 
‘all will be well if the 
house doesn’t burn 
down and everyone 
is alive and not in jail 
before I get home’. I 
boarded the plane and 
headed to Cody to 
meet up with renown 
videographer and 
friend, Jordan Budd, 
of Running Water 
Media to capture and 
record my bighorn 
sheep hunt. After 
all, the golden rule 
in our competitive 
family is, “if you 
don’t document the 
events, then it really 
never happened”. 
Jordan and I met 

up with guide and owner, Josh 
Martoglio, of Shoshone Lodge 
Outfitters at the local hotel. 
After meeting with his team of 
wranglers, we jumped in his 
truck full of gear and pulling 
a trailer full of horses headed 
off to the trail head. After 
a final check of gear, food, 
license, and everything else 
we could fit into our packs, 
we gave them all a final weigh 
and appropriately packed the 
horses. The excitement that 
had been building started 
when we saddled up and the 
hunt actually started. The 
anticipation of a successful and 
epic hunt fueled the adrenalin 

rush that was aided by the 
smell of sweat stained saddle 
leather, the old saddle blankets 
full of history, and even the 
horse itself. The simple beauty 
of the horses as they clicked 
and clacked on the rocks along 
the trail we squeezed through 
groves of cottonwoods was 
tranquil music to my ears. 
As we continued onward we 
travel through a large stand 
of pines and the crisp clean 
air, accompanied by mountain 
pine scent, was so wonderfully 

invigorating. As no words were 
spoken, I wondered if I was the 
only person in the group that 
was noticing the splendor of 
the Shoshone National Forest. 
Just as I thought it couldn’t get 
any better, the string of horses 
descended down through one 
of the many streams of ice-cold 
water trickling across the rocks. 
My keen awareness of the 
sounds and beauty all around 
me had my heart skipping a 
beat or two. Again, I sat high 
on my horse and pondered if 
everyone else was accustomed 
to this brilliant landscape 
and could I be the only one 
not taking it for granted?

I have been fortunate to 
successfully harvest big game 
and sheep in several beautiful 
places such as Idaho, British 
Columbia, Mexico, the Yukon 
to name a few, but this was 
my first hunt in Wyoming. The 
stories I’ve had the pleasure 
of reading or hearing about 
the magnificent hunting in 
Wyoming was all becoming 
a reality. The breathtaking 
landscape of the western 
mountains to a “flatlander” 
from the Midwest can be awe 

inspiring. I feel that 
those that live in the 
shadows of these 
mountains often 
take the beauty for 
granted just as a 
Midwesterner do 
the rolling hills 
filled with green 
corn, grasses, and 
bean fields.
Did I mention I 

was from Indiana—
oh yes, a Hoosier. 
What the heck is a 
“Hoosier” you may 
ask. The answer is 
“I don’t know” but 
I would like to try 
to explain “Hoosier 
Hysteria”--- perhaps 
a little later.  
After several hours 

of riding trail, we 
made it to one of Josh’s lavish 
wall tent base camps. As the 
opening day for Wyoming 
bighorn sheep was two days 
away, the simple plan was to 
scout the next day and try 
and locate a shooter ram. 
The weather was perfect, 
cool but not freezing and no 
snow or sleet. That evening, 
like every hunter that has 
shared a hunting camp, we 
sat motionless in the dark 
for hours, mesmerized by the 
crackling fire as it spit embers 
skyward. Life long friendships 
are most often made sitting 
around a warm fire and this 
was no different. As the hours 

flew by, story after story was 
told and the anticipation of the 
next day began to grow higher. 
While tucked into my warm 
sleeping bag I began to count 
my blessings. I was serenaded 
that evening with the sounds 
of bull elk bugling back and 
forth. I gave it my best effort 
to relax and try to fall asleep. 
But, like a five year old awaiting 
Santa in the morning, sleep just 
wouldn’t come. The realization 
that I was finally hunting 
sheep in Wyoming took my 
excitement to new levels that 
left me awake most of the night. 
Morning coffee behind us, 

we loaded up and set out for 
a day of glassing. Our view 
for most of the morning was 
compromised by the smoke 
from the surrounding states 
forest fires. As we made our 
way from one glassing point to 
another the nervous excitement 
began to fade. After a short 
nap basking in the sun, I went 
off by myself and tucked into a 
small pine tree to begin glassing 
yet again. I sat quietly with my 
binos positioned perfectly, when 
all of a sudden I heard a strange 
noise headed directly towards 
me from the valley below. As I 
pulled away from my binos, my 
eyes locked with a large bull elk 
who stopped on a dime about 
7 yards from me. I’m not sure 
who was startled the most at 
this point but he definitely ran 
across the mountain landscape 
a lot faster than I could. After 
all this commotion we decided 
to move across the mountain 
to look into a different valley. 
The repositioning paid off as 
we found a nice band of rams. 
Several hours later we had all 
agreed that this was “the ram” 
and we would watch him till 
bed. As the day was coming to a 
close, we hustled back to camp 
to get a few hours of rest and 
pack for the morning hunt. 
The day had finally arrived. I 

had been dreaming of hunting 
sheep in Wyoming for several 
years. Wyoming has great 
numbers of bighorn sheep and 
you never know what kind of 
sheep you will turn up, that’s 
what makes this place so 
special. I remember my teeth 

chattering that morning while 
we were riding in the dark, 
not from being cold but from 
getting so worked up and 
nervous about the day ahead. 
That all passed when it was go 
time. We tied up the horses, 
loaded our packs, and headed 
up the mountains. We had 
planned on a long day of hiking 
but as we crested the first 
mountain ridge, Josh quickly 
jumped down and turned to 
whisper “ram”. We all hurried 
into position but this turned 
out to be the first of many 
false alarms. The rams had 
ran down the mountain side, 
crossed the creek, and was 
bedded half way up the other 
side to stay out of the wind. 
After an intense 45 minute 

stare down, we found an 
opportunity to move a little 
lower on our side of the 
mountain to try and put us 
directly across from the rams. 
We all played a great game 
of cat and mouse for well 
over 6 hours. As one of the 
rams would stand to stretch 
we would run across the side 
of the mountain to a new 
position, only to run back to 
the original spot when they 
would step back to the right. 
This repositioning went on and 
on until they finally decided 
to break from the cover of 
the trees. The patience and 
perseverance was rewarded 
when he separated from 
others allowing me to make 
a clean and ethical shot from 
around 300 yards. And just 
like that, Wyoming Ram down! 

The elation and adrenaline 
rush is overwhelming and can’t 
be described. The feeling of 
accomplishment you have when 
that majestic ram is loaded 
into your pack and you are 
carrying it off the mountain 
one painful step at a time. 
Every sense is heightened to 
an almost euphoric state. This 
too, I have felt before with 
Hoosier Hysteria. As an Indiana 
high school basketball player 
prior to class basketball we 
would find ourselves packing 
gyms of 7,000 fans. Towns 
literally shutting down to go 
watch us play, the smell of 
popcorn as you walk into a 
gym, fans screaming from tip 
off to buzzer,  the locker room 
walls shaking as fans were 
standing and stomping for us 
to take the floor. If you took 
“March Madness”, the World 
Series and the Super Bowl and 
put the excitement from those 
on steroids with every town 
and every rabid basketball fan 
in the entire state you would 
be getting close to describing 
Hoosier Hysteria. And this is 
exactly how I felt coming off 
that mountain as a successful 
sheep hunter. The wonders 
of mother nature in the 
beautiful Shoshone National 
Forest left me speechless 
and hard to find the words 
to describe its magnitude. I 
try desperately to be a good 
person, a good Christian, 
mother, wife, and a good 
hunter but I don’t know what 
I have done in my life to earn 
such a blessing as this hunt.

“Hoosier Hysteria”
By Julie Chapman, WSF Board of Directors
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“The Big Sexy”
By Hank Raats

In my younger years 
growing up in 
Alberta, Canada, 

I hunted Rocky Mountain 
sheep every opportunity I 
had. Although I never did 
get one, I always dreamed 
of killing a big Rocky. My 
Grand Slam quest started 
in 2018 when I killed a Dall 
sheep in NWT with my son. 
That is when 
I figured I 
better get 
after it!

Fast forward 
to 2021 when 
I acquired a 
Rocky tag in 
Oregon. My 
son, Taylor, 
reached out 
to Sheep 
Mountain 
Outfitters 
about guiding 
the hunt and 
what they 
realistically 
thought we 
could hunt 
and kill. The 
anticipation 
set in as the 
hunt date 
got closer. 
We had 
planned a 
scouting trip about three 
weeks before the opener, 
but we had to cancel 
because of all the fires in 
the mountains. Talk about 
being worried! Would I even 
be able to hunt on August 
1st because of the smoke?

Sheep Mountain Outfitters’ 
Dan and Todd kept sending 
Taylor and me pictures of 
rams they were finding. On 
one beautiful morning, I 

received a text with some 
new pictures. They had 
found a ram which they 
called “Big Sexy.” My heart 
exploded! I instantly fell 
in love with him. Every 
angle was something so 
special. Mass, length, 
flared out – he had it all.

Taylor and I flew out to 

Oregon on July 30th. When 
we arrived at the airport, 
my gun showed up, but 
both of our bags with all of 
our hunting gear were MIA. 
“What the heck are we going 
to do now?” I thought to 
myself. The hunt started in 
two days, we had no gear, 
and all of my reloaded ammo 
for my custom 28 Nosler 
was in the missing luggage. 
As luck would have it, seven 
hours later, both of our bags 

arrived on another flight.

We quickly jumped in a 
little prop plane and flew 
over the Snake River country. 
Talk about a nail biter! The 
canyons were huge. They 
were rocky, and cliffs were 
everywhere. I was getting 
nervous. Once we arrived at 
camp, everything began to 

set in. The scenery 
was breathtaking. 
There were over 
10 guides with 
Sheep Mountain 
Outfitters to help 
out on this hunt. 
The morning 
before opening 
day, we made a 
plan. Four of us 
were going to 
hike into the area, 
and two other 
guides were going 
to horseback in 
another way. It 
took most of the 
day to get to spike 
camp where we 
met the other 
two guides and 
horses. We made 
some dinner and 
got the tents set 
up for the night.

Opening morning 
came, and the hunt was on. 
We hiked a couple miles 
to get into position to find 
Big Sexy. We spent half the 
morning looking for him 
but couldn’t turn him up. 
All of a sudden, one of the 
guides back at base camp 
over four miles away had 
found Big Sexy. We relocated 
and got in position to try 
and find him. We started 
hiking downhill off a cliffed 
out ledge, and I turned to 

my right and said, “There 
he is, Taylor. That’s him.” 
He replied, “There’s no way 
that’s him. That’s a boulder.”

Big Sexy was 400 yards 
below, staring right at us. 
We quickly identified it was 
him, circled around a little 
knob, and had a stare down 
with him for an hour and 15 
minutes. Big Sexy would not 
budge. He knew something 
was wrong. He had heard 
us but didn’t know exactly 
what kind of threat we were. 
At this point, I was sitting 
with my gun shouldered, 
waiting for a broadside shot. 
All Big Sexy had to do was 
turn to the left and walk out 
in the open. As luck would 
have it, Big Sexy turned to 
the right, took four steps 
behind a boulder, and 
bedded down out of sight. 
We had to relocate around 

to the left and further down 
the mountain to get a better 
view. Taylor ranged Big 
Sexy at 252 yards and said, 
“When he turns broadside, 
let him have it. Breathe. You 
got this.” Boom! Smack! I 
sent a 195 grain Berger right 
into Big Sexy. He turned 
and ran off to the right, 
stopped for five seconds on 
a ridge, and right before he 
went over the ridge, I put 
another round into him. Big 
Sexy went down! I couldn’t 
believe this. I had just killed 
the sexiest ram I had ever 
seen in my entire lifetime.

As I made it over to Big 
Sexy, his horns grew on all 
of us. I was in shock. His 
right horn was almost 45” 
long! This is when I knew we 
had misjudged him big time. 
Big Sexy was green scored 
at 196”. I’m now half a Slam 
complete, and it feels good. 

I can’t thank the 
whole crew at 
Sheep Mountain 
Outfitters and 
my son, Taylor, 
enough. I couldn’t 
have done it 
without their help.
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Hells Canyon InitiativeNEW!

10 Year Passport Warranty 
For more information visit: 
bit.ly/leicapassportwarranty

Includes

30 Year Lifetime Warr
an

ty

10
 Ye

ar 
Passport Protection

•

•10 30

AVAILABLE IN 8X32mm AND 10X32mm MODELS. 

(GEOVID PRO 32 1:1 SCALE WITH IPHONE 13 PRO MAX)

Bluetooth

Leica ProTrack

Wind Correction

Atmospheric Sensors

Compass

Calculation

Applied Ballistics

Ballistics

Basemap

GEOVID PRO 32
MASTER THE DISTANCE 
THE WORLD’S MOST COMPACT AND FUNCTIONAL L ASER R ANGEFINDING BINOCUL AR

Leica ProTrack features GPS mapping 
integration through Basemap, Google 
Maps and Garmin mapping that even 

works without cell signal.

1 4 5 0 Y

4 7 5 Y

9 7 5 Y

@LeicaHuntingUSA 

leica-geovid-pro.com

Continue to monitor and maintain a sample of radio-col-

lared bighorn sheep in Hells Canyon to gain better informa-

tion on population performance, habitat use, and movements 

post Movi clearance.  Thirty-five collars will be deployed on 

adult females, males, and 8 – 10 month old lambs in GMU’s 

11 and 13.  Ground and aerial monitoring will be conducted 

to determine productivity, cause-specific survival, popu-

lation abundance and composition.  This information will 

be important to help us predict movements and changes to 

habitat use in healthy, growing populations of bighorn sheep.  

This is a collaborative effort involving state wildlife agencies 

in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, WSF national and chap-

ters, CTUIR and Nez Perce Tribes, BLM, FS, and others.

Budget: IDFG, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

and Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, WSF national, 

ID WSF, OR WSF, WA WSF, Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) and Nez Perce Tribes, 

BLM, USFS, and others.

IDAHO BIGHORN MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Reprinted Courtesy of Idaho Wild Sheep Foundation
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 John and Muriel Coulter 
spent the middle of June 
on safari in South Africa. 
They hunted the 60,000 acre 
Manketti Game Preserve 
on the southern Botswana 
border with Quagga Safaris. 
Recently, Quagga acquired 
exclusive hunting rights 
on the Manketti Preserve. 
 The Coulter’s said, it 

was in the high 30’s in 
the morning, but warmed 
during the middle of the 
day. Perfect fall weather - no 
mosquitos - no snakes! It 
was cold enough this June 
to snow in Johannesburg for 
the first time in 11 years. 

 The Manketti is so large 
that all the hunting is 
spot and stalk or sitting 
quietly at waterholes. John 
and Muriel said, Quagga’s 
Lodge and service has to 
be experienced to really 
be appreciated. They 
were so impressed with 
absolutely everything 
they are returning to hunt 
with Quagga June 7th, 
of 2025, “God Willing. 
 When the Coulters, who 

were career teachers, escort 
people on their first safari, 
they always encourage 
them to bring educational 
supplies to give to the 
children. The reaction of 
these kids is worth the 
grueling 17-hour flight!

“South African Hunt”
By: John Coulter

NEW PRODUCTS 

WHAT'S NEW Keep up-to-date with the newest products 
from leading companies in the hunting 

industry. Products featured here will help 
ensure you are at the top of your game 

for your next hunt. 

IN THE HUNTING INDUSTRY Check out the What's New section each 
month for information about the latest 

hunting gear. 

KENETREK 
SLIDE ROCK HIKER 

Home to Slide Rock Peak, Montana's "extremely wild," scarcely-
known Snowcrest Range aches to be explored by those who 
aren't intimidated by the Trail Less Traveled"·'. Although its 
peaks rise above 10,500', these mountains get surprisingly little 
attention due to their isolation, but they practically beg the 
adventurous hiker to come explore, which sums up the spirit 
behind our namesake's new boots. We've married agility to pure, 
beat-me-up toughness and kept them at only 3.6 lbs. When you 
scramble through the sometimes trail-less terrain, you'll thank 
your lucky stars ( or Kenetrek) for the extra abrasion protection 
we've built in. Don't worry about a passing thunderstorm as 
they're waterproof, breathable, and ready to go where most folks 
want to go but seldom do. Meet the Slide Rock Hiker. It's light, 
agile, and tough, and it's ready to go anywhere. Made in Europe. 

FEATURES: 

• 7" all leather lace-to-toe lightweight uppers
• 5mm nylon full-length nylon midsoles steady you in the

most rugged terrain
• Reinforced rubber toe and heel guards for ultimate abrasion

Windtex" waterproof, breathable, flexible membrane
• Super-gripping Kenetrek grapon outsoles

MSRP: $325 

For more information, go to www.kenetrek.com. 

n
Boots 

trek. 
FOR THE TRAIL LESS TRAVELED® 

GUNWERKS 
REVIC ACURA SERIES 

RANGEFINDING BINOCULAR 
Looking to decrease weight and increase your success? Instead of 
packing both a rangefinder and binocular, how about carrying the 
only rangefinding binocular to deliver a complete ballistic solution 
in MOA, MILS, or yards? Gunwerks' optics division, Revic Optics, 
has done it again with the new Acura laser rangefinding binocular 
complete with an onboard ballistics solver and environmental 
sensors to provide everything you need to glass, range, and 
account for wind, all in one incredible device. 

The laser rangefinder and onboard ballistic solver are capable out 
to 5,000 yards, and your rifle profiles are easily transferred via the 
free Revic Ops mobile app via Bluetooth. The Acura series binocular 
features 10x magnification and 4 2mm objective and boasts a large 
321-foot field of view at 1,000 yards. It also features extra low
dispersion (ED) glass, chosen for its superior clarity vs. HD. 

FEATURES: 
• Magnification: 10x 
• Objective: 42mm
• Weight: 32.2 oz. 
• Dimensions: 5.25" x 2.75" x 5.70" 
• Effective Ranging Distance: 10 to 5,000 yards

• Ballistic Output: MOA, MILS, BDC (Yardage Turrets)

MSRP: $2,695 

For more information, go to www.gunwerks.com.

REVIC 
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Only at 
KUIU.COM

I N N O VAT I O N  N E V E R  R E S T S  – 
Setting the standard for ultralight hunting gear 
for over a decade. KUIU offers an extensive line 
of apparel and gear for all your hunting needs.



Gary Ackerman  (WI)
Mike Ahlman  (MN)

Allen Allen  (FL)
Rebecca Allen  (FL)

Paige Allen  (FL)
John Allen  (FL)

Matthew Allen  (FL)
John Allers  (MN)

Mark Almgren  (MN)
David Alvarez  (WA)

Jerry Amys  (WI)
Jerry Anderson  (MN)

Charlie Anderson  (MN)
Lee Anderson  (FL)

Wally Anderson *(WI)
Lee  Anderson Jr (FL)

Ron Arndorfer  (WI)
Eugene Arndt  (MN)
Robert Ashton  (MN)

Curt Babler  (MN)
John Babler  (MN)

Patrick Bailey  (MN)
Thomas L. Bailey Sr. (MN)

Gary Bartsch  (MN)
Barry Baumann  (WI)

Harold Becker *(MT) 
Daniel Beckley  (AK) 

David Berg  (MN)
Cody Bergeron  (MN)
Justin Bergeron  (MN)
Mike Bergeron  (MN)
Cris Bickman  (MN)
Brandon Boe  (WI)
Gregg Boeke  (MN)

Michael Bouton  (MN)
Steve Bouton  (MN)

Armand Brachman  (MN)
Jimmy Brand  (MN)

Norbert Bremer *(IA) 
Lloyd Broadwater  (MN)
Steve Bruggeman  (MN)

Lou Ann Bruner-Hamre (ND)
Joshua Buhler  (SD)

Alan Burke  (WI)
Aaron Burkhart  (MN)
David Carlson  (MN)
Oscar Carlson  (MN)
Valerie Carlson  (MN) 
William Carrell  (WI) 
Alan Cashore  (WI)
Jerry Christian  (IA)
Pete Cimellaro  (AZ)
Toby Coleman  (SK)

Jack Cook  (WI)
Paul Cooke  (TX)

John Coulter  (MN)
B Joe Coy  (WY)
Bill Creske  (WI)

Joe Currier  (ND)
Dick Currier  (ND)
Dave Currier  (ND)
Dan Currier  (ND)
Jerry Curtis  (WI)

Frank D’Aigle  (MN)
Ethan Dahlberg  (WI)

Mariann Dean *
           Donald Dean * 

Howard Deters  (MN)
Terry Dieren  (IA)

Nicole Donahue  (MN)
Tyler Donahue  (MN)

Roger Donahue, Jr.  (NH)
Steve Dougherty  (MN)

Michael Dow  (IL)
Justin Downes  (SD)
Donald Dusick  (WI)

Neal (Toby) Dutter  (WI)
Ron Edwards *(MN) 

Steven Eicholtz  (ND)
Jim Elder  (ID)

Cyril Elsinger  (IA)
Jim Endlich *

Darryn Epp  (AB)
Nick Escobedo  (ID)

Dave Evenson 
Michael Ewell  (VA)
Mark Farnam  (ND)

Michael Farnham  (MN)
Joseph Federl  (WI)

Ron Fenske
Tim Fischer  (WI)

Dr. Michael Fisher  (MN)
Bryan Fisher

Hank Flatow  (MT)
Jona Friesen  (MN)

Hunter Friesen  (MN)
Kari Friesen  (MN)
Brett Friesen  (MN)
Brad Fritch  (MN)
Mark T Fritz  (MN)

Jeff  Furstenau  (ND)
James Gabrick *(WI)

Tom Gannon *(IA)
Rod Garland * (IL)
Jeff  Geiger  (OH)

Jason Gentz  (MN)

Dr. Kurt Gerken  (WI) 
Scott Geston  (ND)
Jamie Gibson  (WI)

Steve Gillhouse  (WI)
Jordan Gleason  (ND)
Karen Gordon  (AK)
Marcus Gores  (OR)
Spencer Graff   (WI)
Don Graham  (WI)

Shawn Greseth  (MN)
Duane Gullickson  (MN)
Thomas Hackler  (MN)

Christopher Hagness(MN)
Robert Hall  (MN)

Steve Hamilton  (BC)
Carl Handyside  (IL)
Marc Hansen  (PA)
Nick Hansen  (MN)

Donald Harstad *(MN)
Tom Harwell  (TX)

Jason Haskell  (SD)
Scott Hauer  (MN)

Craig Haukaas  (WI)
Alan Hayes  (SC)

Ross Heilman  (MN)
Brian Helm  (WI)
Eldon Helm *(WI)
Andy Hemp  (WI)

Wayne Henderson  (SD)
John Higbie  (WI)
Dale Hislop  (AB)

Jim Hoffman  (MN)
James Hoffman  (SD)

Al Holland  (CO)
Kathy Huber Townsend (WY)

Shad Hulse  (UT)
Kevin Hurley  (MT)
Jack Hurley  (MN)

Brian Iverson  (MN)
Tad Jacobs  (SD)

Riaan Jacobs  (RSA)
Mark Jacobson  (WI)
David Jaeger  (MN)

Joe Jakab  (PA)
Brett K Jefferson  (NV)

Travis Jenson  (UT)
Scott Jesseman  (IL)

Larry Johns  (NV)
       Chad Johnson 

Craig Johnson  (WI)
Janet Johnson  (WI)
Greg Johnson  (WI)

Travis Johnson  (WI)

James Jorgensen  (ND)
Gary Jorgensen 

Curtis Judd *(WI) 
Harvey Kadlec  (WI)
Brad Kadlec  (MN)

Brian Kadrmas  (ND)
Paul Kamps  (MI)

Bob Karbowski  (MN)
Julie Kari  (MN)
Erik Kari  (MN)

John Kautzman  (ND)
Sean Keck  (WI)

Michael Keith  (MN)
Charles Keller  (WI)
Charles Kelly  (AZ)
Andrew Kelly  (CA)
Roger Kenner  (ND)
William Kiefer  (NM)

David Kind  (MN)
Tom Kirchoff   (AZ)
Mike Knutson  (MN)

Kurt Kobus  (WI)
Loren Kohnen  (MN)
Duane Kramer  (WA)
Terry R Krause ( WI)

Tom Kruger  (MN)
Bob Lange  (MN)

Jeffrey Larson  (MN)
Chad Latvaaho  (MN)

Lee Ledford  (MN)
Chris Leitzke  (WI)
Tom Lenort  (MN)

Jimmy John Liautaud (IL)
Spencer Liautuad  (IL)

Jeff  Lindgren  (NC)
Andrew Lindus  (WI)

Troy Link  (WI)
Jay Link  (WI)

Jack Link  (WI)
Alan Ljunggren  (SD) 

Bill London  (ID)
Don Look  (WI)

Todd J. Looney  (MN)
David Loos  (MN)
Joe Lynch  (WI)

James MacDougall  (SD)
Jerry Mariska *(MN) 
Nate Markway  (MO)

Russ Martin  (WI)
Scott Massmann  (MN)

Gus Maxfield  (MN)
Mary M. McCarthy  (FL)

David McCarthy  (FL)

John McCollum  (OR)
Timothy McEuen  (WI)
Harold McEuen  (WI)
Joyce McKenzie  (WI)

Kevin Mclain  (WI)
Jay McNaughton  (MN)
Steve Mealman  (MN)
Kyle Meintzer  (NV)
Tom Merkley  (MN)
Todd Meyer  (MN)
Matt Meyer  (WI)

Gerald Meyer  (WI) 
Terry Meyers  (CO)
Darby Mick  (MN)
Terry Mick  (MN)

Chuck Middleton  (ID)
Stewart Mills Jr  (WI) 

Richard Mitchell  (IA)
Charles Monson  (ND)

Dick Nachbar  (MN)
Craig Nakamoto  (WI)

Nick Negrini  (MN)
Gary Nehring  (FL)

Tim Neugebauer  (SD)
William Nitchmann  (VA)

Peter Nygaard  (WI)
Kim O’Neill  (MN)
Pat O’Neill  (MN)
Lisa Olson  (MN)

Scott Olson  (MN)
Jeffrey Olson  (SD)

Tim Orton  (MN)
Ryan Ostendorf   (MN)

Matt Otte  (MN)
Andy Otte  (MN)

Craig Palmer  (WI)
Jim Palumbo  (MN)

Chris Partridge  (BC)
Joseph Perrella  (MN)

Jeff  Perrella  (MN)
Colin Peters  (BC)
Joe Peterson  (WI)

Todd Peterson  (WI)
Hugh Pettit  (IL)

Terry Pittman  (WI)
Thomas Poellinger  (MN

Ron Pomeroy  (WY)
John Porter  (WY)

Steve Powelson  (MN)
Andrew Pratt  (TX)

Dale Prochnow  (WI)
Bud Pulsifer  (MN)

Glen Pyne  (CA)

Steve Quisenberry  (VA)
Henry Raats  (NV)
Urban Rahoi *(AK)
Calleigh Rear  (WI)

Greg Rensmaag  (BC)
Matt Rippentrop  (SD)

Russ Roberts  (WY)
Arley Running  (AZ)

Skip Ruppe  (MN)
Mike Ruzic  (WI)

Alan Sackman  (NY)
Geoff  Sagen *

Terry Sandmeier  (CO
Dave Sandstrom  (MN)

Doug Sayer  (ID)
Edward Schabert  (MN)

Mark Schall  (NC)
Dan Scharmer  (MN)
Richard Schenk ( WI)
Mike Schmillen  (MN)
Anna Schmillen  (MN)

James Schneider
Daryl Schreiner  (WI)

James Schueller  (MN)
Craig Schultz  (ND)

Ted Schutte  (IA)
Brenton Scott  (CO)
Tammy Scott  (CO)
William Searle *(IL)
Dewey Sebold  (AZ)
Chad Sellman  (MN)

Marc Shaft  (MN
Stewart Shaft  (MN)
Dennis Sharp  (MN)

Easton Shoman  (ND)
Kyle Shoman  (ND)
Cody Shoman  (ND)
Ray Sindlinger  (IA)
Doug Sinniger   (WI)
Terry Skinner  (NY)

Stephen Slack  (MN)
Phillip Smith  (MO)
Brian Smith  (MN)

Dr. Marv Smith  (WI)
Jack Smythe  (MN)

Nick Soderlund  (MN)
Sam Spies  (SD)
Max Spies  (SD)

Joshua Spies  (SD)
Edward Spies  (SD)

Jim Spies  (SD)
Randy Splett  (MN)

Paul Spyhalski  (MN)

Kyle Stelter  (BC)
Grady Stephens  (MN)

Paul Stevens  (IA)
Don Stevenson  (BC)
Norman Stewart  (MI)

Dick Stipp  (WI)
Dr. Wesley Streed  (MN)

Jeff  Strong  (MN)
Kathy Strong  (WI)
Jamie Suchy  (MN)
Judi Swenson  (WI)
Dave Swenson  (WI)

Dan Sylte  (WI)
Scott Talbot  (MN)
Robert Teets  (WI)

Bill Thompson
Glenn Thompson  (FL)
Carrie Thompson  (IN) 

Steven Thompson (IN) 
Renee Thornton  (MT)

Wm “Butch” Townsend *(WY)
Ken Trudell  (WI)

Dennis Tucker  (WI)
Larry Tyson  (MN)T

Timothy Uhl  (IN)
Clyde Van Buskirk  (WI)
Hunter Van Raden  (ND)
Roger Van Raden  (ND)

Scott Vander Meulen (SD)
Jason Vanerbrink  (MN)

Garry Vince  (BC)
Ron Vollrath *(MN)

Randy L Vossn  (MN)
Jim Walden  (FL)

Rick Walker  (MN)
Bob Walker  (MN)

Bob Wall  (WI)
John Washburn  (WI)
Paul Webster  (MN)

Chris Wehrenberg  (WI)
Ben Werner  (WI)

Roland West  (MO)
Dave Westrum  (MN)

Chris Widrig  (YK)
Darryl Williams  (CA)

Don Wingert  (IA)
Justin Wise  (OR)
Nate Wobig  (MN)

Lucas Wobig-Iacono (MN)
Len Wurman  (WI)

Joanne Zacharias  (MN)
David W Zacharias  (MN)
Loretta Zacharias  (MN)

Mark Zauhar  (MN)
Lin Zelinsky  (MN)
Dave Ziehlke  (WI)

Thomas Zimmerman (WI)

* Deceased 

If your name is 
not on the list 
or if you have 

the passing of a 
Life Member to 

report.

Please contact  
Mike Bouton at: 
(612) 940-1979 
or mikebouton

midwestwsf
@gmail.com

Midwest Chapter Life Members
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Wagler

 
 

 
 

Marriott Southwest – Minnetonka, MN 
 

        
 

Fabulous Friends   -   Fantastic Food 
 
 

   
  

    See You at the Marriott – March 15 & 16, 2024  

    Putting & Keeping Wild Sheep on the Mountain since 1979 

 

 

 Best Auctions in the Midwest

 FEATURING
100 Plus Premium Items Including:

State Bighorn Sheep Tags, Mountain Goat, Trophy N.A. & World-Wide Big Game 
Hunts. World-Class Fishing, Spectacular Wing-Shooting, Fine Artwork, Family 

Vacation Packages, Firearms and Much More……

Raffles: Big Game Hunts, Archery, Hunting Gear, Firearms, Electronics, 
Ladies Items, Fishing, Optics and Much More…….

Visit with Top Quality Outfitters and Exhibitors from Around the World!

Award-Winning Taxidermists and Displays

Come Meet
  Huntin’ Fool

Meet  Hunt Advisors, Austin Atkinson and Robert  Hanneman from the 
Huntin’ Fool Team 

They will share their expertise and experiences to simplify your planning 
process to obtain more tags and hunt more each year. For over 25 years, Huntin’ 

Fool has been advising and enhancing opportunities for hunters to obtain big 
game tags and hunting opportunities in the West.

Attend presentations that will cover big game hunting at its finest. Wild 
Sheep, Elk, Mule Deer, Etc…, State to State Big Game Applications & Tags, 
Developing Short & Long Term Plan, Hardcore Gear, Q & A Opportunities.

2024 MIDWEST CHAPTER 
WSF BANQUET & FUNDRAISER 

MARCH 15-16,2024 IN 
MINNETONKA, MN



PAGE 59

Save the Date!
It’s Our 45th Annual Banquet & Fundraiser

Featuring: Exhibitors, Live Auctions, Raffles, Seminars
 Great Camaraderie & Much More!

MARCH  15 & 16,  2024
Marriott Southwest

Minnetonka, Minnesota

For Additional Information and Updates Please 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram, 

Visit our Website(www.midwestwildsheep.com) 
for more information and to register. 


